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LAWRENCE฀BARON

7HEN฀THE฀VICTORIOUS฀!LLIED฀TROOPS฀ENTERED฀THE฀GATES฀OF฀HASTILY฀ABANDONED฀'ERMAN฀
CONCENTRATION�฀EXTERMINATION�฀AND฀LABOR฀CAMPS�฀THEY฀SURVEYED฀THE฀HUMAN฀TOLL฀OF฀THE฀
4HIRD฀2EICH�S฀RACIAL฀WAR�฀4HE฀STENCH฀AND฀SIGHT฀OF฀ROTTING฀CORPSES฀SCATTERED฀WHERE฀THEY฀
HAD฀DIED฀OR฀STACKED฀BEFORE฀THEY฀COULD฀BE฀BURIED฀OR฀BURNED฀OVERWHELMED฀THE฀SOLDIERS�฀
4HE฀ASHES฀IN฀THE฀CREMATORIA฀AND฀THE฀INSTRUMENTS฀ONCE฀PLIED฀IN฀MEDICAL฀EXPERIMENTS฀
AND฀TORTURE฀SESSIONS฀TESTIFIED฀TO฀THE฀AGONY฀OF฀VICTIMS฀WHO฀LEFT฀NO฀REMAINS�฀4HE฀BONY฀
BODIES฀AND฀VACANT฀GAZES฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀MADE฀THEM฀LOOK฀LIKE฀PHANTOMS฀RETURNED฀
FROM฀THE฀NETHERWORLD��

$OCUMENTARY฀ FILMS�฀ NEWSREELS�฀ AND฀ PHOTOGRAPHS฀ SPEEDILY฀ DISSEMINATED฀ THESE฀
APPALLING฀ IMAGES��฀ "Y฀ -AY฀ OF฀ �����฀ ��฀�฀ OF฀!MERICANS฀ POLLED฀ BELIEVED฀ 'ERMANY฀
HAD฀ SLAUGHTERED฀ MANY฀ CIVILIANS฀ IN฀ ITS฀ CAMPS��฀ 4HE฀ PROSECUTION฀ AT฀ THE฀ .UREMBERG฀
4RIALS฀ SUBMITTED฀A฀COMPILATION฀OF฀ATROCITY฀ FOOTAGE฀AS฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀'ERMAN฀CRIMES฀
AGAINST฀HUMANITY�฀4HE฀GAUNT฀SURVIVORS�฀CREMATORIA฀CHIMNEYS�฀BARBED
WIRE฀ FENCES�฀
GAS฀CHAMBERS�฀MASS฀GRAVES�฀RAILWAY฀CARS�฀33฀INSIGNIA�฀3TAR฀OF฀$AVID฀ARMBANDS�฀STRIPED฀
CAMP฀UNIFORMS�฀SWASTIKAS�฀WAREHOUSES฀FULL฀OF฀PERSONAL฀ITEMS฀AND฀HUMAN฀HAIR�฀AND฀
:YKLON
"฀CANISTERS฀BECAME฀COMMONLY฀RECOGNIZED฀SYMBOLS฀OF฀.AZI฀INHUMANITY��฀

-ANY฀ SCHOLARS฀ MAINTAIN฀ THAT฀ THE฀ INITIAL฀ SHOCK฀ OVER฀ THE฀ REVELATIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀
DECIMATION฀ OF฀ %UROPEAN฀ *EWRY฀ WAS฀ SHORT
LIVED�฀!MERICAN฀ AWARENESS฀ OF฀ THE฀@&INAL฀
3OLUTION�฀ALLEGEDLY฀DISSIPATED฀AS฀*EWISH฀LOSSES฀WERE฀SUBSUMED฀UNDER฀THE฀STAGGERING฀
CASUALTY฀STATISTICS฀FOR฀7ORLD฀7AR฀4WO฀AS฀A฀WHOLE฀AND฀OVERSHADOWED฀BY฀EVENTS฀LIKE฀THE฀
DROPPING฀OF฀!TOMIC฀BOMBS฀ON฀*APAN�฀THE฀ONSET฀OF฀THE฀#OLD฀7AR�฀THE฀REHABILITATION฀OF฀
7EST฀'ERMANY�฀AND฀DOMESTIC฀ISSUES฀LIKE฀THE฀CIVIL฀RIGHTS฀MOVEMENT�฀!MERICAN฀*EWS฀
SUPPOSEDLY฀DID฀NOT฀FATHOM฀THE฀CALAMITY฀THAT฀HAD฀BEFALLEN฀%UROPEAN฀*EWRY฀NOR฀DARED฀
TO฀JEOPARDIZE฀THEIR฀OWN฀SOCIAL฀INTEGRATION฀BY฀CHAMPIONING฀ITS฀CAUSE�฀0ETER฀.OVICK฀HAS฀
SUMMARIZED฀THIS฀CONSENSUS฀INTERPRETATION฀BY฀ASSERTING�฀@"ETWEEN฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀WAR฀
AND฀THE฀����S�฀;���=฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀MADE฀SCARCELY฀ANY฀APPEARANCE฀IN฀!MERICAN฀PUBLIC฀
DISCOURSE�฀AND฀HARDLY฀MORE฀IN฀*EWISH฀PUBLIC฀DISCOURSE฀n฀ESPECIALLY฀DISCOURSE฀DIRECTED฀
TO฀GENTILES��฀

9ET฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀PRODUCED฀MORE฀FEATURE฀LENGTH฀FILMS฀DEALING฀WITH฀(OLOCAUST฀
THEMES฀ THAN฀ ANY฀ OTHER฀ COUNTRY฀ BETWEEN฀ ����฀ AND฀ �����฀ 4HESE฀ MOVIES฀ CAST฀ THE฀
5NITED฀3TATES฀AS฀THE฀PURSUER฀AND฀PROSECUTOR฀OF฀.AZI฀WAR฀CRIMINALS�฀THE฀THWARTER฀OF฀
POSTWAR฀.AZI฀CONSPIRACIES฀ TO฀REGAIN฀POWER�฀ THE฀PROTECTOR฀OF฀DISPLACED฀PERSONS�฀OR฀
THE฀VICTIM฀OF฀BRUTALITY฀THE฀'ERMANS฀METED฀OUT฀TO฀!MERICAN฀0/7S�฀!S฀THE฀TABLE฀AND฀
FILMOGRAPHY฀APPEARING฀BELOW฀INDICATE�฀SIX฀OF฀THESE฀MOTION฀PICTURES฀DEPICTED฀HOW฀THE฀
PSYCHOLOGICAL฀PROBLEMS฀AFFLICTING฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀SURVIVORS฀WERE฀OVERCOME฀BY฀
REUNITING฀THEM฀WITH฀LOVED฀ONES฀OR฀FACILITATING฀THEIR฀IMMIGRATION฀TO฀0ALESTINE฀OR฀THE฀
5NITED฀3TATES�฀
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0LOTLINES฀OF฀!MERICAN฀&EATURE฀,ENGTH฀&ILMS฀
WITH฀(OLOCAUST฀4HEMES�฀����฀
฀����
0LOTLINE฀ .UMBER฀OF฀&ILMS
$0S฀IN฀CAMPS�฀)SRAEL�฀OR฀53฀ �
(UNTING฀.AZI฀7AR฀#RIMINALS฀ �
!NTI
.AZI฀2ESISTANCE฀ �
!MERICAN฀0/7S฀IN฀'ERMAN฀#AMPS฀ �
4HWARTING฀.EO
.AZI฀#ONSPIRACIES฀ �
7AR฀#RIMES฀4RIAL฀ �

&ILMOGRAPHY฀OF฀!MERICAN฀$0฀&ILMS฀
����฀ ฀-Y฀ &ATHER�S฀ (OUSE�฀ $IRECTED฀ BY฀ (ERBERT฀ +LINE฀ �0ALESTINE฀ AND฀ 53!�฀ *EWISH฀

.ATIONAL฀&UND฀AND฀7ORLD฀6IEW฀0RODUCTIONS	�฀��฀MINUTES�฀,IMITED฀DISTRIBUTION฀
IN฀THEATRES�฀

����฀ ฀4HE฀ )LLEGALS�฀ $IRECTED฀ BY฀ -EYER฀ ,EVIN฀ �0ALESTINE฀ AND฀ 53!�฀ !MERICANS฀ FOR฀
(AGANAH฀ AND฀ &ILM฀ $OCUMENTS฀ )NC�	�฀ ��฀ MINUTES�฀ ,IMITED฀ DISTRIBUTION฀ IN฀
THEATRES�฀

����฀ ฀4HE฀3EARCH�฀$IRECTED฀BY฀&RED฀:INNEMANN฀�3WITZERLAND฀AND฀53!�฀0RAESENS฀AND฀
-'-	�฀���฀MINUTES�฀#OMMERCIAL฀DISTRIBUTION฀IN฀THEATRES�

฀ ฀4OMORROW�S฀ A฀7ONDERFUL฀ $AY�฀ $IRECTED฀ BY฀ (ELMAR฀ ,ERSKI฀ �)SRAEL฀ AND฀ 53!�฀
#HILDREN฀TO฀0ALESTINE฀AND฀(ADASSAH	�฀��฀MINUTES�฀$ISTRIBUTED฀TO฀#HRISTIAN฀AND฀
*EWISH฀GROUPS฀IN฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES�฀

����฀ ฀!NSWER฀FOR฀!NNE�฀�53!�฀#ARAVEL฀&ILMS฀AND฀,UTHERAN฀7ORLD฀!CTION฀)MMIGRA
฀
TION฀AND฀2EFUGEE฀3ERVICE	�฀��฀MINUTES�฀$ISTRIBUTED฀TO฀CHURCHES฀IN฀THE฀5NITED฀
3TATES�

฀ ฀3WORD฀ IN฀ THE฀ $ESERT�฀ $IRECTED฀ BY฀ 'EORGE฀ 3HERMAN฀ �53!�฀ 5NIVERSAL฀ )NTER

NATIONAL�฀�����฀���฀MINUTES	�฀#OMMERCIAL฀DISTRIBUTION฀IN฀THEATRES�

4HE฀ PROMINENCE฀ OF฀ THE฀ $0฀ ISSUE฀ IN฀ !MERICAN฀ FILMS฀ REFLECTED฀ THE฀ HUMANITARIAN฀
CRISIS฀ THE฀ !LLIES฀ AND฀ THE฀ 5NITED฀ .ATIONS฀ FACED฀ IN฀ THE฀ WAKE฀ OF฀ 'ERMANY�S฀ DEFEAT�฀
!PPROXIMATELY฀SEVEN฀MILLION฀REFUGEES฀FLOCKED฀TO฀THE฀!MERICAN�฀"RITISH�฀AND฀&RENCH฀
ZONES฀IN฀'ERMANY฀UPON฀ITS฀SURRENDER฀IN฀-AY฀OF฀�����฀*EWS฀CONSTITUTED฀A฀MINORITY฀OF฀
THIS฀INFLUX฀THAT฀COMPRISED฀FOREIGN฀SLAVE฀LABORERS฀SENT฀TO฀WARTIME฀'ERMANY�฀FUGITIVES฀
FROM฀ .AZI฀ RULE�฀ PRISONERS฀ OF฀ WAR�฀ SURVIVORS฀ OF฀ 'ERMAN฀ CAMPS�฀ AND฀ IMMIGRANTS฀
FLEEING฀POSTWAR฀COMMUNIST฀RULE�฀-ILLIONS฀OF฀ETHNIC฀'ERMANS฀FORCIBLY฀EXPELLED฀FROM฀
#ZECHOSLOVAKIA฀AND฀0OLAND฀JOINED฀THIS฀FLOOD฀OF฀REFUGEES�฀"Y฀3EPTEMBER�฀THE฀!LLIED฀
/CCUPATION฀HAD฀REPATRIATED฀NEARLY฀SIX฀MILLION฀OF฀THE฀DISPOSSESSED��฀

-OST฀*EWISH฀$0S฀UNDER฀!LLIED฀OR฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀GUARDIANSHIP฀REFUSED฀TO฀RETURN฀
TO฀THEIR฀NATIVE฀COUNTRIES฀WHERE฀FEW฀'ENTILES฀HAD฀PROTESTED฀.AZI฀ANTI
3EMITIC฀POLICIES฀
AND฀SOME฀HAD฀COLLABORATED฀ IN฀THEIR฀ IMPLEMENTATION�฀0ANICKED฀BY฀THE฀OUTBREAK฀OF฀
POGROMS฀ IN฀ POSTWAR฀ 0OLAND�฀ 0OLISH฀ *EWS฀ COMPOUNDED฀ THE฀ OVERCROWDING฀ IN฀ THE฀
$0฀CAMPS฀UNDER฀!MERICAN�฀"RITISH�฀OR฀&RENCH฀CONTROL฀IN฀������฀#OMPARED฀TO฀'ENTILE฀
REFUGEES�฀*EWS฀USUALLY฀HAD฀SPENT฀LONGER฀PERIODS฀IN฀CONFINEMENT฀OR฀HIDING�฀HAD฀LOST฀
MORE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀AND฀HAD฀SUFFERED฀GREATER฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀AND฀PHYSICAL฀
HARM฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀(ARRISON฀#OMMISSION฀STUDY฀ISSUED฀IN฀3EPTEMBER฀OF฀������฀
3INCE฀MANY฀*EWISH฀$0S฀YEARNED฀TO฀GO฀TO฀0ALESTINE�฀THE฀#OMMISSION฀AND฀0RESIDENT฀
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4RUMAN฀RECOMMENDED฀%NGLAND฀PERMIT฀ONE฀HUNDRED฀THOUSAND฀TO฀IMMIGRATE฀THERE�฀
%NGLAND฀BALKED�฀WORRIED฀THAT฀A฀LARGE฀INFLUX฀OF฀*EWS฀WOULD฀IGNITE฀THE฀VOLATILE฀TENSIONS฀
BETWEEN฀!RABS฀AND฀*EWS฀IN฀THE฀AREA��฀

"ETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����฀A฀CONGRUENCE฀OF฀!MERICAN฀AND฀:IONIST฀INTERESTS฀EMERGED฀
WITH฀THE฀FORMER฀PREFERRING฀TO฀CHANNEL฀*EWISH฀$0S฀TOWARDS฀0ALESTINE฀AND฀THE฀LATTER฀
WELCOMING฀!MERICAN฀PRESSURE฀ON฀%NGLAND฀TO฀ADMIT฀*EWISH฀REFUGEES฀INTO฀0ALESTINE฀
AND฀ RELINQUISH฀ ITS฀ -ANDATE฀ THERE�฀ (ADASSAH�฀ ()!3�฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀ .ATIONAL฀ &UND�฀
THE฀ *OINT�฀ /24�฀ THE฀ 5*!�฀ VARIOUS฀ :IONIST฀ ORGANIZATIONS�฀ AND฀ CONCERNED฀ #HRISTIAN฀
CHURCHES฀PRODUCED฀NUMEROUS฀SHORTS฀AND฀SEVERAL฀ FEATURE฀ LENGTH฀ FILMS฀ESTABLISHING฀
THE฀ CAUSAL฀ RELATIONSHIP฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ UNRELENTING฀ PERSECUTION฀ THAT฀ LEFT฀ *EWISH฀ $0S฀
BEREFT฀OF฀FAMILIES฀AND฀HOMES฀AND฀THEIR฀DESIRE฀TO฀REBUILD฀THEIR฀LIVES฀IN฀)SRAEL฀OR฀THE฀
5NITED฀3TATES�฀!฀SAMPLING฀OF฀THEIR฀TITLES฀CONVEYS฀THEIR฀MESSAGE�฀$AY฀OF฀$ELIVERANCE�฀
4HE฀&UTURE฀#AN฀"E฀4HEIRS�฀,OOK฀(OMEWARD฀7ANDERERS�฀0LACING฀THE฀$ISPLACED�฀AND฀
4HEY฀,IVE฀!GAIN���฀

7HILE฀ MOST฀ OF฀ THESE฀ SHORTS฀ WERE฀ TRADITIONAL฀ DOCUMENTARIES�฀ SOME฀ UTILIZED฀
FICTIONALIZED฀ VOICEOVERS฀ OR฀ DRAMATIC฀ REENACTMENTS฀ TO฀ RECOUNT฀ TYPICAL฀ EXPERIENCES฀
$0S฀ENDURED฀DURING฀AND฀IMMEDIATELY฀AFTER฀7ORLD฀7AR฀4WO�฀4HE฀MAJORITY฀SOLICITED฀
FINANCIAL฀DONATIONS฀TO฀FUND฀THE฀IMMIGRATION฀AND฀REHABILITATION฀COSTS฀FOR฀$0S฀GOING฀
TO฀0ALESTINE฀AND฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀OR฀MOBILIZED฀POLITICAL฀SUPPORT฀FOR฀5.฀APPROVAL฀
OF฀THE฀PARTITION฀OF฀0ALESTINE฀INTO฀SEPARATE฀*EWISH฀AND฀!RAB฀STATES�฀)N฀THE฀(ADASSAH฀
PRODUCTION฀$O฀9OU฀(EAR฀-E��฀AN฀ANONYMOUS฀*EWISH฀WOMAN฀WHO฀PERISHED฀AT฀ THE฀
HANDS฀ OF฀ THE฀ .AZIS฀ TELEPHONES฀ A฀ *EWISH฀ !MERICAN฀ HOUSEWIFE฀ TO฀ RECRUIT฀ HER฀ FOR฀
THE฀:IONIST฀CAUSE฀OF฀PROVIDING฀A฀HOMELAND฀@FOR฀ THE฀WOMEN฀WHOSE฀ LITTLE฀ONES฀WERE฀
MURDERED฀AND฀WHO฀NOW฀ARE฀MOTHERS฀ONCE฀AGAIN����฀

4HE฀ THEMES฀ OF฀ DEVASTATION฀ AND฀ REDEMPTION฀ WERE฀ REITERATED฀ IN฀ LONGER฀ FILMS฀
SUBSIDIZED฀BY฀CHARITABLE฀AND฀POLITICAL฀GROUPS�฀(ERBERT฀+LINE�S฀-Y฀&ATHER�S฀(OUSE฀AND฀
(ELMAR฀,ERSKI�S฀4OMORROW�S฀A฀7ONDERFUL฀$AY฀PORTRAYED฀THE฀PAINSTAKING฀ADJUSTMENT฀
*EWISH฀ORPHANS฀WHO฀HAD฀SURVIVED฀THE฀WAR฀EITHER฀AS฀FUGITIVES฀OR฀PRISONERS฀UNDERWENT฀
TO฀ FEEL฀ THEY฀ BELONGED฀ TO฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀ STATE฀ EMERGING฀ IN฀ 0ALESTINE�฀ )N฀ BOTH฀ MOVIES฀
THE฀ LEAD฀ CHARACTERS฀ EXHIBIT฀ MANY฀ SYMPTOMS฀ OF฀ WHAT฀ HAS฀ SINCE฀ BEEN฀ DIAGNOSED฀ AS฀
0OST฀4RAUMATIC฀3TRESS฀3YNDROME�฀4HEY฀FEEL฀AT฀HOME฀ONLY฀AFTER฀THEY฀RECOGNIZE฀THEIR฀
HISTORICAL฀OR฀RELIGIOUS฀CONNECTION฀TO฀THE฀LAND฀OF฀)SRAEL�฀

3CRIPTED฀BY฀NOVELIST฀-EYER฀,EVIN�฀-Y฀&ATHER�S฀(OUSE฀DRAMATIZES฀THE฀FUTILE฀PURSUIT฀
OF฀YOUNG฀$AVID฀(ALEVI฀TO฀FIND฀HIS฀MISSING฀FAMILY฀IN฀0ALESTINE�฀(E฀REBUFFS฀THE฀EARNEST฀
ATTEMPTS฀OF฀VARIOUS฀CARETAKERS฀WHO฀OFFER฀TO฀SERVE฀AS฀SUBSTITUTE฀PARENTS฀AND฀SIBLINGS�฀
7HILE฀ PLOWING฀ A฀ FIELD฀ IN฀ THE฀ .EGEV�฀ HE฀ DISCOVERS฀ A฀ STONE฀ BEARING฀ THE฀ INSCRIPTION฀
(ALEVI฀IN฀(EBREW฀AND฀FINALLY฀ACCEPTS฀HIS฀KINSHIP฀WITH฀THE฀*EWS฀OF฀0ALESTINE���฀

4OMORROW�S฀A฀7ONDERFUL฀$AY฀DEVELOPS฀AROUND฀A฀SIMILAR฀PREMISE�฀)TS฀PROTAGONIST฀
"ENJAMIN฀CANNOT฀ADAPT฀TO฀LIFE฀IN฀A฀CHILDREN�S฀KIBBUTZ�฀)TS฀FENCES฀AND฀WORK฀ASSIGNMENTS฀
REMIND฀ HIM฀ OF฀ HIS฀ ONEROUS฀ CONFINEMENT฀ AND฀ DRUDGERY฀ IN฀ A฀ CONCENTRATION฀ CAMP�฀
4HE฀NURTURING฀HE฀RECEIVES�฀HIS฀EVOLVING฀RECOGNITION฀THAT฀THE฀TASKS฀HE฀PERFORMS฀ARE฀
CONSTRUCTIVE฀AND฀NOT฀DESIGNED฀TO฀BREAK฀HIS฀BODY฀AND฀SPIRIT�฀AND฀HIS฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
COMMUNAL฀OBSERVANCES฀OF฀THE฀3ABBATH฀AND฀(ANUKKAH฀EVENTUALLY฀ENDOW฀HIM฀WITH฀A฀
FEELING฀OF฀SOLIDARITY฀WITH฀THE฀*EWS฀OF฀THE฀9ISHUV�฀(OLDING฀TORCHES฀ALOFT฀AFTER฀LIGHTING฀
THE฀MENORAH�฀HE฀AND฀HIS฀COMRADES฀SING�฀@9OU฀WHO฀HAVE฀NO฀FATHER฀ARE฀NOW฀A฀SON฀OF฀
)SRAEL����

L�฀BARON฀ q฀ FROM฀DPS฀TO฀OLIM
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-EYER฀,EVIN฀ALSO฀AUTHORED฀AND฀DIRECTED฀4HE฀)LLEGALS�฀)T฀TRACES฀THE฀SOJOURN฀OF฀A฀*EWISH฀
COUPLE฀FROM฀THEIR฀RETURN฀TO฀0OLAND฀WHERE฀THEIR฀HOME฀HAS฀BEEN฀REDUCED฀TO฀RUBBLE�฀TO฀
THEIR฀MARCH฀TO฀-EDITERRANEAN฀PORTS฀FROM฀WHICH฀THEY฀EMBARK฀ON฀SHIPS฀FURNISHED฀BY฀
THE฀(AGANAH�฀AND฀FINALLY฀TO฀THEIR฀FURTIVE฀VOYAGE฀TO฀0ALESTINE���฀!LTHOUGH฀4HE฀)LLEGALS฀
IS฀OFTEN฀CLASSIFIED฀AS฀A฀DOCUMENTARY�฀IT฀ACTUALLY฀SHOULD฀BE฀CATEGORIZED฀AS฀A฀DOCUDRAMA�฀
,EVIN฀DID฀ACCOMPANY฀A฀BAND฀OF฀*EWISH฀REFUGEES฀RECRUITED฀BY฀THE฀(AGANAH฀TO฀ILLEGALLY฀
ENTER฀ 0ALESTINE฀ AND฀ CAPTURED฀ MANY฀ OF฀ THE฀ INCIDENTS฀ THAT฀ OCCURRED฀ ALONG฀ THE฀ WAY฀
ON฀FILM�฀INCLUDING฀A฀REMARKABLE฀SCENE฀OF฀"RITISH฀SAILORS฀BOARDING฀THE฀APTLY฀NAMED฀
STEAMER฀5NAFRAID฀TO฀PREVENT฀ITS฀PASSENGERS฀FROM฀REACHING฀THEIR฀DESTINATION�฀9ET฀HE฀
CAST฀HIS฀FIANC£E฀4ERESKA฀4ORRES฀AND฀9ANKEL฀-IKALOVITCH�฀WHOM฀HE฀FOUND฀WORKING฀AS฀
AN฀INSTRUCTOR฀AT฀A฀*EWISH฀ORPHANAGE฀IN฀&RANCE�฀AS฀THE฀MOVIE�S฀STARS�฀4HEIR฀TEMPORARY฀
SEPARATION฀EN฀ROUTE฀AND฀DETERMINATION฀TO฀HAVE฀ THEIR฀BABY฀BORN฀ IN฀ THE฀(OLY฀,AND฀
PROVIDE฀THE฀NARRATIVE฀FRAMEWORK฀FOR฀4HE฀)LLEGALS�฀!S฀A฀JOURNALIST฀IN฀THE฀ARMY฀PRESS฀
CORPS�฀ ,EVIN฀ HAD฀ WITNESSED฀ THE฀ LIBERATION฀ OF฀ CONCENTRATION฀ CAMPS�฀ 4HE฀ SHOCKING฀
REVELATIONS฀OF฀WHAT฀HAD฀TRANSPIRED฀THERE฀CONVINCED฀HIM฀THAT฀A฀HOMELAND฀IN฀0ALESTINE฀
@SEEMED฀THE฀LEAST฀RECOMPENSE฀THAT฀THE฀WORLD฀COULD฀OFFER฀TO฀A฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀HAD฀LOST฀SIX฀
MILLIONS����฀

4WO฀COMMERCIALLY฀RELEASED฀FILMS฀DEALT฀WITH฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OF฀$0S฀AND฀THEIR฀ALIYAH฀
TO฀)SRAEL�฀&RED฀:INNEMANN�S฀4HE฀3EARCH฀FROM฀����฀AND฀'EORGE฀3HERMAN�S฀3WORD฀IN฀
THE฀ $ESERT฀ FROM฀ �����฀ "OTH฀ MOTION฀ PICTURES฀ RECEIVED฀ WIDER฀ DISTRIBUTION฀ THAN฀ THE฀
ADVOCACY฀FILMS฀AND฀POPULARIZED฀THE฀IMAGE฀OF฀$0S฀AS฀WOUNDED฀SOULS฀SEEKING฀REUNION฀
WITH฀FAMILY฀MEMBERS฀OR฀COLLECTIVE฀REDEMPTION฀BY฀JOINING฀THE฀STRUGGLE฀FOR฀A฀*EWISH฀
STATE�฀

4HE฀ NATURALISTIC฀ LOOK฀ AND฀ TOPICAL฀ RELEVANCE฀ OF฀ 4HE฀ 3EARCH฀ HAVE฀ THEIR฀ ROOTS฀ IN฀
:INNEMANN�S฀BIOGRAPHY฀AS฀A฀*EWISH฀£MIGR£฀WHO฀STARTED฀HIS฀CAREER฀AS฀A฀FILMMAKER฀
DURING฀THE฀$EPRESSION�฀'ROWING฀UP฀IN฀!USTRIA�฀:INNEMANN฀RECALLED฀THE฀PERVASIVE฀
ANTI
3EMITISM�฀ HUNGER�฀ AND฀ UNEMPLOYMENT฀ THAT฀ ENSUED฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ DEFEAT฀ OF฀ THE฀
!USTRO
(UNGARIAN฀%MPIRE฀IN฀7ORLD฀7AR฀/NE�฀(E฀APPRENTICED฀IN฀"ERLIN฀AND฀0ARIS฀
BEFORE฀IMMIGRATING฀TO฀,OS฀!NGELES฀IN฀�����฀)N฀����฀THE฀-EXICAN฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀&INE฀
!RTS฀COMMISSIONED฀HIM฀TO฀DIRECT฀A฀SEMI
DOCUMENTARY฀ENTITLED฀4HE฀7AVE฀ABOUT฀THE฀
GRINDING฀POVERTY฀AND฀STRENUOUS฀WORK฀OF฀FISHERMEN฀IN฀A฀SMALL฀VILLAGE�฀4HIS฀EXPERIENCE฀
ENCOURAGED฀HIS฀PREDILECTIONS฀TO฀FILM฀ON฀SITE�฀CAST฀AMATEURS฀TO฀PLAY฀THEMSELVES�฀AND฀
TACKLE฀SOCIALLY฀SIGNIFICANT฀THEMES�฀5NDER฀CONTRACT฀FOR฀-'-�฀:INNEMANN฀PRIMARILY฀
DIRECTED฀ SHORTS฀ AND฀ "
FILMS�฀ 4HE฀ 3EVENTH฀ #ROSS฀ �����	฀ REPRESENTED฀ A฀ NOTABLE฀
EXCEPTION�฀)T฀CONCERNED฀A฀POLITICAL฀PRISONER฀WHO฀ESCAPES฀FROM฀A฀.AZI฀CONCENTRATION฀
CAMP฀AND฀APPROACHES฀STRANGERS฀TO฀HELP฀HIM�฀-OST฀ LACK฀THE฀COURAGE฀OR฀CONVICTION฀
TO฀ DO฀ SO�฀ 4HE฀ DEATH฀ OF฀ :INNEMANN�S฀ PARENTS฀ IN฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ ACCOUNTS฀ FOR฀ HIS฀
POSTWAR฀ATTRACTION฀TO฀STORIES฀ABOUT฀THE฀TRAUMA฀THE฀.AZIS฀INFLICTED฀ON฀THEIR฀ENEMIES฀
AS฀EVIDENCED฀NOT฀ONLY฀IN฀4HE฀3EARCH�฀BUT฀ALSO฀IN฀!CT฀OF฀6ENGEANCE฀�����	�฀HIS฀FILM฀NOIR฀
TALE฀ABOUT฀A฀VENDETTA฀AFTER฀THE฀WAR฀BETWEEN฀A฀VETERAN฀AND฀HIS฀COMMANDING฀OFFICER฀
WHO฀HAD฀BETRAYED฀HIS฀SUBORDINATES฀WHEN฀THEY฀WERE฀ALL฀WERE฀CAPTURED฀AND฀INTERNED฀IN฀
A฀'ERMAN฀0/7฀CAMP���฀

)MPRESSED฀BY฀4HE฀3EVENTH฀#ROSS฀AND฀MOVED฀BY฀4H£RÞSE฀"ONNEY�S฀PHOTOGRAPHY฀
BOOK฀ %UROPE�S฀ #HILDREN�฀ 3WISS฀ PRODUCER฀ ,AZAR฀ 7ECHSLER฀ APPROACHED฀ :INNEMANN฀
TO฀ DIRECT฀ A฀ MOVIE฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀@UNACCOMPANIED�฀ CHILDREN฀ LANGUISHING฀ IN฀ $0฀ CAMPS�฀
7ECHSLER฀AND฀SCREENWRITER฀2ICHARD฀3CHWEIZER฀HAD฀COLLABORATED฀ON฀4HE฀,AST฀#HANCE฀
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�����	�฀ A฀ FILM฀ ABOUT฀ !LLIED฀ SOLDIERS฀ SHEPHERDING฀ REFUGEES฀ TO฀ 3WITZERLAND�฀ 4HEY฀
RECRUITED฀"ONNEY฀AS฀A฀TECHNICAL฀ADVISOR฀FOR฀4HE฀3EARCH�฀4HE฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀2ELIEF฀AND฀
2EHABILITATION฀!DMINISTRATION฀�5.22!	฀GRANTED฀7ECHSLER฀AND฀"ONNEY฀PERMISSION฀
TO฀VISIT฀$0฀CAMPS฀IN฀'ERMANY�฀CONDUCT฀INTERVIEWS�฀AND฀READ฀THE฀FILES฀OF฀$0฀CHILDREN�฀
"ASED฀ON฀INCIDENTS฀THEY฀LEARNED฀ABOUT฀DURING฀THEIR฀RESEARCH�฀THEY฀SCRIPTED฀A฀DRAMA฀
ABOUT฀THE฀ADVERSITIES฀THESE฀CHILDREN฀HAD฀ENCOUNTERED�฀$ISSATISFIED฀WITH฀THE฀AUDITIONS฀
OF฀ 3WISS฀ YOUNGSTERS฀ FOR฀ THE฀ PARTS฀ OF฀ THE฀ ORPHANED฀ JUVENILES�฀ THE฀ PRODUCTION฀ TEAM฀
CAST฀ CHILDREN฀ FROM฀ THE฀ CAMPS฀ IN฀ ALL฀ BUT฀ THE฀ LEADING฀ ROLES�฀ :INNEMANN฀ SHOT฀ THE฀
OUTDOOR฀SCENES฀IN฀THE฀DEBRIS฀OF฀-UNICH฀AND฀.UREMBERG฀TO฀EVOKE฀THE฀DESOLATION฀AND฀
DISPLACEMENT฀WHICH฀PERVADES฀THE฀FILM���฀

4HE฀3EARCH฀OPENS฀WITH฀A฀TRAIN฀SCREECHING฀TO฀A฀HALT�฀!฀NARRATOR฀DESCRIBES฀THE฀PLIGHT฀
OF฀$0฀CHILDREN฀FOSTERING฀THE฀IMPRESSION฀THAT฀THE฀VIEWER฀IS฀WATCHING฀A฀DOCUMENTARY�฀
7HEN฀THE฀DOOR฀SLIDES฀OPEN�฀THE฀SLEEPING฀CHILDREN฀LOOK฀LIKE฀CORPSES฀PILED฀UPON฀ONE฀
ANOTHER�฀4HE฀5..2!฀PERSONNEL฀SHINE฀FLASHLIGHTS฀ON฀THE฀MOTIONLESS฀FIGURES�฀SOME฀
OF฀WHOM฀ARE฀ STILL฀WEARING฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀GARB�฀4HE฀AWAKENING฀OF฀ THE฀DAZED฀
BOYS฀AND฀GIRLS฀SIGNALS฀THEIR฀REBIRTH�฀4HE฀NARRATOR฀EMPHASIZES฀THE฀MAGNITUDE฀OF฀THE฀
CRISIS�฀@4HIS฀IS฀BUT฀A฀HANDFUL�฀A฀TINY฀HANDFUL�฀OF฀THE฀MILLIONS฀OF฀ORPHANED�฀HOMELESS�฀
BEWILDERED฀CHILDREN�฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀HAD฀A฀RIGHT฀TO฀BETTER฀THINGS฀n฀A฀RIGHT฀TAKEN฀FROM฀
THEM฀BY฀THE฀WAR��฀4HE฀YOUNGSTERS฀CANNOT฀COMPREHEND฀THAT฀THE฀5.22!฀SHELTER฀IS฀NOT฀
A฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP�฀4HEY฀STEAL฀BREAD�฀OBEY฀ORDERS�฀AND฀EXPECT฀TO฀BE฀FRISKED฀AFTER฀
MEALS�฀!฀FADED฀SWASTIKA฀AND฀'ERMAN฀EAGLE฀PAINTED฀ON฀A฀WALL฀LOOM฀AS฀REMINDERS฀OF฀
THEIR฀PERSECUTION฀UNDER฀.AZISM�฀

4HE฀CAMERA฀ASSUMES฀THE฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW฀OF฀THE฀5.22!฀CARETAKERS฀AS฀THEY฀DEBRIEF฀
THE฀NEW฀ARRIVALS�฀0RIOR฀TO฀THIS฀SCENE�฀THE฀CHILDREN฀BLEND฀INTO฀THE฀GROUP�฀/NLY฀WHEN฀
EACH฀ IS฀ INTERVIEWED฀ DOES฀ THE฀ RANGE฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ NATIONALITIES฀ AND฀ TRIBULATIONS฀ EMERGE�฀
4HE฀CHILDREN฀SPEAK฀IN฀THEIR฀NATIVE฀LANGUAGES฀WHICH฀ARE฀TRANSLATED฀BY฀SOCIAL฀WORKERS�฀
!N฀ORPHANED฀&RENCH฀#ATHOLIC฀YOUNGSTER฀DISCLOSES฀HE฀HAD฀BEEN฀ INTERNED฀AT฀-AUT

HAUSEN�฀!฀0OLISH฀GIRL฀AND฀HER฀BROTHER฀REVEAL฀THAT฀THEIR฀PARENTS฀DIED฀AT฀"ERGEN
"ELSEN�฀
!฀(UNGARIAN฀NAMED฀-IRIAM฀SAYS฀HER฀PARENTS฀WERE฀GASSED฀AT฀$ACHAU฀WHERE฀SHE฀SAW฀
HER฀MOTHER�S฀BLOUSE฀IN฀CLOTHING฀SHE฀SORTED�฀

!฀ BLOND฀ BOY฀ WITH฀ AN฀ IDENTIFICATION฀ NUMBER฀ FROM฀ !USCHWITZ฀ TATTOOED฀ ON฀ HIS฀
FOREARM฀ STEPS฀ UP�฀!T฀ FIRST฀ HE฀ REMAINS฀ MUTE�฀7HEN฀ HE฀ FINALLY฀ REPLIES฀ TO฀ QUESTIONS฀
ABOUT฀ HIS฀ IDENTITY�฀ HE฀ REPEATS�฀@)฀ DON�T฀ KNOW�฀ IN฀ 'ERMAN�฀!฀ FLASHBACK฀ DIVULGES฀ THE฀
BOY�S฀ REPRESSED฀ SECRET฀ n฀ THAT฀ HIS฀ PARENTS฀ WERE฀ #ZECH฀ INTELLECTUALS฀ WHO฀ HAD฀ BEEN฀
ARRESTED฀BY฀THE฀'ESTAPO�฀!LTHOUGH฀HE฀NEVER฀SAW฀HIS฀FATHER฀OR฀SISTER฀AGAIN�฀THE฀BOY�฀
WHOSE฀NAME฀IS฀+AREL�฀STAYED฀WITH฀HIS฀MOTHER฀IN฀A฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀UNTIL฀ONE฀DAY฀
HE฀SAW฀HER฀MARCHED฀AWAY�฀(IS฀AMNESIA฀AND฀SILENCE฀SIGNIFY฀HIS฀REPRESSION฀OF฀TRAUMATIC฀
MEMORIES���฀

:INNEMANN฀PLACES฀+AREL฀AND฀HIS฀MOTHER฀(ANNAH฀IN฀SETTINGS฀AND฀SITUATIONS฀THAT฀
SYMBOLIZE฀THE฀HAVOC฀THE฀4HIRD฀2EICH฀WROUGHT฀ON฀PERSONAL฀RELATIONSHIPS฀AND฀PUBLIC฀
MORALITY�฀+AREL�S฀CASEWORKER฀DECIDES฀TO฀TRANSFER฀HIM฀TO฀ANOTHER฀CENTER฀FOR฀THERAPY�฀
!N฀AMBULANCE฀DRIVES฀ INTO฀ THE฀CAMP฀TO฀PICK฀UP฀+AREL฀AND฀OTHER฀SEVERELY฀ TROUBLED฀
YOUNGSTERS�฀ 4O฀ THEM�฀ THE฀ AMBULANCE฀ TRIGGERS฀ MEMORIES฀ OF฀ THE฀ 'ERMAN฀ GAS฀ VANS�฀
3USPECTING฀THE฀WORST�฀THE฀CHILDREN฀ESCAPE฀FROM฀THE฀VEHICLE�฀+AREL฀AND฀A฀COMPANION฀
LEAP฀ INTO฀A฀RIVER฀WHERE฀+AREL฀CONCEALS฀HIMSELF฀AND฀HIS฀ FRIEND฀DROWNS�฀-EANWHILE�฀
(ANNAH฀TREKS฀ALONG฀AN฀EMPTY฀AUTOBAHN฀WHERE฀SHE฀PASSES฀SEVERAL฀COLLAPSED฀BRIDGES�฀

L�฀BARON฀ q฀ FROM฀DPS฀TO฀OLIM
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3HE฀HAS฀BEEN฀LOOKING฀FOR฀HER฀LOST฀SON฀AT฀VARIOUS฀$0฀CENTERS�฀!PPROACHING฀THE฀SHELTER฀
WHERE฀+AREL฀HAD฀BEEN฀DETAINED�฀SHE฀SEES฀A฀CEMETERY�฀4HESE฀JUXTAPOSITIONS฀INVERT฀THE฀
MEANINGS฀OF฀OBJECTS฀AND฀PLACES฀NORMALLY฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀CONNECTING฀AND฀HELPING฀
PEOPLE���฀

+AREL฀ ROAMS฀ LIKE฀ A฀ WILD฀ ANIMAL฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀ WASTELAND฀ OF฀ SPLINTERED฀ BOARDS�฀
SHATTERED฀BRICKS�฀AND฀TWISTED฀STEEL�฀3TEVENSON�฀THE฀')฀AFFABLY฀PLAYED฀BY฀-ONTGOMERY฀
#LIFT�฀COAXES฀THE฀HUNGRY฀BOY฀OUT฀OF฀HIDING฀BY฀TOSSING฀HIM฀A฀SANDWICH�฀4HEN฀HE฀GRABS฀
+AREL฀AND฀DRIVES฀HIM฀TO฀HIS฀HOME�฀(E฀NOTICES฀THAT฀THE฀LETTER฀!฀STANDING฀FOR฀!USCHWITZ฀
PRECEDES฀THE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀THE฀BOY�S฀ARM�฀!FTER฀REPEATEDLY฀TRYING฀TO฀PREVENT฀+AREL฀FROM฀
ESCAPING�฀3TEVENSON฀UNLOCKS฀THE฀GATE฀AND฀LETS฀+AREL฀OUT�฀/NLY฀THEN฀DOES฀+AREL฀REALIZE฀
THAT฀3TEVENSON฀IS฀HIS฀FRIEND฀AND฀NOT฀HIS฀WARDEN�฀(E฀TEACHES฀+AREL฀TO฀SPEAK฀%NGLISH�฀
3TEVENSON฀SHOWS฀HIM฀A฀PICTURE฀OF฀A฀FAWN฀WHICH฀+AREL฀DUBS฀"AMBI�฀0OSTWAR฀AUDIENCES฀
KNEW฀THAT฀"AMBI�S฀MOTHER฀WAS฀KILLED฀BY฀HUNTERS�฀3TEVENSON฀INFORMS฀+AREL฀OF฀HIS฀PLAN฀
TO฀ ADOPT฀ HIM฀ SINCE฀ HIS฀ MOTHER฀ IS฀ PRESUMABLY฀ DEAD�฀ +AREL฀ COMPULSIVELY฀ SKETCHES฀
HORIZONTAL฀AND฀VERTICAL฀GRIDS฀THAT฀LOOK฀LIKE฀A฀FENCE�฀(E฀RUNS฀AWAY฀AND฀FUTILELY฀WAITS฀
FOR฀HIS฀MOTHER฀AT฀THE฀GATE฀OF฀A฀LOCAL฀FACTORY฀WHICH฀IS฀SURROUNDED฀BY฀A฀FENCE�฀

!LTHOUGH฀+AREL฀IS฀NOT฀*EWISH�฀:INNEMANN฀EXPLICITLY฀REFERS฀TO฀THE฀*EWISH฀DIMENSION฀
OF฀THE฀$0฀CRISIS�฀7HEN฀(ANNAH฀INQUIRES฀WHETHER฀HER฀SON฀IS฀AT฀THE฀CAMP�฀SHE฀IS฀LED฀TO฀A฀
CHOIRBOY฀WHO฀CLAIMS฀TO฀BE฀+AREL�฀(IS฀REAL฀NAME฀TURNS฀OUT฀TO฀BE฀*OEL฀-ARKOWSKY�฀*OEL฀
PRETENDED฀TO฀BE฀#ATHOLIC฀AND฀USURPED฀+AREL�S฀NAME฀BECAUSE฀HIS฀MOTHER฀HAD฀WARNED฀
HIM฀NEVER฀TO฀REVEAL฀HE฀WAS฀*EWISH�฀4HE฀CHIEF฀SOCIAL฀WORKER฀MENTIONS฀THAT฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀
$0฀CHILDREN฀AT฀THE฀SHELTER฀ARE฀*EWISH฀AND฀THAT฀MANY฀ARE฀PREPARING฀TO฀GO฀TO฀0ALESTINE�฀
4HE฀:IONIST฀YOUTH฀ARE฀DEPICTED฀AS฀BETTER฀ADJUSTED฀AND฀OPTIMISTIC฀THAN฀THEIR฀'ENTILE฀
PEERS�฀4OWARDS฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀MOVIE�฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀CHILDREN฀CELEBRATES฀ITS฀DEPARTURE฀FOR฀
0ALESTINE฀IN฀A฀SCENE฀REPLETE฀WITH฀(EBREW฀SONGS�฀A฀POSTER฀WITH฀THE฀DEATH฀TOLL฀OF฀SIX

MILLION฀IN฀LARGE฀BOLD฀NUMBERS�฀AND฀PORTRAITS฀OF฀FAMOUS฀:IONIST฀LEADERS���฀

4HE฀ CLIMAX฀ OF฀ 4HE฀ 3EARCH฀ IS฀ AS฀ MAUDLIN฀ AS฀ IT฀ IS฀ PREDICTABLE�฀ (ANNAH฀ BOARDS฀ A฀
TRAIN฀TO฀RESUME฀HER฀QUEST฀WHILE฀3TEVENSON฀RETURNS฀THE฀BOY฀HE฀NAMED฀*IMMY฀TO฀THE฀
5.22!฀SHELTER฀UNTIL฀THE฀ADOPTION฀IS฀FINALIZED�฀!S฀3TEVENSON฀RELATES฀HOW฀AND฀WHEN฀
HE฀MET฀*IMMY�฀THE฀SOCIAL฀WORKER฀REALIZES฀THAT฀*IMMY฀IS฀+AREL�฀3HE฀RUSHES฀TO฀THE฀TRAIN฀
STATION฀TO฀STOP฀(ANNAH฀FROM฀DEPARTING�฀)N฀THE฀INTERIM�฀(ANNAH฀HAS฀DECIDED฀TO฀STAY฀
TO฀CARE฀FOR฀AN฀INCOMING฀GROUP฀OF฀ORPHANS�฀!T฀THE฀SHELTER�฀+AREL฀AND฀(ANNAH฀HAVE฀A฀
TEARFUL฀REUNION�฀

.OTWITHSTANDING฀ITS฀HAPPY฀ENDING�฀4HE฀3EARCH฀DELIVERS฀A฀POWERFUL฀MESSAGE฀ABOUT฀
THE฀DISLOCATION�฀SEPARATION�฀AND฀TRAUMA฀EXPERIENCED฀BY฀$0S�฀4HE฀TESTIMONY฀OF฀THE฀
CHILDREN�฀THEIR฀FRIGHTENED฀REACTIONS฀TO฀THE฀ROUTINES฀IN฀THE฀CAMP�฀AND฀THE฀INTRUSION฀
OF฀THE฀PAST฀INTO฀THEIR฀PRESENT฀BEHAVIORS฀ARE฀UNSETTLING�฀:INNEMANN฀WRAPPED฀A฀SUGAR฀
COATING฀AROUND฀A฀BITTER฀PILL฀AS฀HE฀READILY฀CONCEDED�฀

!LL฀OF฀US฀REALIZED�฀OF฀COURSE�฀THAT฀IT฀WOULD฀BE฀NECESSARY฀TO฀SOFTEN฀THE฀TRUTH฀TO฀A฀
CERTAIN฀EXTENT�฀BECAUSE฀TO฀SHOW฀THINGS฀AS฀THEY฀REALLY฀WERE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀MEANT฀THAT฀
THE฀!MERICAN฀AUDIENCE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀LOST฀ANY฀DESIRE฀TO฀FACE฀IT�฀USED฀AS฀THEY฀HAVE฀
BEEN฀THROUGH฀THE฀YEARS฀TO฀SEEING฀A฀SENTIMENTALIZED฀WORLD���

4HE฀ 3EARCH฀ DESERVES฀ TO฀ BE฀ RECOGNIZED฀ AS฀ THE฀ FIRST฀ SUCCESSFUL฀!MERICAN฀ FILM฀ ON฀ A฀
(OLOCAUST฀ RELATED฀ THEME�฀ )T฀ WON฀ THE฀ 'OLDEN฀ 'LOBE฀ AND฀ /SCAR฀ FOR฀ BEST฀ SCREENPLAY฀
AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀ THE฀ 5.฀!WARD฀ FROM฀ THE฀ "RITISH฀!CADEMY฀ OF฀ &ILM฀ AND฀ 4ELEVISION฀!RTS�฀
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4HE฀ .ATIONAL฀ "OARD฀ OF฀ 2EVIEW฀ CHOSE฀ IT฀ AS฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ TOP฀ TEN฀ MOVIES฀ OF฀ �������฀
,IFE฀MAGAZINE฀DEVOTED฀A฀ FOUR฀PAGE฀PICTORIAL฀SPREAD฀TO฀ IT฀WHICH฀ INCLUDED฀A฀SECTION฀
COMPARING฀ AND฀ CONTRASTING฀ STILLS฀ FROM฀ THE฀ FILM฀ TO฀ PHOTOGRAPHS฀ OF฀ CHILDREN฀ STILL฀
LANGUISHING฀IN฀%UROPEAN฀$0฀CAMPS���฀

5NLIKE฀4HE฀3EARCH฀WHICH฀GARNERED฀CRITICAL฀ACCLAIM�฀3WORD฀IN฀THE฀$ESERT฀USUALLY฀
HAS฀BEEN฀DISMISSED฀BY฀FILM฀HISTORIANS฀AS฀@LITTLE฀MORE฀THAN฀AN฀!MERICAN฀WAR฀MOVIE��฀
AND฀TYPICAL฀OF฀THE฀"฀MOVIES฀CHURNED฀OUT฀BY฀DIRECTOR฀'EORGE฀3HERMAN���฀4HE฀MAIN฀
STORYLINE฀ INVOLVES฀ THE฀ SKIRMISHES฀ BETWEEN฀ %NGLISH฀ SOLDIERS฀ AND฀ :IONIST฀ ACTIVISTS฀
WHO฀HAVE฀SMUGGLED฀REFUGEES฀INTO฀0ALESTINE฀AND฀SABOTAGED฀"RITISH฀INSTALLATIONS�฀4HE฀
ACTION฀SCENES�฀HOWEVER�฀STEM฀FROM฀THE฀OBLIGATION฀THE฀:IONISTS฀FEEL฀THEY฀OWE฀TO฀THE฀
SURVIVORS฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀!DRIFT฀IN฀LONGBOATS�฀PASSIVE฀$0S฀WAIT฀ANXIOUSLY฀AS฀$AVID�฀
THE฀ORGANIZER฀OF฀ THE฀FLOTILLA�฀PLEADS฀WITH฀THE฀MERCENARY฀CAPTAIN฀OF฀ THE฀FREIGHTER฀TO฀
ACCOMPANY฀THEM฀TO฀SHORE�฀(IS฀IMPASSIONED฀SOLILOQUY฀ENUMERATES฀THE฀CONCENTRATION฀
AND฀ DEATH฀ CAMPS฀ THEY฀ HAD฀ PASSED฀ THROUGH฀ TO฀ REACH฀ THIS฀ MOMENT฀ OF฀ LIBERATION�฀
3OME฀OF฀THE฀$0S฀STILL฀ARE฀DRESSED฀IN฀THEIR฀STRIPED฀CAMP฀CLOTHING�฀!฀-AGEN฀$AVID฀IS฀
EMBLAZONED฀ON฀THE฀BACK฀OF฀A฀JACKET฀WORN฀BY฀ONE฀OF฀THEM�฀

5PON฀LANDING฀ON฀THE฀BEACH�฀$AVID฀HOLDS฀UP฀A฀CHILD฀AND฀EXCLAIMS�฀@7E฀ARE฀HOME฀
NOW��฀!฀ SEQUENCE฀ OF฀ CLOSE
UPS฀ OF฀ ELDERLY฀ AND฀ YOUNG฀ FAMILIES฀ FOLLOWS�฀ 4HEIR฀ FACES฀
RADIATE฀HOPE฀AS฀THEY฀GAZE฀AT฀THE฀SUN฀RISING฀IN฀THE฀%AST�฀!N฀OLD฀MAN฀FALLS฀ON฀HIS฀KNEES฀
AND฀ KISSES฀ THE฀ SAND�฀ (IS฀ SON฀ CANNOT฀ BELIEVE฀ HIS฀ FATHER฀ IS฀ STILL฀ ALIVE฀ AND฀ ASKS฀ HIM�฀
@(OW฀LONG฀DID฀IT฀TAKE฀YOU฀TO฀GET฀HERE��฀$AVID฀ANSWERS฀FOR฀HIM�฀@4WO฀THOUSAND฀YEARS��฀
)N฀ 4HE฀ 3EARCH�฀ THE฀ PLOT฀ CENTERED฀ UPON฀ AN฀ INDIVIDUAL฀ FINDING฀ HIS฀ MOTHER�฀ WHEREAS฀
IN฀3WORD฀IN฀THE฀$ESERT฀ THE฀REMNANT฀OF฀A฀DISPERSED฀PEOPLE฀RETURNS฀TO฀THEIR฀"IBLICAL฀
HOMELAND�฀

$URING฀THE฀CLIMACTIC฀RESCUE฀OF฀:IONISTS฀INTERNED฀BY฀THE฀"RITISH�฀3HERMAN฀REMINDS฀
THE฀ AUDIENCE฀ OF฀ HIS฀ MOVIE฀ THAT฀ THEIR฀ RELEASE฀ IS฀ THE฀ LOGICAL฀ EXTRAPOLATION฀ OF฀ THEIR฀
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3ARAJEVO฀n฀4RAUMA฀2EVISITED

4HE฀3CANDAL฀/F฀4HE฀$OUBLE฀3URVIVOR

GARETH฀JONES

h฀)F฀THE฀'REEKS฀INVENTED฀TRAGEDY�฀THE฀2OMANS฀THE฀EPISTLE�฀
AND฀THE฀2ENAISSANCE฀THE฀SONNET�฀OUR฀GENERATION฀INVENTED฀
A฀NEW฀LITERATURE�฀THAT฀OF฀THE฀TESTIMONY�v฀฀�฀

!S฀ FILM฀ MAKER฀ AND฀ BELATED฀ DOCTORAL฀ STUDENT฀ IN฀ (OLOCAUST฀ &ILM฀ )฀ HAVE฀ WATCHED฀
HOURS฀OF฀FILMED฀TESTIMONY฀BY฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS�฀AND฀BEYOND฀THE฀OVERWHELMING฀
EMOTIONAL฀RESPONSE฀OF฀THE฀INFORMED฀VIEWER�฀ONE฀MUST฀CONSIDER฀THE฀ENTIRE฀GENRE฀WITH฀
A฀CERTAIN฀ LUCIDITY�฀7HAT฀ IS฀ THE฀APPARENT฀PURPOSE฀OF฀THE฀TESTIMONY฀FOR฀THE฀TESTIFIER�฀
7HY฀HAS฀S�HE฀REMAINED฀SILENT฀TILL฀NOW�฀)S฀IT฀WISE฀TO฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀RECOVER฀TRAUMA฀AFTER฀
SEVERAL฀DECADES�฀OR฀MAY฀THE฀EMOTIONAL฀COST฀NOT฀OUTWEIGH฀THE฀POTENTIAL฀BENEFIT�฀(OW฀
FAR฀CAN฀DELAYED฀TESTIMONY฀BE฀VIEWED฀AS฀FAITHFUL�฀UNCLOUDED฀BY฀SUBSEQUENT฀REPLAY฀OR฀
ACTING฀OUT�฀7HAT฀WILL฀BE฀UNDERSTOOD฀FROM฀THESE฀FRAGMENTS฀BY฀AN฀UNINFORMED฀VIEWER฀
TODAY฀AND฀BY฀FUTURE฀GENERATIONS฀AS฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀RECEDES�฀(OW฀CAN฀THESE฀PERSONAL฀
TRAUMATA฀BE฀PIECED฀TOGETHER฀ INTO฀A฀COHERENT฀ACCOUNT�฀AND฀INDEED฀SHOULD฀THEY฀BE�฀
,ASTLY�฀AND฀MOST฀PRESSINGLY�฀)฀AM฀FORCED฀TO฀ASK฀MYSELF฀WHAT฀MOTIVATES฀OUR฀LATTER
DAY฀
URGE฀TO฀RECORD฀THE฀TRIBULATIONS฀OF฀HALF฀A฀CENTURY฀AGO�฀WHEN฀THE฀WORLD฀AROUND฀US฀IS฀
REPEATING฀ITS฀OLD฀MISTAKES�

4HIS฀UNEASE฀WAS฀BROUGHT฀SHARPLY฀ INTO฀ FOCUS฀BY฀ TWO฀ LITTLE฀KNOWN฀DOCUMENTARY฀
FILMS฀)฀DISCOVERED฀IN฀A฀CITY฀NOT฀PRIMARILY฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀�THOUGH฀IT฀
SUFFERED฀COMPARABLE฀LOSSES฀TO฀ANY฀UNDER฀.AZI฀OCCUPATION	฀NAMELY฀3ARAJEVO�฀WHERE฀
FOR฀THE฀LAST฀FOUR฀YEARS฀)฀HAVE฀SERVED฀AS฀3CRIPT฀#ONSULTANT฀FOR฀THE฀FILM฀FESTIVAL�S฀PAN

"ALKAN฀SCREENPLAY฀COMPETITION฀#INELINK�฀WHICH฀BRINGS฀TOGETHER฀LEADING฀FILM฀MAKERS฀
FROM฀ACROSS฀3OUTH฀%AST฀%UROPE฀TO฀WORK฀TOGETHER฀ON฀THEIR฀NEXT฀PROJECT�฀

)N฀ANY฀ONE฀GROUP฀)฀HAVE฀HAD฀A฀3ERB฀WORKING฀WITH฀A฀"OSNIAN�฀OR฀A฀#ROAT฀WITH฀3ERB฀
AND฀!LBANIAN฀ALIKE�฀AND฀IT฀WASN�T฀ LONG฀BEFORE฀)฀REALIZED฀THAT฀MOST฀OF฀ THESE฀WRITERS฀
WERE฀ATTEMPTING฀TO฀DEAL฀WITH฀THE฀TRAUMA฀OF฀THE฀RECENT฀"ALKAN฀WARS฀AND฀THEIR฀CHAOTIC฀
AFTERMATH�฀IN฀TONES฀THAT฀VARIED฀FROM฀SOCIAL฀REALIST฀DOCU
FICTION฀TO฀SURREAL�฀SCRAMBLED฀
AUTOBIOGRAPHY�฀4HESE฀WERE฀MY฀CONTEMPORARIES�฀MANY฀OF฀WHOM฀WERE฀CONSCRIPTED฀OR฀
VOLUNTEERED�฀OFTEN฀ON฀OPPOSITE฀SIDES�฀AND฀)฀WAS฀STRUCK฀BY฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀RANCOUR฀WITH฀
WHICH฀THEY฀ADDRESSED฀THEIR฀SHARED฀WOUNDS฀IN฀THIS฀CREATIVE฀FORUM�฀EQUALLY฀HOWEVER�฀
BY฀ THEIR฀ SILENCES�฀ WHICH฀ SEEMED฀ AS฀ MEANINGFUL฀ AS฀ THEIR฀ DIALOGUE�฀ SUGGESTING฀ THAT฀
MUCH฀ OF฀ WHAT฀ MIGHT฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ TOLD฀ REMAINS฀ INACCESSIBLE฀ TO฀ THE฀ TELLER฀ OR฀ RECOVER

ABLE฀ ONLY฀ IN฀ FLASHES฀ OF฀ SUDDEN฀ RELEASE�฀ AN฀ ADMITTEDLY฀ NORMAL฀ PATTERN฀ OF฀ RECALL฀
MADE฀PROBLEMATIC฀BY฀DEEP
ROOTED฀DENIAL฀AND฀UNCONSCIOUSLY฀WILLED฀AMNESIA�฀

7ITHOUT฀WISHING฀IT฀)฀FOUND฀MYSELF฀IN฀THE฀POSITION฀OF฀A฀FATHER฀CONFESSOR฀OR฀THERAPIST�฀
TEASING฀OUT฀LOST฀MEANING฀AND฀OCCASIONALLY฀LAUNCHING฀A฀PROVOCATIVE฀CHALLENGE�฀HOPING฀
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TO฀DISLODGE฀SOME฀PSYCHIC฀BLOCK฀OR฀LOOSEN฀SOME฀DEEP
ROOTED฀RESISTANCE�฀)N฀SOLICITING฀
THIS฀TESTIMONY�฀HOWEVER�฀)฀HAD฀CONSTANTLY฀TO฀BEAR฀IN฀MIND฀THE฀DANGERS฀OF฀TRANSFERENCE฀
AND฀OVER
IDENTIFICATION�฀ESPECIALLY฀GIVEN฀A฀PUTATIVE฀COLONIAL฀DIMENSION�฀THESE฀WERE฀
THEIR฀STORIES�฀NOT฀MINE�฀THE฀"ALKAN฀REGION฀HAS฀A฀RICH฀CINEMATIC฀TRADITION฀OF฀ITS฀OWN�฀

)N฀THE฀PROCESS฀)฀GRADUALLY฀BECAME฀AWARE฀THAT฀)฀WAS฀SKATING฀ON฀THIN฀ICE฀IN฀TERMS฀
OF฀ MY฀ OWN฀ SUBJECT฀ POSITION�฀ &OR฀ INSTANCE�฀ WHILE฀ )฀ COULD฀ RECITE฀ MY฀ ANTI
6IETNAM฀
DEMONSTRATIONS฀ AND฀ THE฀ DRAFT฀ DODGERS฀ )฀ HAD฀ SUPPORTED�฀ WHERE฀ HAD฀ )฀ BEEN�฀ WHAT฀
HAD฀ )฀ BEEN฀ DOING�฀ DURING฀ THE฀ "ALKAN฀ WAR฀ THAT฀ ENDED฀ BARELY฀ TEN฀ YEARS฀ AGO�฀ )฀ HAD฀
BEEN฀ MAKING฀ A฀ FILM฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ OR฀ MORE฀ SPECIFICALLY฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ GENESIS฀
OF฀ #HRISTIAN฀ ANTI
SEMITISM฀ WITHOUT฀ WHICH฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ IS฀ HARD฀ TO฀ IMAGINE�฀ AND฀
A฀ BIOPIC฀ ON฀ THE฀ .AZI
RESISTING฀ THEOLOGIAN฀ $IETRICH฀ "ONHOEFFER�฀ "UT฀ )฀ HAD฀ WRITTEN฀
NOTHING฀ABOUT฀THE฀"ALKANS�฀LET฀ALONE฀ABOUT฀THE฀SIEGE฀OF฀3ARAJEVO฀WHICH฀CARRIED฀ALL฀THE฀
HALLMARKS฀OF฀GENOCIDE฀BUT฀WHICH฀WAS฀IGNORED฀BY฀LARGE฀SECTIONS฀OF฀THE฀WESTERN฀PUBLIC฀
AND฀MOST฀CERTAINLY฀BY฀WESTERN฀GOVERNMENTS�฀

#ONTRARIWISE�฀IT฀IS฀PERHAPS฀A฀SIGN฀OF฀HOW฀RECENT฀TRAUMA฀TENDS฀TO฀EFFACE฀THE฀INNER฀
AND฀OUTER฀SIGNS฀OF฀AN฀EARLIER฀TRAUMA�฀THAT฀)฀HAD฀INSPECTED฀THE฀SHELL
SCARRED�฀POCK

MARKED฀MASONRY฀OF฀3ARAJEVO฀AND฀TOURED฀THE฀CITY�S฀DEFENCES฀ON฀A฀GUIDED฀TOUR฀NOW฀
OFFERED฀ BY฀ THE฀ FORMER฀ "OSNIAN฀ #OMMANDER
IN
#HIEF฀ �ETHNICALLY฀ A฀ 3ERB�฀ ONE฀ OF฀
THE฀ MANY฀ IRONIES฀ OF฀ THAT฀ CONFLICT	�฀ BEFORE฀ COMING฀ UPON฀ THE฀ ABANDONED�฀ DESOLATE฀
*EWISH฀CEMETERY฀AND฀FINALLY฀ENQUIRING฀ABOUT฀THE฀*EWISH฀COMMUNITY฀HERE฀AND฀ITS฀FATE฀
UNDER฀THE฀.AZIS�฀ONLY฀TO฀REALIZE฀THAT฀MY฀YOUNG฀COLLEAGUE฀WHO฀ORGANIZED฀THE฀WRITERS฀
WORKSHOP฀WAS฀HIMSELF฀ *EWISH�฀ THAT฀HIS฀COLLEAGUES฀WERE฀-USLIM฀AND฀TOGETHER฀WITH฀
THE฀CITY�S฀NON
FUNDAMENTALIST฀#HRISTIANS฀ THEY฀REPRESENT฀AN฀ INDIGENOUS�฀ INTEGRATED฀
CULTURE฀OF฀THE฀MONOTHEISMS฀OF฀WHICH฀WESTERN฀%UROPE฀REMAINS฀LARGELY฀IGNORANT�฀IN฀
WHICH฀-USLIMS฀PROTECTED฀*EWS฀FROM฀.AZI฀PERSECUTION฀AND฀FIFTY฀YEARS฀LATER฀EACH฀STOOD฀
BY฀THE฀OTHER฀THROUGH฀THE฀LONGEST฀SIEGE฀IN฀HISTORY�฀

-Y฀DISCOMFORT฀INCREASED฀WHEN฀)฀REALIZED฀THAT฀AMONGST฀THE฀VICTIMS฀OF฀THE฀RECENT฀
SIEGE฀HAD฀BEEN฀SURVIVORS฀OF฀THE฀EARLIER฀HORRORS�฀/NE฀!USCHWITZ฀SURVIVOR฀HAD฀BEEN฀
FORCED฀ TO฀ FLEE฀ HER฀ HOME฀ BEFORE฀ THE฀ FIRST฀ MORTAR฀ SHELLS฀ STRUCK฀ AND฀ NEVER฀ RETURNED�฀
!NOTHER฀HAD฀SPENT฀FOUR฀YEARS฀UNDER฀SIEGE฀IN฀CONSTANT฀FEAR฀FOR฀HER฀LIFE�฀FOUR฀TIMES฀AS฀
LONG฀AS฀SHE฀HAD฀SPENT฀IN฀THE฀DEATH฀CAMP�฀

"Y฀ NOW฀ MY฀ RELUCTANCE฀ TO฀ THINK฀ HISTORICALLY�฀ TO฀ MOVE฀ BEYOND฀ THE฀ HALLOWED฀
FENCE฀ THAT฀ RINGS฀ THE฀(OLOCAUST฀ FROM฀ANY฀PREVIOUS฀OR฀SUBSEQUENT฀EVENT�฀WAS฀BEING฀
CHALLENGED฀BY฀ THE฀ LIVING฀EVIDENCE�฀NAMELY฀BY฀ THE฀UNBEARABLE฀ IRONY฀ THAT฀WHILE฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀ WAS฀ BEING฀ MEMORIALISED�฀ DISCUSSED�฀ POSSESSED฀ AND฀ EVEN฀ FOUGHT฀ OVER�฀
ONE฀OF฀ITS฀FEW฀SURVIVING฀VICTIMS฀WAS฀BEING฀SUBJECTED฀TO฀ANOTHER฀ASSAULT฀ON฀HER฀VERY฀
IDENTITY฀AND฀EXISTENCE฀�NOT฀AS฀A฀*EW�฀BUT฀AS฀A฀"OSNIAN	฀WITHOUT฀A฀FINGER฀BEING฀LIFTED฀
TO฀SAVE฀HER�

!ND฀ THIS฀ BRINGS฀ ME฀ TO฀ MY฀ CENTRAL฀ PREOCCUPATION�฀ (OW฀ CAN฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ BE฀
UNDERSTOOD฀ AS฀ @A฀ TRANSFORMATIVE฀ EVENT��฀ THAT฀ GALVANIZES฀ AND฀ LOCATES�฀ RATHER฀ THAN฀
FETISHIZING฀AND฀DISPLACING�฀TRAUMA�฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀USE฀IT฀AS฀A฀MODEL�฀A฀WARNING�฀AN฀AUGURY�฀
AN฀OMEN฀EVEN�฀AND฀NOT฀JUST฀AS฀A฀SOURCE฀OF฀IMPOTENT฀WONDERING฀AND฀DESPAIR�฀AND฀THIS฀
WITHOUT฀INDULGING฀IN฀SELF
PERPETUATING฀AND฀POTENTIALLY฀SELF
FULFILLING฀PROPHECIES฀OF฀
DOOM฀ OR฀ UNWITTINGLY฀ CONTRIBUTING฀ TO฀ OR฀ FEEDING฀ OFF฀ THE฀@GHOST฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST���฀

3URELY฀THIS฀IS฀A฀GHOST฀THAT฀SHOULD฀NEVER฀BE฀EXORCISED฀BUT฀CONTINUE฀TO฀HAUNT฀US�฀4HE฀
DANGERS฀OF฀EMULATION฀ARE฀OUTWEIGHED฀AND฀COUNTERBALANCED฀BY฀A฀DUTY฀OF฀MEMORY�
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7HILE฀ FULLY฀ ACCEPTING฀ THAT฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ OCCUPIES฀ A฀ PLACE฀ OF฀ UNIQUE฀ HORROR฀ AND฀
METAPHYSICAL฀ANGUISH฀IN฀THE฀MODERN฀WORLD�฀WHILE฀ACKNOWLEDGING฀THAT฀@COMPARISON�฀
CAN฀SERVE฀REVISIONISTS฀AS฀A฀TOOL฀FOR฀EUPHEMISM฀OR฀EVEN฀DENIAL�฀THIS฀STUDY฀TAKES฀AS฀ITS฀
POINT฀OF฀DEPARTURE฀THAT฀@UNIQUE�฀DOES฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀CONNOTE฀@UNREPEATABLE��฀5NIQUE฀
THUS฀FAR�฀"UT฀REVERENCE฀SHOULD฀NOT฀LEAVE฀ONE฀BLIND฀OR฀COMPLACENT฀TO฀THE฀GROWING�฀NOT฀
DIMINISHING�฀TEMPTATIONS฀OF฀RADICAL฀ANSWERS฀IN฀A฀WORLD฀WHERE฀DIPLOMACY฀IS฀SO฀EASILY฀
OVERTAKEN฀BY฀AGGRESSION�

)T฀IS฀IN฀THIS฀SPIRIT฀THAT฀)฀HOPE฀TO฀EXTEND฀MY฀ENQUIRY฀INTO฀"ALKAN฀GENOCIDE฀BY฀MEANS฀
OF฀ TWO฀ DOCUMENTARY฀ FILMS฀ WHICH฀ EMERGED฀ FROM฀ THIS฀ CAULDRON�฀ NEITHER฀ OF฀ THEM฀
RELEASED฀IN฀THE฀WEST�฀BOTH฀OF฀WHICH฀)฀INTRODUCE฀HERE฀WITH฀THE฀PERMISSION฀OF฀THE฀FILM฀
MAKERS�

2IKICA�฀ A฀ STUDENT฀ GRADUATION฀ FILM฀ OF฀ APPROXIMATELY฀ TWENTY฀ MINUTES฀ BY฀ -ARKO฀
-AMUZIC฀WHICH฀WAS฀MADE฀ENTIRELY฀IN฀3ARAJEVO฀IN฀�������฀WITH฀THE฀PARTICIPATION฀OF฀A฀
LOCAL฀TELEVISION฀STATION฀ON฀THE฀EVE฀OF฀THE฀WAR฀IN฀HONOUR฀OF฀2IKICA฀3LOSBERG�฀WHO฀WAS฀
DEPORTED฀FROM฀3ARAJEVO฀IN฀�����฀SPENT฀FOUR฀YEARS฀IN฀.AZI฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMPS�฀WAS฀
FORCED฀FROM฀3ARAJEVO฀A฀SECOND฀TIME฀JUST฀AS฀THE฀9UGOSLAV฀WARS฀WERE฀STARTING฀AND฀DIED฀
IN฀3WITZERLAND฀IN฀�����

!ND�฀'RETA�฀A฀LONGER฀PIECE฀OF฀ONE฀HOUR฀AND฀FIFTEEN฀MINUTES฀SHOT฀AFTER฀THE฀PRESENT฀
CEASEFIRE฀ PRINCIPALLY฀ IN฀ 3ARAJEVO฀ BUT฀ ALSO฀ IN฀ 0ARIS�฀!USCHWITZ฀ AND฀9AD฀6ASHEM฀ BY฀
(ARIS฀ 0ASOVIC�฀ ON฀ 0ROFESSOR฀ 'RETA฀ &ARUSIC�฀ WHO฀ WAS฀ DEPORTED฀ FROM฀ 3ARAJEVO฀ TO฀
!USCHWITZ�฀ LIBERATED฀ IN฀ *ANUARY฀ �����฀ GRADUATED฀ IN฀ !RCHITECTURE฀ IN฀ "ELGRADE฀ AND฀
TAUGHT฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀IN฀3ARAJEVO�฀ENDURED฀THE฀ENTIRE฀FOUR
YEAR฀SIEGE฀OF฀THAT฀CITY฀
AND฀STILL฀LIVES฀THERE�฀

)N฀STRESSING฀THAT฀)฀HAVE฀MET฀NEITHER฀2IKICA฀3LOSBERG฀NOR฀'RETA฀&ARUSIC฀PERSONALLY�฀
)฀PUT฀MYSELF฀IN฀A฀POSITION฀WE฀WILL฀ALL฀SHARE฀AS฀THE฀GENERATION฀OF฀SURVIVORS฀GRADUALLY฀
LEAVES฀ US�฀ OBLIGING฀ US฀ TO฀ RELY฀ ON฀ RECORDED฀ TESTIMONY฀ RATHER฀ THAN฀ ON฀ DIRECT฀ ORAL฀
TRANSMISSION�฀

2EFLECTING฀ON฀%LIE฀7IESEL�S฀LAPIDARY฀STATEMENT฀�ABOVE	�฀3HOSHANA฀&ELMAN฀REPORTS฀
OF฀ HER฀ STUDENT฀ GROUP฀ EXPOSED฀ TO฀ TESTIMONIAL฀ FILMS฀ FROM฀ THE฀ &ORTUNOFF฀ 6IDEO฀
!RCHIVE฀�฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀FIRST฀HARROWED�฀THEN฀GALVANIZED�฀AND฀)฀CAN฀CORROBORATE฀SUCH฀
AN฀EXPERIENCE฀THROUGH฀MY฀OWN฀VIEWING�฀BUT฀NONETHELESS฀)฀MUST฀ALSO฀ASK�฀TO฀WHAT฀
EXTENT฀CAN฀FILM฀TESTIMONY฀CONVEY฀THE฀REALITY฀OF฀ACTUAL฀EXPERIENCE฀AND฀THEREBY฀ASSIST฀
THE฀TRANSMUTING฀OF฀MEMORY฀INTO฀HISTORY�

)N฀ A฀ SINGLE฀ SCENE฀ SHOT฀ IN฀ THE฀ DEVASTATED฀ *EWISH฀ CEMETERY฀ OF฀ 3ARAJEVO�฀ 2IKICA฀
SHOWS฀AN฀OLD฀LADY฀TAKING฀FAREWELL฀OF฀HER฀HOME฀ON฀THE฀EVE฀OF฀THE฀SIEGE�฀VISITING฀FOR฀
THE฀LAST฀TIME฀HER฀FATHER�S฀GRAVE�฀WHERE฀SHE฀EXPRESSES฀A฀FEELING฀KNOWN฀TO฀ALL฀(OLOCAUST฀
SURVIVORS฀�AND฀ECHOED฀BY฀'RETA฀&ARUSIC	฀@THANK฀'OD฀HE฀DIED฀BEFORE฀SEEING฀ALL฀THIS��฀A฀
GRAVE฀SHE฀CAN฀AT฀LEAST฀IDENTIFY�฀WHILE฀HER฀MOTHER฀AND฀BROTHER฀LIE฀IN฀UNKNOWN฀LANDS�฀THE฀
LATTER฀PROBABLY฀IN฀*ASENOVAC฀THE฀.AZI฀#ROATIAN฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP�฀(ER฀WORDS฀ARE฀AS฀
JAGGED฀AND฀LOP
SIDED฀AS฀THE฀TOMBSTONES�฀HER฀GRIEF฀OVERWHELMING�฀UNCOMPREHENDED�฀
A฀TRAUMA฀FROM฀WHICH฀SHE฀HAS฀CLEARLY฀NEVER฀RECOVERED�฀

3PEAKING฀OF฀HER฀VIOLENT฀ARREST�฀SHE฀EVOKES฀IN฀VIVID฀DETAIL฀HER฀FIRST฀IMPRISONMENT�฀
SEPARATED฀BY฀A฀THIN฀PARTITION฀FROM฀THE฀MEN฀IN฀THE฀ADJACENT฀CELL�

3OMEBODY฀WAS฀PLAYING฀SOMETHING฀���฀A฀GUITAR฀OR฀VIOLIN�฀)฀ASKED฀WHO฀WAS฀PLAYING฀
THERE�฀ )฀ WAS฀ TOLD฀h,IECHTENSTEINv�฀h$O฀ YOU฀ KNOW฀ HOW฀ TO฀ SING�v฀ HE฀ ASKED฀ ME�฀
h)฀KNOW฀SOME�v฀h/K�฀SHOW฀WHAT฀YOU฀CAN฀SING�v฀3O฀)฀SANG฀JUST฀A฀BIT�฀JUST฀TO฀SHOW฀

G�฀JONES฀ q฀ SARAJEVO฀n฀TRAUMA฀REVISITED
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)฀COULD�฀(E฀SAID�฀h&INE�฀)฀SEE฀YOU฀KNOW฀HOW฀TO฀SING�฀)�M฀COMPOSER�฀)�LL฀WRITE฀SOME฀
MUSIC฀AND฀WE฀CAN฀SING฀ALL฀TOGETHER�v฀!FTER฀THREE฀OR฀FOUR฀DAYS�฀HE฀SAID�฀h)฀WROTE฀
ONE฀SONG฀FOR฀YOU฀AND฀TONIGHT฀WE฀CAN฀NOW฀SING฀ALL฀TOGETHER�v

4HIS฀IS฀THE฀ONLY฀MEMORY฀SHE฀GIVES฀US฀OF฀FOUR฀YEARS�฀CAPTIVITY�฀AND฀ONE฀MIGHT฀DEDUCE฀
THAT฀THE฀REST฀IS฀TOO฀APPALLING฀TO฀NARRATE฀OR฀EVEN฀THAT฀TRAUMATIC฀REPRESSION฀HAS฀WIPED฀
THE฀SLATE฀CLEAN�฀3HE฀EITHER฀CANNOT฀OR฀DOES฀NOT฀WISH฀TO฀DWELL฀ON฀IT�฀AND฀GIVES฀US฀INSTEAD฀
THIS฀LUMINOUS฀FRAGMENT฀OF฀RESTORED฀EXPERIENCE฀WHICH฀CLEARLY฀HAS฀SUSTAINED฀HER฀FOR฀
DECADES฀PAST�฀ THOUGH฀WHETHER฀ SHE฀CONSCIOUSLY฀ REMEMBERED฀,IECHTENSTEIN฀AND฀HIS฀
SPIRITED฀ MUSICAL฀ RESISTANCE฀ DURING฀ HER฀ FOLLOWING฀ FOUR฀ YEARS฀ IN฀ THE฀ CAMPS�฀ OR฀ HAS฀
RETRIEVED฀�OR฀EVEN฀CONJURED	฀THEM฀MORE฀RECENTLY�฀ONE฀CANNOT฀KNOW�฀4HE฀PERVERSION฀OF฀
MUSIC฀BY฀THE฀.AZIS฀IS฀OFTEN฀DWELLED฀ON�฀SO฀MUCH฀SO฀THAT฀ANY฀MORE฀POSITIVE฀REFERENCE฀
RISKS฀SEEMING฀SENTIMENTAL฀OR฀ARTIFICIAL�฀BUT฀NONETHELESS฀2IKICA�S฀LUMINOUS
BECAUSE

FRAGMENTARY฀ ACCOUNT฀ CONVINCES฀ ONE฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ MOMENT฀ OF฀ SHARED฀ SONG฀ IS฀ INDEED฀
FIRST
HAND฀ EXPERIENCE�฀ CLEARLY฀ REMEMBERED�฀ EVEN฀ IF฀ �OR฀ RATHER�฀ ESPECIALLY฀ SINCE	฀ IT฀
ALSO฀SERVES฀AS฀A฀THRESHOLD฀MEMORY�฀A฀BOURN�฀A฀LIMIT�฀BEYOND฀WHICH฀HER฀MIND฀IS฀NOT฀
PREPARED฀TO฀RETURN�฀BEYOND฀WHICH฀NOTHING฀MORE฀IN฀HER฀EPIC฀OF฀SUFFERING฀IS฀RECOVERABLE฀
OR฀REDEEMABLE�฀

3OME฀ SURVIVORS฀ SPEAK฀ OF฀ THE฀ DESIRE�฀ THE฀ ABSOLUTE฀ IMPERATIVE�฀ TO฀ OUTLIVE฀ THEIR฀
PERSECUTORS฀AND฀BRING฀THEM฀TO฀JUSTICE�฀7HAT฀KEPT฀2IKICA฀ALIVE�฀SHE฀SAYS�฀WAS฀LOVE฀OF฀
LIFE฀AND฀OF฀HER฀CHILD�฀

%VERY฀MORNING฀)฀WOKE฀UP�฀)฀OPENED฀MY฀EYES฀AND฀)฀WAS฀THINKING฀OF฀HIM�฀)฀WAS฀
SAYING฀TO฀MYSELF฀hOH฀GOD�฀HOW฀IS฀HE�฀WHERE฀IS฀HE�฀WHAT฀DOES฀HE฀EAT�฀HOW฀DOES฀HE฀
LOOK�v฀"UT฀)฀NEVER฀THOUGHT฀HE฀MIGHT฀NOT฀BE฀ALIVE�฀)฀ALWAYS฀KNEW฀HE฀WAS฀ALIVE�฀
)฀KNEW฀)฀HAD฀TO฀SEE฀HIM�

4HE฀COMPULSIVE฀REPETITION฀IN฀HER฀SPEECH฀PATTERNS฀CONVEYS฀THE฀ACTING
OUT฀OF฀A฀SCENARIO฀
NEVER฀TRULY฀LAID฀TO฀REST�฀WHICH฀HAUNTS฀HER฀EVEN฀AS฀SHE฀SPEAKS฀SO฀MANY฀DECADES฀LATER�฀
CONTEMPLATING฀HER฀FLIGHT฀FROM฀A฀SECOND฀ORDEAL�฀@)฀BELIEVE฀IN฀ LOVE�฀)฀DON�T฀BELIEVE฀IN฀
'OD��฀SHE฀SAYS�฀THEN฀STUTTERINGLY฀ADDS�฀@)F฀'OD฀WANTED฀���฀)F฀THERE฀WAS฀A฀'OD�฀THEN฀HE฀
WOULD฀NEVER฀HAVE฀DONE฀WHAT฀HE฀DID�฀4HEN�฀BUT฀ALSO฀NOW��฀

)N฀THIS฀SIMPLE฀ALSO฀NOW฀WE฀FEEL฀THE฀WEIGHT฀OF฀THE฀SECOND฀TRAUMA฀ABOUT฀TO฀OVERTAKE฀
HER�฀DESPAIR฀AT฀LESSONS฀UNLEARNED�฀AT฀MAN�S฀COMPULSIVE฀RE
INFLICTION฀OF฀WOUNDS�฀AND฀
ONE฀ HARBOURS฀ DOUBTS฀ PERHAPS฀ ABOUT฀ HER฀ READINESS฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ TESTIMONY฀ SHE฀ HAS฀ JUST฀
GIVEN฀IN฀SUCH฀FORMLESS฀AUTHENTICITY�฀HER฀MEMORIES฀ARE฀SO฀PARTIAL�฀SO฀FRACTURED฀AND฀
SO฀PAINFUL�฀THAT฀ONE฀WONDERS฀�WITH฀VAN฀DER฀+OLK�VAN฀DER฀(ART	฀@#AN฀THE฀!USCHWITZ฀
EXPERIENCE฀AND฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀INNUMERABLE฀FAMILY฀MEMBERS฀DURING฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀REALLY฀
BE฀ INTEGRATED�฀ BE฀ MADE฀ PART฀ OF฀ ONE�S฀ AUTOBIOGRAPHY���฀ AND฀ 3AUL฀ &RIEDLANDER฀ ADDS�฀
QUOTING฀ ,AWRENCE฀ ,ANGER�฀ @4HE฀ EFFORTS฀ OF฀ MEMORY฀ IN฀ THESE฀ TESTIMONIES฀ LIBERATE฀
A฀ SUBTEXT฀ OF฀ LOSS฀���฀CHAGRIN฀���฀VEXATION฀ THAT฀ COEXISTS฀ WITH฀ WHATEVER฀ RELIEF฀ �IS฀ THUS฀
ACHIEVED�฀WHICH฀MAY฀BE	฀LESS฀SUBSTANTIAL฀THAN฀WE฀HAVE฀BEEN฀LED฀TO฀BELIEVE���฀

/THERS฀INCLUDING฀#ARUTH฀HAVE฀ELABORATED฀ON฀@THE฀BETRAYAL฀OF฀TRAUMA�฀BY฀WHICH฀THE฀
OBJECT฀OF฀TRAUMA฀IS฀LOST�฀TRAVESTIED฀AND฀TRADUCED฀BY฀ITS฀NAMING�฀LEAVING฀THE฀@PATIENT��฀OR฀
THE฀@BENEFICIARY฀OF฀THERAPY��฀WITH฀A฀HOLLOW฀AND฀OFTEN฀GUILTY฀RESENTMENT฀AT฀HAVING฀BEEN฀
STRIPPED฀EVEN฀OF฀HER฀SUFFERING฀VIA฀A฀TESTIMONY฀THAT฀CAN฀NEVER฀ADEQUATELY฀CONVEY฀THE฀
EXPERIENCE��฀#AN฀TRAUMA฀EVER฀BE฀RECOVERED�฀ONE฀MIGHT฀ASK�฀OR฀IS฀THE฀VERY฀RECOVERY฀AN฀
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ACT฀OF฀ABANDONMENT�฀@4HE฀QUESTION฀ARISES��฀ASK฀VAN฀DER฀+OLK�VAN฀DER฀(ART฀@WHETHER฀
IT฀IS฀NOT฀A฀SACRILEGE฀OF฀THE฀TRAUMATIC฀EXPERIENCE฀TO฀PLAY฀WITH฀THE฀REALITY฀OF฀THE฀PAST���฀
(OWEVER฀IT฀IS฀WORTH฀RETURNING฀TO฀3HOSHANA฀&ELMAN฀ON฀THIS�

0SYCHOANALYSIS฀;���=฀PROFOUNDLY฀RETHINKS฀AND฀RADICALLY฀RENEWS฀THE฀VERY฀CONCEPT฀
OF฀THE฀TESTIMONY�฀BY฀;���=฀RECOGNIZING฀FOR฀THE฀FIRST฀TIME฀IN฀THE฀HISTORY฀OF฀CULTURE฀
THAT฀ ONE฀ DOES฀ NOT฀ HAVE฀ TO฀ POSSESS�฀ OR฀ OWN฀ THE฀ TRUTH�฀ IN฀ ORDER฀ TO฀ EFFECTIVELY฀
BEAR฀WITNESS฀TO฀IT�฀THAT฀SPEECH฀AS฀SUCH฀IS฀UNWITTINGLY฀TESTIMONIAL�฀AND฀THAT฀THE฀
SPEAKING฀SUBJECT฀CONSTANTLY฀BEARS฀WITNESS฀TO฀A฀TRUTH฀THAT฀NONETHELESS฀CONTINUES฀
TO฀ESCAPE฀HIM�฀A฀TRUTH฀THAT฀IS�฀ESSENTIALLY�฀NOT฀AVAILABLE฀TO฀ITS฀OWN฀SPEAKER��฀

%VEN฀ RESPECTING฀ THE฀ NEED฀ TO฀ COUNTERBALANCE฀ THIS฀ APPROACH฀ WITH฀ 2UTH฀ ,EYS�฀
WARNING฀ THAT฀ TRAUMA฀ THEORY฀ IS฀@FUNDAMENTALLY฀ UNSTABLE����฀ AND฀ REMEMBERING฀ THAT฀
PSYCHOANALYSIS฀ CONSTANTLY฀ RUNS฀ THE฀ RISK฀ OF฀ ARROGATING฀ EXPERIENCE฀ FROM฀ ANALYSAND฀
TO฀ANALYST฀WITH฀UNCONSCIOUS฀AND฀SOMETIMES฀MUTUAL฀COLLUSION�฀IT฀IS฀WORTH฀LISTENING฀
TO฀THE฀EMPATHETIC฀DEPTH฀OF฀#ATHY฀#ARUTH�S฀APPROACH฀WHEN฀SHE฀WRITES฀IN฀5NCLAIMED฀
%XPERIENCE฀OF฀@THE฀WAY฀IN฀WHICH฀TRAUMA฀MAY฀LEAD฀���฀TO฀THE฀ENCOUNTER฀WITH฀ANOTHER�฀
THROUGH฀THE฀VERY฀POSSIBILITY฀AND฀SURPRISE฀OF฀LISTENING฀TO฀ANOTHER�S฀WOUND����฀)T฀WAS฀
ALWAYS฀IN฀THIS฀HOPE฀THAT฀)฀HAVE฀OFFERED฀SCRIPT฀CONSULTANCY�฀AND฀THAT฀)฀NOW฀ATTEMPT฀THE฀
ANALYSIS฀OF฀THESE฀TWO฀FILMS�

)F฀2IKICA฀ REVEALS฀ THE฀ SUFFERING฀OF฀ ITS฀ SUBJECT฀ IN฀ STARTLINGLY฀UNMEDIATED฀ FORM�฀ IN฀
FRAGMENTS฀AND฀EXPLOSIONS฀WHICH฀REFLECT฀THE฀UNHEALED฀TRAUMA฀OF฀THE฀SPEAKER�฀'RETA฀
UNFOLDS฀WITH฀MAJESTIC฀SELF
CONTROL฀OF฀BOTH฀WITNESS฀AND฀FILMMAKER�฀!฀SINGLE฀INTERVIEW฀
IN฀UNWAVERING฀MID
SHOT฀INTERSPERSED฀WITH฀VERY฀RARE฀CLOSE
UPS฀FROM฀AN฀IDENTICAL฀ANGLE฀
SHOWS฀US฀THE฀CORNER฀OF฀A฀COMFORTABLE�฀ELEGANT฀LIVING฀ROOM฀WITH฀THE฀SUBJECT฀COMPOSED�฀
REFLECTIVE�฀DOMINANT฀EVEN฀AS฀SHE฀RECOUNTS฀THE฀SALIENT฀MOMENTS฀OF฀HER฀ LIFE฀WITH฀THE฀
CONSCIOUS฀ACCURACY฀OF฀A฀COURT฀WITNESS฀WISHING฀NO฀TRACE฀OF฀HYPERBOLE฀TO฀CLOUD฀HER฀
CREDIBILITY�฀!S฀IF฀TO฀SOBER฀UP฀THE฀VIEWER฀ALSO�฀THE฀FILM฀STARTS฀WITH฀SEVERAL฀MINUTES฀OF฀
POST
SIEGE฀ 3ARAJEVO฀ UNADORNED฀ BY฀ MUSIC฀ OR฀ COMMENTARY�฀ THE฀ SNOW฀ ON฀ MOUNTAIN฀
BUNKERS�฀THE฀GRAVEYARDS�฀THE฀BURNED
OUT฀PARLIAMENT�฀THE฀RAVAGED฀POST฀OFFICE�฀OBJECTS฀
WHICH฀TELL฀THEIR฀OWN฀STORY฀IN฀SILENCE฀FINALLY฀BROKEN฀WHEN฀'RETA�S฀VOICE฀PICKS฀UP฀ALMOST฀
EERILY฀ELOQUENT฀WHERE฀2IKICA฀LEFT฀OFF฀SO฀SPEECHLESS�

7E฀WHO฀HAVE฀SURVIVED฀NOT฀JUST฀ONE฀WAR฀BUT฀THIS฀WAR฀TOO฀HAVE฀STARTED฀TO฀THINK฀
THAT฀THE฀IDEA฀OF฀JUSTICE฀IS฀VERY฀ABSTRACT฀���฀IT฀TAKES฀VARIOUS฀FORMS฀AND฀IS฀INTERPRETED฀
VERY฀DIFFERENTLY�

!S฀ IF฀ TO฀ WARN฀ THE฀ VIEWER฀ AGAINST฀ EASY฀ IDENTIFICATIONS�฀ THIS฀ BITTER฀ OPENING฀ SALVO฀ IS฀
MITIGATED฀BY฀A฀GLIMPSE฀OF฀A฀ STARTLINGLY฀YOUTHFUL�฀ RADIANT฀'RETA฀EXCHANGING฀BANTER฀
WITH฀FRIENDS฀ON฀A฀STREET฀CORNER�฀A฀MOMENT฀OF฀AFFECTIONATE฀LEVITY฀AMONGST฀COUNTLESS฀
OTHERS฀ IN฀ THIS฀ MOST฀ RESILIENT�฀ WITTY�฀ SOPHISTICATED฀ OF฀ CITIES�฀ /NLY฀ AFTER฀ CUTAWAYS฀ TO฀
A฀PAIR฀OF฀CRUTCHES฀AMIDST฀THE฀CROWDS�฀THE฀SILENCE฀OF฀THE฀MOUNTAINS฀WHICH฀RECENTLY฀
RAINED฀ DOWN฀ MORE฀ FIREPOWER฀ THAN฀ WAS฀ CONCENTRATED฀ ON฀ "ERLIN฀ IN฀ �����฀ AND฀ A฀
THOUGHTFUL฀VISUAL฀DISQUISITION฀ON฀SYNAGOGUE�฀MOSQUE฀AND฀CHURCH�฀DO฀WE฀REDISCOVER฀
'RETA฀ HEADING฀ HOME�฀ UNAWARE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CAMERA฀ WATCHING฀ AS฀ SHE฀ PULLS฀ HER฀ STRAP฀ BAG฀
MORE฀FIRMLY฀OVER฀HER฀SHOULDER�฀HER฀FACE฀CLOSING฀IN฀A฀LONELY฀MASK฀OF฀RESISTANCE฀AND฀
�WHO฀KNOWS�	฀REPRESSION�฀DENIAL�฀SUFFERING฀n฀AS฀IF฀THE฀FILM฀MAKER฀WERE฀ALERTING฀US฀TO฀
THE฀IMMENSE฀DIGNITY฀THAT฀WOULD฀STOP฀US฀IN฀OUR฀TRACKS฀IF฀WE฀VENTURED฀TOO฀CLOSE�฀!ND฀
THEN฀ THE฀ INTERVIEW฀ STARTS�฀ 'RETA฀ IMMACULATE�฀ PROUD�฀ UNFALTERING�฀ NOT฀ ONE฀ SYLLABLE฀

G�฀JONES฀ q฀ SARAJEVO฀n฀TRAUMA฀REVISITED
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OUT฀OF฀PLACE฀AS฀SHE฀TELLS฀HER฀STORY฀FROM฀START฀TO฀FINISH�฀AS฀IF฀DETERMINED฀NOT฀TO฀LET฀HER฀
PERSECUTORS฀GET฀THE฀BETTER฀OF฀HER฀COMPOSURE฀EVEN฀FOR฀A฀SECOND�฀RELYING฀ON฀SOBER฀GOOD฀
HUMOUR฀TO฀EXCLUDE฀ANY฀TRACE฀OF฀THE฀SHAME฀NOTORIOUSLY฀ASCRIBED฀TO฀SURVIVORS���฀

4HE฀SIGNALS฀THAT฀BETRAY฀THIS฀COMPOSURE฀ARE฀FRACTIONAL฀AND฀EASILY฀MISSED�฀THE฀MEREST฀
FLUTTER฀OF฀HER฀HANDS฀IMMEDIATELY฀SUPPRESSED฀AS฀SHE฀SPEAKS฀OF฀THE฀FAMILY�S฀REMOVAL฀
TO฀ 3UBOTICA�฀ THE฀ SLIGHT฀ CLEARING฀ OF฀ THE฀ THROAT฀ AS฀ SHE฀ MENTIONS฀ THE฀ 3CHUTZPOLIZEI�฀
THE฀VERTICAL฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀ THE฀HAND฀AS฀SHE฀DEMONSTRATES฀ THE฀RED฀STRIPE฀BEHIND฀THE฀
!USCHWITZ฀ UNIFORM�฀ HER฀ FINGERS฀ IMMEDIATELY฀ STIFLING฀ THE฀ GESTURE฀ AS฀ INAPPROPRIATE�฀
@%VERYTHING฀ IS฀ MY฀ PERSONAL฀ EXPERIENCE�฀ )฀ DON�T฀ WANT฀ TO฀ DISCUSS฀ OTHER฀ PEOPLE�S฀
EXPERIENCES�฀SHE฀SAYS฀WITH฀ALMOST฀PATRICIAN฀DISDAIN�฀UNDERLINING฀ON฀THE฀ONE฀HAND฀HER฀
VERACITY�฀HER฀REFUSAL฀TO฀SPECULATE฀OR฀DEMEAN฀BY฀VULGAR฀RETAILING฀OF฀COMMONPLACES�฀
AND฀ON฀THE฀OTHER฀HER฀DETACHMENT฀FROM฀EVEN฀HER฀OWN฀SUFFERING�฀

)N฀THAT฀CONFUSION฀THE฀MEN฀WERE฀SEPARATED฀SO฀)฀DIDN�T฀SEE฀MY฀FATHER฀ANY฀MORE�฀
-Y฀MOTHER฀AND฀)฀WALKED฀SIDE฀BY฀SIDE�฀)฀WENT฀RIGHT�฀SHE฀WENT฀LEFT�฀)฀STOPPED฀AND฀
TURNED฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME฀AS฀SHE฀STOPPED฀AND฀TURNED�฀AND฀WE฀LOOKED฀AT฀EACH฀OTHER฀
BUT฀THEY฀HURRIED฀US฀ON�฀4HOSE฀WHO฀WENT฀TO฀THE฀LEFT�฀WE฀NEVER฀SAW฀THEM฀AGAIN�

4HIS฀MOMENT฀SHARED฀IN฀ANGUISH฀BY฀THOUSANDS฀UPON฀THOUSANDS฀HAS฀BEEN฀TOLD฀AND฀
RETOLD฀ SO฀ OFTEN฀ BUT฀ RARELY฀ WITH฀ SUCH฀ ABSOLUTE฀ SELF
CONTROL�฀ ENABLING฀ THE฀ VIEWER฀ A฀
GLIMPSE฀OF฀THE฀HORROR�฀THE฀EXTREME�฀SUPPRESSED฀EVEN฀PROHIBITED฀EMOTIONS฀PRECISELY฀
THROUGH฀THE฀RE
ENACTMENT฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀SUPPRESSION฀IN฀THE฀TELLING�฀4HE฀CLUE฀LIES฀IN฀THE฀
INFINITE฀EXTENSION฀OF฀THAT฀SINGLE฀MOMENT฀n฀SURELY฀A฀FEW฀MINUTES฀AT฀MOST฀n฀BETWEEN฀THE฀
LOSING฀OF฀HER฀FATHER฀AND฀THE฀LOSING฀OF฀HER฀MOTHER�฀A฀DOUBLE฀LOSS฀SHE฀STRETCHES฀ALMOST฀
TO฀INFINITY฀IN฀THE฀RECOLLECTING�฀

,ATER�฀WHEN฀SHE฀TELLS฀US�฀@/THER฀GIRLS฀SAW฀THEIR฀MOTHERS฀DECLINE�฀)฀REMEMBER฀MY฀
MOTHER฀AS฀A฀HEALTHY฀WOMAN฀���฀HOW฀MUCH฀WORSE฀IT฀MUST฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FOR฀THEM�฀n฀HER฀
COMPASSION฀ASKS฀FOR฀NO฀MORE฀ATTENTION฀THAN฀HER฀SUFFERING�฀PERHAPS฀FOR฀FEAR฀OF฀SELF

PITY�

!ND฀ WHILE฀ THE฀ RAIN฀ DRUMS฀ ENDLESSLY฀ ON฀ BLOCK฀ HOUSE฀ CORRUGATED฀ ROOFS฀ IN฀ SLOW฀
PANS฀ REMINISCENT฀ OF฀ #LAUDE฀ ,ANZMANN�฀ ONE฀ CANNOT฀ HELP฀ BUT฀ CONSIDER฀ ALSO฀ THE฀
CONTRASTS฀ WITH฀ THAT฀ MONOLITHIC฀ FILMMAKER�฀ 7HOLLY฀ ABSENT฀ FROM฀ THE฀ SCREEN�฀ THE฀
INTERVIEWER�FILM฀ MAKER฀ OF฀ 'RETA฀ HAS฀ LEFT฀ NO฀ PERSONAL฀ TRACE�฀ CLEARLY฀ CONSIDERING฀
HIMSELF฀AN฀IRRELEVANCE฀TO฀HIS฀NARRATIVE�฀!T฀NO฀POINT฀DOES฀ONE฀SENSE฀THAT฀'RETA฀HAS฀
BEEN฀ PUSHED฀ OR฀ PRESSURED�฀ LET฀ ALONE฀ INTERROGATED�฀ AND฀ WHAT฀ EMERGES฀ IS฀ ARGUABLY�฀
PARADOXICALLY฀MORE฀HORRIFIC฀AND฀MORE฀REAL฀THAN฀ANY฀EVOCATION฀,ANZMANN฀ACHIEVES฀
WITH฀HIS฀INTRUSIVE฀QUESTIONING�฀HIS฀INSISTENCE฀ON฀THE฀RELEASE฀OF฀LONG
BURIED฀TRAUMA฀
IN฀ AND฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀ INTERVIEW฀ ITSELF���฀ "Y฀ THE฀ TIME฀ 'RETA฀ REPORTS฀@THERE฀ WAS฀ A฀ VERY฀
BAD฀ SMELL฀ IN฀ THE฀ CAMP�฀ HER฀ MATTER
OF
FACT฀ TONE฀ IS฀ BECOMING฀ NEARLY฀ UNBEARABLE฀
AND฀ ONE฀ REALIZES฀ IT฀ IS฀ PRECISELY฀ THIS฀ FACTUAL฀ UNBEARABLENESS฀ WHICH฀ BEST฀ REPRESENTS฀
THE฀ ORIGINAL฀ EXPERIENCE�฀ 4HE฀ VERY฀ FACTUALITY฀ BETRAYS฀ THE฀ REALITY฀ OF฀ THE฀ EXPERIENCE฀
AND฀SIMULTANEOUSLY฀THE฀UNRESOLVED฀TRAUMA฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVOR�฀/NE฀IS฀IN฀THE฀PRESENCE�฀
"UT฀ THE฀PRESENCE฀VEILS฀ ITSELF�฀ SO฀AS฀NOT฀ TO฀DESTROY฀ THE฀BEHOLDER�฀AND฀ IN฀ THE฀PROCESS฀
BECOMES฀MORE฀VISIBLE�

3HE฀REMEMBERS฀THE฀FAITHFUL฀*EWS�฀MAINLY฀FROM฀TRADITIONAL�฀UNEDUCATED฀FAMILIES�฀
@THE฀WORST฀THING฀WAS฀THEIR฀BELIEF฀THAT฀THE฀CAMP฀WAS฀'OD�S฀PUNISHMENT฀FOR฀THEIR฀SO

CALLED฀SINS��฀AND฀NOTES฀WITH฀THE฀MEREST฀GLIMMER฀OF฀HUMOUR฀@IT฀WAS฀A฀SIN฀NOT฀TO฀KNOW฀
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9IDDISH�฀THAT�S฀WHY฀WE�RE฀HERE��฀"UT฀DESPITE฀THIS฀APPARENT฀REJECTION฀OF฀THE฀HOLY฀IN฀ITS฀
USUAL฀ FORMS�฀ THIS฀ IS฀ A฀ TESTIMONY฀ WHICH฀ SHINES฀ NOT฀ JUST฀ WITH฀ PERSONAL฀ CONVICTION฀
BUT฀ WITH฀ A฀ SECRET฀ PERCEPTION฀ OF฀ MEANING�฀ EVEN฀ OF฀ TRANSCENDENCE�฀ SUGGESTING฀ THAT฀
,ANZMANN�S฀INSISTENCE฀ON฀@TRANSMISSION�฀UNADULTERATED฀BY฀@INTERPRETATION��฀ON฀FORCED฀
UTTERANCE฀RECREATING฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀EVENT฀IN฀ALL฀ITS฀TERRIBLE฀PENETRATION฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀ONLY฀
MODEL฀FOR฀SUCH฀ENQUIRIES�฀4HE฀RESTRAINT฀OF฀'RETA�S฀TESTIMONY฀TELLS฀US฀FAR฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀
CHAOTIC฀UNBURDENING�฀WHILE฀LEAVING฀THE฀WITNESS฀ARGUABLY฀MORE฀INTACT�฀MORE฀WHOLE�฀
LESS฀TRAUMATIZED฀AND฀INDEED฀LESS฀VICTIMIZED�฀THAN฀A฀COMPULSIVE�฀RE
ENACTIVE฀RAMBLING฀
THAT฀MISSES฀ITS฀THERAPEUTIC฀MARK�฀

/F฀COURSE฀ONE฀ASKS฀WHAT฀SHE฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀LEFT฀OUT�฀FORGOTTEN�฀REPRESSED฀OR฀OCCULTED�฀
3HE฀REMEMBERS฀THE฀SCREAMING฀OF฀THE฀MURDERED฀GYPSIES�฀BUT฀STRANGELY฀�OR฀NOT	฀IT฀IS฀
IMPENDING฀ LIBERATION฀ THAT฀ BRINGS฀ A฀ SLIGHT฀ PERSPIRATION฀ TO฀ HER฀ FACE฀ AND฀ SCRAMBLES฀
HER฀CHRONOLOGY�฀HER฀FINGER฀MOVEMENTS฀TENSE�฀HER฀HEAD฀OCCASIONALLY฀FLICKING฀AS฀SHE฀
COMES฀TO฀@ONE฀VERY฀UGLY�฀DIFFICULT฀PICTURE�฀OF฀THE฀3OVIET฀@MERCY฀KILLINGS�฀OF฀INCAPACITATED฀
PRISONERS฀WHOSE฀BODIES฀WERE฀ALLOWED฀TO฀ LIE฀WHERE฀ THEY฀ FELL�฀@.ORMALLY฀ THEY฀WOULD฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀TAKEN฀AWAY��฀SHE฀ALMOST฀TUTS�฀AND฀SUDDENLY฀WITH฀A฀TERRIBLE฀FALLING฀SENSATION฀
ONE฀REALIZES฀SHE฀ IS฀BACK฀IN฀THE฀#AMP�฀WITHIN฀ALL฀ ITS฀RULES฀AND฀REGULATIONS�฀AFTER฀AN฀
HOUR฀ OR฀ MORE฀ OF฀ SOLID฀ CONCENTRATION฀ SHE฀ HAS฀ REGRESSED�฀@GONE฀ UNDER�฀ IN฀ AN฀ ALMOST฀
HYPNOTIC฀SENSE฀AND฀WITH฀THIS฀@NORMALLY�฀SHE฀IS฀STILL฀IN฀THRALL฀TO฀THE฀PERPETRATORS฀WHO฀
ADMINISTERED฀THIS฀HELL�฀EVOKING�฀OF฀COURSE฀TERROR฀AND฀PITY฀BUT฀ALSO฀DOUBTS฀ABOUT฀THE฀
DEFIANT฀SANITY฀SHE฀IS฀TRYING฀TO฀PROJECT�฀4HROUGH฀THIS฀LATENCY฀MADE฀FLEETINGLY฀VISIBLE�฀
THE฀WHOLE฀INTERVIEW�฀AND฀THE฀VERY฀TECHNIQUE฀OF฀FILM฀TESTIMONY�฀IS฀SUDDENLY฀THROWN฀
INTO฀QUESTION�฀A฀COURAGEOUS฀@WORKING฀OUT�฀IN฀DANGER฀OF฀REVERTING฀TO฀A฀GHASTLY฀@ACTING฀
OUT��฀A฀RITUAL฀RE
ENACTMENT฀AND฀RE
INFLICTION฀OF฀PSYCHIC฀SCARRING฀ THAT฀CAN฀NEVER฀BE฀
HEALED�฀AND฀CERTAINLY฀NOT฀BY฀THE฀SIMPLE฀FRESH฀AIR฀OF฀SPEECH�฀

.OT฀ONCE฀DOES฀SHE฀MENTION฀@THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀AS฀AN฀HISTORICAL฀EVENT�฀3HE฀OFFERS฀NO฀
OVERVIEW฀AND฀NO฀INTERPRETATION�฀AND฀THIS฀RAISES฀QUESTIONS฀OF฀FORM฀AND฀PRESENTATION฀
FOR฀FUTURE฀GENERATIONS฀DEPRIVED฀OF฀FRAMES฀OF฀REFERENCE฀WE฀TAKE฀FOR฀GRANTED฀n฀WILL฀THE฀
ICONIC฀BARRACKS฀AND฀RAILWAY฀LINES฀STILL฀HIT฀THE฀MARK฀ONCE฀MEMORY฀FADES�฀

3HE฀ CALMLY฀ REFUSES฀ AN฀ APOLOGY฀ FOR฀ HAVING฀ RESUMED฀ HER฀ LIFE฀ IMMEDIATELY฀ AFTER

WARDS�฀@-Y฀ REASONING฀ WAS�฀ AND฀ IT฀ WAS฀ WHAT฀ OTHERS฀ THOUGHT฀ TOO�฀ THAT฀ IT฀ WAS฀ BETTER฀
TO฀THINK฀ABOUT฀THE฀FUTURE฀THAN฀TO฀MOURN฀����฀AND฀HERE฀FOR฀THE฀FIRST฀TIME฀HER฀EYES฀ARE฀
LOWERED฀FROM฀CAMERA฀WITH฀A฀TONE฀OF฀REGRET�฀MAYBE฀REMORSE�฀AS฀IF฀KNOWING฀THAT฀HER฀
MOURNING฀HAD฀BEEN฀TOO฀SHORT฀ FOR฀ ITS฀COMPLEX฀CAUSES�฀AND฀THAT฀ THIS฀ IN฀ ITSELF฀WAS฀A฀
SOURCE฀OF฀SHAME�฀THOUGH฀YOUTHFUL฀VIVACITY฀RETURNS฀WITH฀A฀HINT฀OF฀VANITY฀AS฀SHE฀RECALLS฀
HER฀TRIUMPHS฀AS฀A฀STUDENT�฀ACHIEVED฀DESPITE฀PSYCHIC฀DAMAGE฀INFLICTED฀BY฀!USCHWITZ�฀
PARTICULARLY฀ THE฀ SERIOUS฀ IMPAIRMENT฀ OF฀ HER฀ ABILITY฀ TO฀ RETAIN฀ NEW฀ INFORMATION�฀ A฀
POST
WAR฀HANGOVER�฀PERHAPS�฀OF฀THAT฀FORM฀OF฀SELF
DEFENCE฀AGAINST฀TRAUMA฀BY฀WHICH฀
EXTRANEOUS฀SENSORY฀EXPERIENCE฀IS฀BLOCKED฀AND฀DENIED�฀A฀@CLOSING฀DOWN�฀AGAINST฀THE฀
PHYSICAL฀ REALITY฀ OF฀ THE฀ CAMPS฀ WHICH฀ IN฀ EXTREME฀ CASES฀ WAS฀ KNOWN฀ TO฀ LEAD฀ TO฀ TOTAL฀
NUMBING฀ AND฀ EVEN฀ PSYCHOGENIC฀ DEATH฀ �FOR฀ WHOSE฀ VICTIMS฀ THE฀ .AZIS฀ COINED฀ THE฀
INEFFABLY฀OFFENSIVE฀PSEUDONYM฀OF฀-USELMAN฀OR฀-USLIM	฀A฀CONDITION฀WHICH฀'RETA฀
CLEARLY฀AVOIDED฀OR฀RECOVERED฀FROM�฀THOUGH฀AS฀TO฀HOW�฀WE฀ARE฀GIVEN฀NO฀CLUE�

)T฀ IS฀ A฀ SIGN฀ OF฀ THIS฀ FIRST฀ TIME฀ SURVIVOR�S฀ ALMOST฀ UNBELIEVABLE฀ RESILIENCE฀ THAT฀ SHE฀
SAW฀ THE฀ SECOND฀ORDEAL฀APPROACHING฀AND฀REFUSED฀ TO฀ TAKE฀ THE฀ LIFELINE฀OFFERED�฀@/NCE฀
IN฀ MY฀ LIFE฀ ALREADY฀ )฀ HAD฀ BEEN฀ FORCED฀ TO฀ LEAVE฀ MY฀ HOME�฀ 3O฀ LET฀ THE฀ FATE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CITY฀
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AND฀ITS฀INHABITANTS฀ALSO฀BE฀MY฀FATE��฀4HIS฀ALMOST฀BIBLICAL฀UTTERANCE�฀THIS฀APOCALYPTIC฀
FORESHADOWING�฀COULD฀SCARCELY฀COME฀FROM฀ANOTHER�฀AS฀IF฀IN฀THIS฀SECOND฀VISITATION฀SHE฀
SEARCHES฀FOR฀A฀RECKONING�฀A฀CHANCE฀TO฀CONFRONT฀HER฀GHOSTS฀AND฀LIVE฀DOWN฀BOTH฀HER฀PAST฀
AND฀HER฀PERSECUTORS�฀"UT฀THE฀SIEGE฀RAPIDLY฀GETS฀MUCH฀WORSE฀THAN฀SHE฀OR฀ANYONE฀ELSE฀
HAD฀EVER฀EXPECTED�฀AND฀ONE฀WONDERS฀WHETHER฀HER฀INITIAL฀CONFIDENCE฀WASN�T฀BASED฀ON฀
AN฀ASSUMPTION฀WE฀ALL฀TACITLY฀SHARE�฀NAMELY฀THAT฀HORRORS฀ONCE฀EXPERIENCED฀TO฀SUCH฀AN฀
OVERWHELMING฀DEGREE฀CAN฀NEVER฀BE฀REPEATED�฀

&ROM฀ JUST฀ ABOVE฀ HER฀ ROOFTOP�฀ ARTILLERY฀ BOMBARDS฀ THE฀ TOWN�฀ WEEK฀ AFTER฀ WEEK�฀
MONTH฀AFTER฀MONTH�฀YEAR฀AFTER฀YEAR�฀@THE฀9UGOSLAV฀SO
CALLED฀PEOPLE�S฀ARMY�฀THE฀ARMY฀
WE฀HAD฀CREATED฀OURSELVES�฀WITH฀OUR฀OWN฀TAXES��฀HER฀SON฀CRACKS฀UP�฀HER฀GRAND
CHILDREN฀
ARE฀ EVACUATED�฀ A฀ TANK฀ SHELL฀ CRASHES฀ THROUGH฀ HER฀ WINDOW฀ WITHOUT฀ EXPLODING฀ JUST฀
AFTER฀ SHE฀ HAS฀ LEFT฀ THE฀ ROOM�฀@4HAT฀ DAY฀ )฀ BECAME฀ SUPERSTITIOUS฀���฀ IT฀ SHOOK฀ ME฀ FROM฀
hMY฀PREVIOUS฀BALANCEv฀��฀SHE฀WOULDN�T฀AGAIN฀USE฀THE฀CUPS฀OR฀TRAY฀SHE฀HAD฀USED฀THAT฀
DAY�฀NOR฀ALLOW฀THREE฀PEOPLE฀TO฀SIT฀IN฀THAT฀ROOM�฀@.OW฀WE฀USE฀THOSE฀THINGS฀AGAIN��฀SHE฀
REVEALS฀WITH฀A฀HUGE฀SMILE฀�THE฀FIRST฀OF฀THE฀INTERVIEW	�฀A฀SMILE฀SHE฀SUDDENLY฀TIRES฀OF฀
AND฀WIPES฀FROM฀HER฀FACE฀WITHOUT฀WARNING฀n฀A฀GESTURE฀THAT฀LEAVES฀ONE฀WORRYING฀THAT฀
SHE฀HAS฀UNDERESTIMATED฀HER฀ENTIRE฀LIFE�S฀TRAJECTORY฀AND฀THAT฀EVEN฀NOW�฀IN฀THE฀TELLING฀
�IN฀THE฀RECOLLECTION฀EVEN฀IN฀TRANQUILLITY	฀IT฀MIGHT฀CATCH฀UP฀WITH฀HER฀AND฀OVERWHELM฀
HER�฀AS฀WARNED฀BY฀*UDITH฀(ERMAN฀IN฀HER฀DIAGNOSIS฀OF฀04$3฀OR฀POST
TRAUMATIC฀STRESS฀
DISORDER�

7ITH฀THE฀PASSAGE฀OF฀TIME�฀AS฀THESE฀NEGATIVE฀SYMPTOMS฀BECOME฀THE฀MOST฀PROMI

NENT฀FEATURE฀OF฀THE฀POST
TRAUMATIC฀DISORDER�฀THE฀DIAGNOSIS฀BECOMES฀INCREASINGLY฀
EASY฀ TO฀ OVERLOOK�฀ "ECAUSE฀ POST
TRAUMATIC฀ SYMPTOMS฀ ARE฀ SO฀ PERSISTENT฀ AND฀
SO฀ WIDE
RANGING�฀ THEY฀ MAY฀ BE฀ MISTAKEN฀ FOR฀ ENDURING฀ CHARACTERISTICS฀ OF฀ THE฀
VICTIM�S฀ PERSONALITY�฀ 4HIS฀ IS฀ A฀ COSTLY฀ ERROR�฀ FOR฀ THE฀ PERSON฀ WITH฀ UNRECOGNISED฀
POST
TRAUMATIC฀STRESS฀DISORDER฀IS฀CONDEMNED฀TO฀A฀DIMINISHED฀LIFE�฀TORMENTED฀BY฀
MEMORY฀AND฀BOUNDED฀BY฀HELPLESSNESS฀AND฀FEAR���฀

@%VERYTHING฀THAT฀HAPPENED฀HERE฀WAS฀GENOCIDE฀AGAIN��฀'RETA฀SAYS฀STARKLY฀OVER฀SHOTS฀OF฀
SNOW
COVERED฀CEMETERIES฀@BECAUSE฀THE฀ONLY฀FAULT฀OF฀THE฀"OSNIAKS฀WAS฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀
"OSNIAKS��฀3HE฀WOULDN�T฀GO฀OUT�฀SHE฀HAD฀A฀DREADFUL฀FEELING฀OF฀INFERIORITY�฀@/NCE฀AGAIN฀)฀
WASN�T฀IN฀CONTROL฀OF฀MY฀OWN฀DESTINY�฀ONCE฀AGAIN฀)฀WAS฀AN฀INSTRUMENT฀IN฀OTHER฀PEOPLES�฀
HANDS��฀3HE฀SPEAKS฀AGAIN฀OF฀THE฀SHELL฀THROUGH฀THE฀WINDOW�฀REPEATING฀@WE฀WERE฀LUCKY�฀
AND฀SUDDENLY฀A฀CAREFULLY฀CRAFTED฀DELIVERY฀CRUMBLES฀BEFORE฀ONE�S฀EYES฀WITH฀HER฀SPEECH฀
PATTERNS฀ AS฀ SHE฀ REMEMBERS�฀@&OR฀ THREE฀ MONTHS฀ )฀ WAS฀ PSYCHOLOGICALLY฀ UNBALANCED�฀
4HOUGH฀ )฀ WASN�T฀ CRAZY��฀ SHE฀ ADDS฀ WITH฀ A฀ MERRY฀ LAUGH฀ WHICH฀ DESPITE฀ SCEPTICISM฀ )฀
TAKE฀AT฀FACE฀VALUE�฀KNOWING฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀BORN฀OF฀THE฀EVERYDAY฀RESILIENCE฀OF฀SIEGE
BOUND฀
3ARAJEVO�฀ WHICH฀ SHE฀ GOES฀ ON฀ TO฀ MENTION�฀ THE฀ CONCERTS�฀ THE฀ EDUCATION�฀ THE฀ FASHION฀
EVENTS฀AND฀THE฀ FOUNDING฀OF฀ THE฀3ARAJEVO฀&ILM฀&ESTIVAL฀AMIDST฀ THE฀HAIL฀OF฀ARTILLERY�฀
EACH฀OF฀THESE฀AN฀ACT฀OF฀CULTURE฀DEFYING฀THE฀BARBARISM฀SET฀TO฀DESTROY฀AN฀ENTIRE฀CITY�฀
A฀BARBARISM฀PERPETRATED฀@BY฀PEOPLE฀WE฀ LIVED฀WITH฀AND฀STUDENTS฀ )฀HAD฀SO฀CAREFULLY฀
NURTURED��฀AND฀SHE฀CONTINUES�฀

7HEN฀)฀LOOK฀BACK฀NOW฀ON฀THESE฀FOUR฀YEARS฀OF฀WAR�฀ALTHOUGH฀)฀CANNOT฀SAY฀ONE฀
COULD฀COMPARE฀THIS฀WITH฀THE฀DEATH฀CAMP�฀NOR฀DO฀)฀WANT฀TO�฀BUT฀)฀CAN฀SAY฀THAT฀THIS฀
WAS฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀FOR฀ME฀TO฀BEAR�฀THAN฀THOSE฀YEARS฀����฀
฀��฀APART฀FROM฀THE฀CAMP฀
YEAR�฀)T฀WAS฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀TO฀SURVIVE�
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4HE฀REASONS฀SHE฀ADDUCES฀ARE฀HER฀GREATER฀AGE�฀THE฀CONSTANT฀UNCERTAINTY฀ABOUT฀HOW฀IT฀
WOULD฀END�฀AND฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀ALL฀THE฀SUFFERING฀WAS฀CONCENTRATED฀IN฀A฀SMALL฀AREA�฀

)T฀HURTS฀TO฀KNOW฀THAT฀THIS฀PART฀OF฀%UROPE฀HAS฀SUFFERED฀SUCH฀HORRORS฀AND฀INJUSTICE฀
WHILE฀EVERYONE฀ELSE฀ENJOYED฀PEACE฀���฀WHILE฀ONLY฀ONE฀HUNDRED฀KILOMETRES฀AWAY฀AS฀
THE฀CROW฀FLIES฀PEOPLE฀WERE฀LIVING฀NORMAL฀LIVES�฀UNAFFECTED฀AND฀NOT฀NOTICING�

4HE฀MINGLED฀WIT�฀STOICISM�฀ANGER฀AND฀HURT฀THAT฀SPEAK฀THROUGH฀THIS฀TESTIMONY฀LEAVE฀
ONE฀IN฀NO฀DOUBT฀THAT฀IF฀3ARAJEVO฀IS฀IN฀SOME฀SENSES฀A฀SYMBOL฀OF฀WESTERN฀SHAME�฀OF฀AN฀
UNACCEPTABLE฀COMPLACENCY฀THAT฀ALLOWED฀THE฀UNSPEAKABLE฀TO฀RECUR�฀3ARAJEVO฀IS฀ALSO฀A฀
PLACE฀WHERE฀HUMANITY฀HAS฀ASSERTED฀ITSELF฀TO฀ITS฀FULLEST฀AND฀IN฀SOME฀UNSPECIFIABLE฀WAY฀
REDEEMED฀THE฀HORRORS฀OF฀PASSIVITY฀AND฀REIFICATION฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀AS฀EXEMPLIFIED฀IN฀
THE฀TESTIMONY฀OF฀THIS฀ONE฀COURAGEOUS฀DOUBLE฀SURVIVOR฀WHO฀LEARNED฀TO฀FACE฀DOWN฀ONE฀
TRAUMA฀BY฀LIVING฀THROUGH฀A฀SECOND�

%VEN฀ IF฀ 'RETA�S฀ TESTIMONY฀ IS฀ NOT฀ UNCLOUDED฀ BY฀ ELEMENTS฀ OF฀ @ACTING฀ OUT��฀ OF฀
COMPULSIVE฀REPETITION฀WHICH฀SHE฀DOES฀SO฀MUCH฀TO฀CENSOR฀AND฀TO฀FILTER�฀IT฀IS฀POSSIBLE฀
TO฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THIS฀ VERY฀ @ACTING฀ OUT�฀ AS฀ BEING฀ �IN฀ PART฀ AT฀ LEAST	฀ A฀ DEEP
SEATED�฀
INEXTINGUISHABLE฀CRAVING฀FOR฀JUSTICE฀AND฀AN฀UNCONSCIOUS฀EFFORT฀TO฀RETAIN฀THE฀NECESSARY฀
EVIDENCE฀�THE฀MOTIVATION฀WHICH฀SAVED฀MANY฀SURVIVORS฀BEING฀TO฀OUTLIVE฀AND฀CONFRONT฀
THEIR฀PERSECUTORS	�฀EVIDENCE฀WHICH฀WOULD฀BE฀LOST฀WITH฀A฀FULLY฀THERAPEUTIC฀@WORKING฀
THROUGH�฀WHOSE฀FEASIBILITY฀OR฀EVEN฀DESIRABILITY฀MANY฀DOUBT�฀AMONGST฀THEM฀$OMINICK฀
,A#APRA�฀

/NE฀ MAY฀ MAINTAIN฀ THAT฀ ANYONE฀ SEVERELY฀ TRAUMATIZED฀ CANNOT฀ FULLY฀ TRANSCEND฀
TRAUMA฀BUT฀MUST฀TO฀SOME฀EXTENT฀ACT฀IT฀OUT฀OR฀RELIVE฀IT�฀-OREOVER�฀ONE฀MAY฀INSIST฀
THAT฀ ANY฀ ATTENTIVE฀ SECONDARY฀ WITNESS฀ TO�฀ OR฀ ACCEPTABLE฀ ACCOUNT฀ OF�฀ TRAUMATIC฀
EXPERIENCES฀MUST฀IN฀SOME฀SIGNIFICANT฀WAY฀BE฀MARKED฀BY฀TRAUMA฀OR฀ALLOW฀TRAUMA฀
TO฀REGISTER฀IN฀ITS฀OWN฀PROCEDURES���฀

4HE฀FUNCTION฀OF฀TESTIMONY฀FOR฀THE฀TESTIFIER฀MUST฀BE฀BALANCED฀AGAINST฀ITS฀PURPOSE฀FOR฀
THE฀RECEIVER�฀)T฀IS฀ALL฀VERY฀WELL฀TO฀RESPECT฀THE฀VICTIM�S฀PRIVACY�฀TO฀INSIST฀ON฀THE฀THERAPEUTIC฀
DIALOGUE฀AND฀THE฀HEALING฀POWER฀OF฀ASSOCIATION฀AND฀RECOVERY�฀)T฀IS฀PERFECTLY฀ADMISSIBLE฀
TO฀WEIGH฀ THE฀COST฀AND฀CONSEQUENCES฀OF฀ SECONDARY฀WITNESS฀AND฀SECOND฀GENERATION฀
TRAUMA�฀.O฀DOUBT฀THESE฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀ISSUES�

"UT฀ WHILE฀ WE฀ ARE฀ SEARCHING฀ FOR฀ CURES�฀ HISTORY฀ CONTINUES฀ AND฀ TRUTH฀ CAN฀ SIMPLY฀
GET฀ LOST�฀$IAGNOSIS฀ IS฀NEEDED฀EARLY�฀AS฀A฀MATTER฀OF฀URGENCY�฀4ESTIMONY฀ IS฀VITAL�฀AND฀
PREFERABLY฀ LONG฀ BEFORE฀ THE฀ COMFORTABLE฀ APPROACH฀ OF฀ OLD฀ AGE�฀ FOR฀ THE฀ TIME฀ LAG฀ IN฀
TRAUMATIC฀ABSORPTION฀CAN฀MEAN฀THAT฀UNDERSTANDING฀NEVER฀CATCHES฀UP฀WITH฀EXPERIENCE�฀
%VIDENCE฀LOSES฀PRESENCE฀AND฀LEGAL฀POWER�฀-EMORY฀TURNS฀TO฀MYTH฀n฀IN฀THE฀RECEPTION฀BY฀
OTHERS฀IF฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀EVER
PRESENT฀EXPERIENCING฀OF฀IT฀BY฀THE฀WITNESS�฀!ND฀IN฀THIS฀GAP฀OF฀
UNDERSTANDING฀LIES฀THE฀POTENTIAL฀FOR฀FURTHER฀TRAUMATIZING฀CATASTROPHE�

4HE฀ CHALLENGE฀ IS฀ TO฀ MATCH฀ THE฀ PACE฀ OF฀ HUMAN฀ ABSORPTION฀ OF฀ EXPERIENCE฀ WITH฀
THE฀ REDOUBLED฀ SPEED฀ OF฀ THAT฀ EXPERIENCE�฀ !T฀ ANY฀ ONE฀ MOMENT฀ IN฀ TIME฀ WE฀ ARE฀ NOT฀
JUST฀LIVING฀�OR฀AVOIDING	฀THE฀PRESENT�฀WE฀ARE฀ALSO฀ASSIMILATING฀�OR฀DENYING	฀THE฀PAST�฀
RENDERING฀SEVERAL฀PERIODS฀PSYCHOLOGICALLY฀CONTEMPORANEOUS�฀INDEED฀SYNCHRONOUS�฀
(ISTORY฀ CONTINUES฀ UNSTOPPABLY฀ WITHOUT฀ US�฀ WHETHER฀ WE฀ EXPERIENCE฀ IT฀ OR฀ NOT�฀ AND฀
THIS฀ CREATES฀ A฀ DISJUNCTION�฀ A฀ SPACE฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ EVENTS฀ CAN฀ BE฀ NOT฀ JUST฀ REPRESSED฀ BUT฀
FORGOTTEN฀ OR฀ ENTIRELY฀ SUPPRESSED�฀ LEAVING฀ SECOND฀ OR฀ THIRD฀ GENERATION฀@SURVIVORS�฀ TO฀
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DEAL฀WITH฀THE฀POST
TRAUMATIC฀RESIDUE�฀OBLIGED฀TO฀PROCESS฀THE฀GUILT฀OF฀ANCESTORS฀THEY฀
NEVER฀ KNEW฀ WHOSE฀ EXPERIENCE฀ IS฀ NOW฀ CLOSED฀ TO฀ THEM�฀ 4HE฀ SINS฀ OF฀ THE฀ FATHERS฀ ARE฀
INDEED฀ VISITED฀ UPON฀ THE฀ SONS�฀ OFTEN฀ IN฀ WAYS฀ THEY฀ CANNOT฀ POSSIBLY฀ UNDERSTAND฀ OR฀
INTERPRET�฀

4HE฀ DELAYED฀ REACTION฀ TO฀ TRAUMA฀ IS฀ SOMETHING฀ HUMANKIND฀ CAN฀ ILL฀ AFFORD�฀ FOR฀
WHILE฀ONE฀ TRAUMATIC฀EVENT฀ IS฀BEING฀SUPPRESSED�฀DENIED฀OR฀ACTED฀OUT�฀ANOTHER฀ IS฀ IN฀
THE฀ PREPARING฀ OR฀ EXECUTION�฀ BETWEEN฀ ����฀ AND฀ ����฀ ALONE�฀ ARGUABLY฀ THE฀ HEYDAY฀
OF฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SUPPRESSION�฀ THERE฀ WERE฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ A฀ DOZEN฀ GENOCIDES฀ OR฀ GENOCIDAL฀
MASSACRES��฀ AND฀ THE฀ NUMBER฀ HAS฀ ACCELERATED฀ EXPONENTIALLY฀ SINCE฀ THEN�฀ 'ENOCIDE฀
IS฀NOT฀@AN฀EVENT฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀RANGE฀OF฀HUMAN฀EXPERIENCE�฀�THE฀53฀LEGAL฀DEFINITION฀OF฀
TRAUMA฀TILL฀VERY฀RECENTLY	฀ANY฀MORE฀THAN฀RAPE฀OR฀CHILD฀ABUSE���฀)T฀HAPPENS฀DAILY฀IN฀
SOCIETIES฀WE฀SIMPLY฀DO฀NOT฀SCRUTINIZE฀AS฀CLOSELY�฀AND฀IT฀COULD฀RECUR฀IN฀OUR฀OWN�฀5NTIL฀
THIS฀QUESTION฀OF฀BALANCE฀AND฀EXPECTATION฀IS฀REDRESSED฀IN฀SCHOLARSHIP�฀UNTIL฀THE฀TONE฀
OF฀ SURPRISE฀ AND฀ GRIEF฀ IN฀ SCHOLARSHIP฀ ITSELF฀ IS฀ ADDRESSED�฀ WE฀ WILL฀ CONTINUE฀ TO฀ FLATTER฀
READERS฀ INTO฀ A฀ FALSE฀ SENSE฀ OF฀ SECURITY�฀ AND฀ THIS฀ IS฀ NOT฀ TO฀ SUGGEST฀ THAT฀ THE฀ ACADEMY฀
SHOULD฀ ABANDON฀ ASPIRATIONS฀ INHERITED฀ FROM฀ THE฀ %NLIGHTENMENT฀ AND฀ MUCH฀ EARLIER�฀
NOR฀THAT฀COMMENTATORS฀SHOULD฀COARSEN฀THEIR฀EXPECTATIONS฀AND฀INTUITIONS฀OF฀HUMAN฀
ACHIEVEMENT฀ AT฀ ITS฀ HIGHEST฀ AND฀ MOST฀ SENSITIVE�฀ MERELY฀ THAT฀ OUR฀ OWN฀ SENSIBILITIES฀
SHOULD฀ BE฀ TEMPERED฀ WITH฀ AN฀ AWARENESS฀ OF฀ THE฀ OMNIPRESENCE฀ OF฀ CRISIS฀ AND฀ THE฀
RESULTANT฀ATTRACTIONS฀OF฀TRAUMA
INFLICTING฀BEHAVIOUR�฀WHICH฀ONE฀MIGHT฀CHARACTERIZE฀
THROUGH฀ (ANNAH฀!RENDT�S฀ MUCH
ABUSED฀ DICTUM฀ ON฀@THE฀ BANALITY฀ OF฀ EVIL��฀ IN฀ OTHER฀
WORDS฀ITS฀EVERYDAY฀AVAILABILITY�฀

4HERE฀ HAVE฀ RECENTLY฀ BEEN฀ EFFORTS฀ MADE฀ TO฀ @STEP฀ BACK฀ FROM฀ PURELY฀ LOYALIST฀
POSITIONS���฀ ON฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ %VA฀ (OFFMANN฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE฀ ADDRESSES฀ @THE฀ TASK฀ OF฀
UNFREEZING฀ MYTHS฀ AND฀ UNPACKING฀ STEREOTYPES�฀ BY฀ COMBINING฀ PERSONAL฀ REFLECTIONS฀
ON฀ THE฀ BURDENS฀ INHERITED฀ BY฀ @SECOND฀ GENERATION�฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVORS฀ WITH฀ VIVID฀
RESPONSES฀TO฀MORE฀RECENT฀ATROCITIES฀AND฀GENOCIDES฀IN฀3OUTH฀!FRICA�฀2WANDA�฀5GANDA฀
AND฀%THIOPIA�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀"ALKANS���฀ALL฀OF฀THEM฀NOW฀RECEDING฀FROM฀THE฀PUBLIC฀MIND�฀
@7HO฀NOW฀REMEMBERS฀THE฀!RMENIANS��฀SHE฀CHILLINGLY฀QUOTES฀(ITLER�฀CONTEMPLATING฀
HIS฀OWN฀GENOCIDE฀AND฀ITS฀FUTURE฀IRRELEVANCE฀TO฀HISTORY�฀

.OTING฀THAT฀FOR฀THE฀CURRENT฀CULT฀OF฀MEMORY฀AS฀AN฀UNDISPUTED฀@SOURCE฀OF฀VALUE฀AND฀
VIRTUE�฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IS฀A฀@CENTRAL฀PILLAR฀AND฀PARADIGM฀OF฀TRAGIC฀AND฀EXALTED฀MEMORY��฀
SHE฀ALSO฀DETECTS฀THAT฀COMPASSION฀HAS฀BECOME฀TOO฀EASY�฀TOO฀SELF
REFERENTIAL�฀@)T฀IS฀EASY฀
TO฀MISTAKE฀KEENING฀FOR฀OURSELVES฀FOR฀KEENING฀FOR฀THE฀3HOAH��฀3EARCHING฀FOR฀A฀FUNCTION�฀
A฀DYNAMIC฀PERSPECTIVE฀FOR฀@THE฀3HOAH฀BUSINESS��฀SHE฀RECOUNTS฀HER฀MEETING฀AT฀A฀,ONDON฀
GARDEN฀PARTY฀WITH฀A฀SURVIVOR฀OF฀THE฀2WANDAN฀GENOCIDE�฀WITH฀WHOM฀SHE฀EXCHANGED฀
@THE฀ BALM฀ OF฀ RECOGNITION��฀ TAKING฀ CONSOLATION฀ IN฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ HE฀ COULD฀ FIND฀ @THE฀
MEDITATIONS฀ON฀MEMORY฀AND฀TRAUMA฀EMERGING฀FROM฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀HELPFUL฀FOR฀HIS฀
OWN฀THINKING฀AND฀COMING฀TO฀TERMS฀WITH฀HIS฀CATASTROPHE��฀CONCLUDING�

;���=฀IF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ HAS฀ BECOME฀ THE฀ SOMETIMES฀ ABSTRACT฀ PARADIGM฀ OF฀ ALL฀
ATROCITY�฀IT฀HAS฀ALSO฀SERVED฀AS฀A฀TEMPLATE฀FOR฀THE฀STUDY฀OF฀ANALOGOUS฀EVENTS฀AND฀
CERTAIN฀FUNDAMENTAL฀PROBLEMS���฀

7HILE฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IS฀UNDOUBTEDLY฀A฀UNIQUE฀EVENT฀IN฀MANY฀OF฀ITS฀PRIMARY฀FEATURES�฀
THE฀ POSSIBILITIES฀ OF฀ RECURRENCE฀ �EITHER฀ IN฀ MODIFIED฀ OR�฀ YES�฀ IN฀ HEIGHTENED฀ FORM	฀
DEMAND฀AND฀DESERVE฀OUR฀VIGILANCE�฀4HE฀ORIGIN�฀DIRECTION฀AND฀PSEUDO
JUSTIFICATIONS฀



��� BEYOND฀CAMPS฀AND฀FORCED฀LABOUR฀n฀��฀YEARS฀ON ���

OF฀GENOCIDE฀ARE฀VARIOUS�฀BUT฀THE฀TEMPTATIONS฀TO฀IMPOSE฀RADICAL฀@SOLUTIONS�฀BY฀EXTREME฀
VIOLENCE�฀ TO฀ SOLVE฀ A฀ @PROBLEM�฀ BY฀ EFFACING฀ IT�฀ TO฀ DISMANTLE฀ A฀ BINARY฀ OPPOSITION฀
RATHER฀ THAN฀DECONSTRUCT฀ IT�฀ ARE฀EVER
PRESENT฀AND฀ INCREASINGLY฀ SEDUCTIVE฀ IN฀A฀WORLD฀
CONFRONTING฀NEW฀CHALLENGES฀SUCH฀AS฀POPULATION฀EXPLOSION�฀WATER฀SHORTAGE�฀CLIMATE฀
CHANGE฀AND฀FUEL฀EXHAUSTION฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀OLDER฀ONES฀OF฀RELIGIOUS฀BIGOTRY฀AND฀RACE฀
HATRED�฀ANY฀ONE฀OF฀WHICH฀COULD฀PROVIDE฀THE฀BREEDING฀GROUND฀FOR฀ACTION฀WHICH฀MIGHT฀
CONSIGN฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀TO฀A฀FOOTNOTE฀IN฀OUR฀HISTORY�฀

3O฀LET฀US฀REMEMBER฀THE฀MITZVAH฀OF฀3ARAJEVO�฀THAT฀OUR฀FIXATION฀ON฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀AS฀
THE฀ETERNAL฀NEC฀PLUS฀ULTRA฀OF฀HORROR฀NOT฀PROVE฀SADLY฀SHORT
LIVED�

.OTES

�฀ %LIE฀ 7IESEL�฀ QUOTED฀ BY฀ 3HOSHANA฀ &ELMAN�฀ @%DUCATION฀ AND฀ #RISIS��฀ IN฀ #ATHY฀ #ARUTH฀ �ED�	�฀ 4RAUMA�฀
%XPLORATIONS฀IN฀-EMORY�฀"ALTIMORE฀AND฀,ONDON�฀�����฀PP�฀��
���฀HERE฀P�฀���

�฀ *�฀2�฀7ATSON฀QUOTING฀(EGEL�S฀#AMERA฀,UCIDA�฀@THE฀TRANSFORMATIVE฀EVENT฀THAT฀HAS฀YET฀TRANSFORMED฀NOTHING��฀
IN฀ &�฀#�฀ $ECOSTE฀ AND฀ "ERNARD฀ 3CHWARTZ฀ �EDS	�฀ 4HE฀ (OLOCAUST�S฀ 'HOST�฀7RITINGS฀ ON฀!RT�฀ 0OLITICS�฀ ,AW฀ AND฀
%DUCATION�฀%DMONTON�฀�����฀P�฀XVI�

�฀ @#AN฀ONE฀EXORCISE฀THE฀GHOST฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀���฀A฀DIFFERENT฀�QUESTION	฀FROM฀MAKING฀THE฀WORLD฀(OLOCAUST

PROOF��฀$ECOSTE฀AND฀3CHWARTZ�฀4HE฀(OLOCAUST�S฀'HOST�฀P�฀��

�฀ &ELMAN฀@%DUCATION฀AND฀#RISIS��฀P�฀���
�฀ "ESSEL฀!�฀ VAN฀ DER฀ +OLK฀ AND฀ /NNO฀ VAN฀ DER฀ (ART�฀@4HE฀ )NTRUSIVE฀ 0AST��฀ IN฀ #ATHY฀ #ARUTH฀ �ED�	�฀ 4RAUMA�฀

%XPLORATIONS฀IN฀-EMORY�฀"ALTIMORE฀AND฀,ONDON�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����฀HERE฀P�฀����
�฀ 3AUL฀ &RIEDLANDER�฀ @4RAUMA�฀ -EMORY฀ AND฀ 4RANSFERENCE��฀ IN฀ 'EOFFREY฀ (�฀ (ARTMAN฀ �ED�	�฀ (OLOCAUST฀

2EMEMBRANCE�฀4HE฀3HAPES฀OF฀-EMORY�฀/XFORD�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����
�฀ @4ELLING฀THE฀STORY฀OF฀HER฀LOVE฀AFFAIR฀���฀IS฀FOR฀THE฀WOMAN฀A฀BETRAYAL฀OF฀THE฀LOVED฀ONE฀���฀A฀BETRAYAL฀PRECISELY฀IN฀

THE฀ACT฀OF฀TELLING�฀IN฀THE฀VERY฀TRANSMISSION฀OF฀AN฀UNDERSTANDING฀THAT฀ERASES฀THE฀SPECIFICITY฀OF฀A฀DEATH�฀4HE฀
POSSIBILITY฀OF฀KNOWING฀HISTORY�฀IN฀THIS฀FILM฀�(IROSHIMA฀-ON฀!MOUR	�฀IS฀THUS฀ALSO฀RAISED฀AS฀A฀DEEPLY฀ETHICAL฀
DILEMMA�฀THE฀UNREMITTING฀PROBLEM฀OF฀HOW฀NOT฀TO฀BETRAY฀THE฀PAST��฀#ATHY฀#ARUTH�฀5NCLAIMED฀%XPERIENCE฀
4RAUMA�฀.ARRATIVE�฀AND฀(ISTORY�฀"ALTIMORE฀AND฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀���

�฀ 6AN฀DER฀+OLK฀AND฀6AN฀DER฀(ART�฀@4HE฀)NTRUSIVE฀0AST��฀P�฀����
�฀ &ELMAN฀@%DUCATION฀AND฀#RISIS��฀P�฀���
��฀ 2UTH฀,EYS�฀0RESENTATION฀AT฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀,ONDON�฀�TH฀*UNE฀�����
��฀ #ARUTH฀EXTENDS฀HER฀LISTENING฀METAPHOR฀THROUGH฀,ACAN�S฀REINTERPRETATION฀OF฀&REUD�S฀NARRATIVE฀OF฀THE฀DREAM฀

OF฀THE฀BURNING฀CHILD฀WHO฀CRIES฀OUT฀TO฀HIS฀SLEEPING฀FATHER�฀@THIS฀PLEA฀BY฀AN฀OTHER฀WHO฀IS฀ASKING฀TO฀BE฀SEEN฀AND฀
HEARD�฀THIS฀CALL฀BY฀WHICH฀THE฀OTHER฀COMMANDS฀US฀TO฀AWAKEN��฀#ARUTH�฀5NCLAIMED฀%XPERIENCE�฀P�฀��

��฀ 3EE฀2UTH฀,EYS�฀&ROM฀'UILT฀TO฀3HAME�฀0RINCETON�฀�����฀ALSO฀'IORGIO฀!GAMBEN�฀2EMNANTS฀OF฀!USCHWITZ฀4HE฀
7ITNESS฀AND฀THE฀!RCHIVE�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀�����

��฀ #LAUDE฀,ANZMANN�฀3HOAH�฀0ARTS฀�฀�฀��฀PRODUCED฀BY฀!LEPH�(ISTORIA฀&RANCE฀�����
��฀ *UDITH฀,EWIS฀(ERMAN�฀4RAUMA฀AND฀2ECOVERY�฀&ROM฀DOMESTIC฀ABUSE฀TO฀POLITICAL฀TERROR�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀�����฀P�฀����
��฀ $OMINICK฀,A#APRA�฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY฀AFTER฀!USCHWITZ�฀)THACA฀AND฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀����
��฀ (ELEN฀&EIN�฀'ENOCIDE�฀!฀3OCIOLOGICAL฀0ERSPECTIVE�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀��
��฀ 3EE฀(ERMAN�S฀4RAUMA฀AND฀2ECOVERY�
��฀ %VA฀(OFFMAN�฀!FTER฀3UCH฀+NOWLEDGE฀-EMORY�฀(ISTORY�฀AND฀THE฀,EGACY฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀����
��฀ @)N฀THE฀RECENT฀9UGOSLAV฀WARS�฀THE฀LESS฀RELIABLE฀SOLDIERS฀OF฀MERCILESSNESS฀WERE฀PLIED฀WITH฀VODKA฀OR฀EVEN฀DRUGS฀

TO฀DEADEN฀WHATEVER฀INKLINGS฀OF฀COMPASSION฀THEY฀MIGHT฀STILL฀HAVE฀HARBOURED��฀)BID��฀P�฀����
��฀ )BID��฀P�฀����
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4HE฀��ST฀"LOW�฀
2EPRESENTATION฀/F฀4HE฀(OLOCAUST฀3URVIVOR฀
)N฀)SRAELI฀#INEMA฀)N฀4HE฀,AST฀$ECADES฀/F฀4HE฀��TH฀#ENTURY

YVONNE฀KOZLOVSKY฀GOLAN

#ONCEPTS฀AND฀TERMS฀COMMONLY฀USED฀TO฀DEFINE฀THE฀STATUS฀AND฀CONDITION฀OF฀THE฀*EWS฀OF฀
%UROPE฀JUST฀BEFORE฀THE฀.AZIS฀TOOK฀POWER฀IN฀����฀THROUGH฀THE฀END฀OF฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))฀AND฀
THE฀ESTABLISHMENT฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀OF฀)SRAEL฀IN฀����฀HAVE฀NEVER฀BEEN฀PRECISE�฀%XPRESSIONS฀
SUCH฀ AS฀hREFUGEEv�฀h3HE�ERIT฀ HAPLEITAv฀ ;hLAST฀ REMNANTv=�฀h(OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVORv฀ AND฀
hDISPLACED฀ PERSONv฀ ARE฀ AMBIGUOUS�฀!S฀ MOST฀ )SRAELIS฀ SAW฀ IT�฀ A฀hREFUGEEv฀ WAS฀ A฀ NEW฀
IMMIGRANT฀FROM฀%UROPE฀WHO฀CHOSE฀TO฀COME฀TO฀0ALESTINE�฀OR฀WAS฀FORCED฀TO฀DO฀SO฀AFTER฀
EXPERIENCING฀THE฀EVENTS฀AND฀TERRORS฀OF฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))�฀(ISTORIANS฀AND฀SCHOLARS฀OF฀THE฀
PERIOD฀WHO฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀CLARIFY฀THESE฀CATEGORIES฀RUN฀INTO฀DIFFICULTIES�฀

(ISTORIANS฀HAVE฀DEVELOPED฀CLASSIFICATIONS฀FOR฀THE฀VARIOUS฀CATEGORIES฀OF฀REFUGEES฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THEIR฀ESCAPE฀ROUTE�฀COUNTRY฀OF฀ORIGIN�฀COUNTRY฀OF฀DEPORTATION�฀GHETTO฀
AND฀ TYPE฀ OF฀ CAMP฀ WHERE฀ THEY฀ WERE฀ INTERNED�฀ COUNTRY฀ OF฀ DEPARTURE�฀ COUNTRIES฀
CROSSED�฀ AND฀ MEANS฀ OF฀ TRANSPORTATION฀ TO฀ 0ALESTINE�฀ $ESPITE฀ THE฀ RICHNESS฀ OF฀ THESE฀
CRITERIA�฀ WHAT฀ STANDS฀ OUT฀ IS฀ THE฀ PAUCITY฀ OF฀ DEFINITIONS฀ WITH฀ WHICH฀ TO฀ ANALYZE฀ THE฀
IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀REFUGEE฀IN฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA�฀-ANY฀STUDIES฀HAVE฀EXAMINED฀THE฀PORTRAYAL฀OF฀
THE฀HISTORY฀OF฀THE฀*EWS฀IN฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IN฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀THROUGH฀THE฀MID฀����S�฀AND฀
HAVE฀CONCLUDED฀THAT฀THE฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVOR฀IS฀UNIFORMLY฀STEREOTYPED��฀
4HE฀(OLOCAUST฀REFUGEE฀OR฀SURVIVOR฀IS฀USUALLY฀DEPICTED฀AS฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀SUFFERS฀FROM฀
THE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀AND฀PHYSICAL฀CONSEQUENCES฀OF฀THEIR฀ORDEAL�฀WEARS฀%UROPEAN฀TYLE฀
CLOTHING�฀ SPEAKS฀ WITH฀ A฀ BROKEN฀ (EBREW฀ ACCENT�฀ POSSESSES฀ A฀ NUMBER฀ TATTOOED฀ ON฀
THE฀FOREARM�฀AND฀STILL฀BEARS฀THE฀ODOR฀OF฀THE฀CAMPS��฀4HE฀FOREIGNNESS฀AND฀ALIENATION฀
OF฀ REFUGEES฀ AND฀ SURVIVORS฀ FROM฀ .AZI฀ %UROPE฀ AFFECT฀ THEM฀ EMOTIONALLY�฀ POLITICALLY�฀
SOCIALLY�฀AND฀VISUALLY�฀

4HE฀REFUGEES�฀SENSE฀OF฀BEING฀A฀STRANGER฀IS฀INTENSIFIED฀BY฀THEIR฀LACK฀OF฀A฀COMMON฀
LANGUAGE�฀ WHICH฀ LIMITS฀ THEIR฀ COMMUNICATION฀ WITH฀ PEOPLE฀ AROUND฀ THEM฀ AND฀
PREVENTS฀ THEM฀ FROM฀ TELLING฀ OTHERS฀ ABOUT฀ THEIR฀ EXPERIENCES฀ TO฀ ELICIT฀ EMPATHY฀ AND฀
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀WHAT฀THEY฀HAVE฀ENDURED�฀4HE฀MISTRUST฀BETWEEN฀SURVIVORS฀AND฀THEIR฀
NEW฀ENVIRONMENT฀FOSTERS฀AN฀ATTITUDE฀OF฀SCORN฀AND฀REJECTION฀TOWARDS฀THEM�฀4HE฀)SRAELI฀
FEATURE฀FILMS฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THE฀UPROOTED฀SURVIVORS฀ARE฀UNABLE฀TO฀ACCEPT฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀
THEY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DISPLACED฀FROM฀THEIR฀HOMES฀AND฀MUST฀EMBRACE฀A฀NEW฀LAND�฀LANGUAGE�฀
AND฀ POLITICAL฀ AND฀ SOCIAL฀ SYSTEM฀ THAT฀ DIFFER฀ RADICALLY฀ FROM฀ THEIR฀ NATIVE฀ LANDS�฀ 4HE฀
SURVIVOR�S฀FAILURE฀TO฀BE฀ABSORBED฀INTO฀)SRAELI฀SOCIETY฀IS฀ATTRIBUTED฀TO฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀REFUSAL฀
TO฀ACCEPT฀THIS฀NEW฀STATUS�฀

-OST฀SCHOLARS฀HAVE฀REFERRED฀TO฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀DURING฀THE฀INFANCY฀OF฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA�฀
FROM฀THE฀����S฀TO฀THE฀MID฀����S�฀FILM฀AKERS฀WERE฀RECRUITED฀TO฀SERVE฀THE฀:IONIST฀MYTH฀
AND฀ ETHOS�฀ #HAMPIONING฀ :IONISM฀ MEANT฀ ADVANCING฀ CERTAIN฀ SOCIAL฀ AND฀ POLITICAL฀
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GOALS�฀ &ROM฀ THE฀ EARLY฀ ����S�฀ HOWEVER�฀ WHEN฀ FILM฀ BEGAN฀ TO฀ ENGAGE฀ IN฀ ISSUES฀ OF฀
hOTHERNESSv�฀GENDER฀AND฀FOREIGNNESS�฀ THE฀DICHOTOMY฀BETWEEN฀OLD฀AND฀NEW฀)SRAELIS฀
WAS฀REPLACED฀BY฀THE฀DICHOTOMY฀BETWEEN฀2IGHT฀AND฀,EFT�฀3CHOLARS฀OF฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀
CONTEND฀THAT฀SINCE฀THE฀EARLY฀DAYS฀OF฀)SRAELI฀FILM�฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀WAS฀DELINEATED฀IN฀TERMS฀
OF฀hOTHERNESS฀AND฀DIFFERENCEv฀TO฀DEMARCATE฀OUT฀THE฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀NATIVE฀)SRAELIS฀
AND฀ NEWLY฀ ARRIVED฀ *EWS�฀ &ROM฀ THE฀ FIRST฀ )NTIFADA฀ �$ECEMBER฀ ����	฀ ON�฀ THE฀ )SRAELI

0ALESTINIAN฀CONFLICT฀AND฀DOMESTIC฀DIVISIONS฀OVER฀THE฀ECONOMY฀AND฀ROLE฀OF฀RELIGION฀
HAVE฀POLARIZED฀PUBLIC฀OPINION฀MORE฀SHARPLY฀DIVIDED฀BETWEEN฀2IGHT฀AND฀,EFT�฀&ILM฀
SCHOLARS�฀ ORIGINATING฀ MOSTLY฀ ON฀ THE฀ )SRAELI฀ ,EFT�฀ DISCERNED฀ A฀ PARALLEL฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀NARRATIVE฀IN฀)SRAELI฀FILM฀AND฀BETWEEN฀)SRAELI฀RULE฀IN฀THE฀4ERRITORIES�฀)T฀WAS฀
SAID฀THAT฀THE฀SURVIVOR�S฀SITUATION฀RESEMBLED฀THAT฀OF฀THE฀0ALESTINIAN฀!RAB฀hOTHERv�฀AND฀
THAT฀THE฀0ALESTINIAN�฀LIKE฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀HAD฀NOT฀SUCCEEDED฀IN฀FINDING฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀PACE฀
IN฀)SRAELI฀SOCIETY��฀

4HERE฀IS฀SOME฀TRUTH฀IN฀THIS฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀)SRAELI฀FILM�฀7HAT฀IT฀OVERLOOKS฀IS฀HOW฀THESE฀
NARRATIVE฀STRATEGIES฀ IGNORE฀ THE฀PLIGHT฀OF฀ THE฀ *EWS฀ IN฀ THE฀(OLOCAUST฀AND฀ THE฀PERIOD฀
IMMEDIATELY฀ FOLLOWING฀ IT�฀ 4HE฀ ABSENCE฀ OF฀ THESE฀ KEY฀ ELEMENTS฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀
ACCOUNTS฀ RENDERS฀ )SRAELI฀ FILMS฀ INARTICULATE฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ DIRE฀ CIRCUMSTANCES฀ WHICH฀
THE฀ REFUGEES฀ AND฀ SURVIVORS฀ FLED฀ DURING฀ AND฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ WAR�฀ 4HUS�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ A฀ LACK฀
OF฀ ASSOCIATION฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ ESSENCE฀ OF฀ (OLOCAUST฀ REMEMBRANCE฀ AND฀ ITS฀ MODE฀ OF฀
REPRESENTATION฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ FILMS�฀4HE฀HISTORICAL฀ RESEARCH฀ FOR฀MOST฀OF฀ THESE฀ FILMS฀HAS฀
BEEN฀ ERRONEOUS฀ OR฀ SUPERFICIAL�฀ THEREBY฀ DISTORTING฀ HOW฀ SURVIVORS฀ ARE฀ PORTRAYED฀ IN฀
THEM�฀

)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀AND฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀
"ETWEEN฀STEREOTYPE฀AND฀DISTORTION

4O฀A฀GREAT฀EXTENT�฀A฀RELATIVELY฀SMALL฀NUMBER฀OF฀CINEMA฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀UNIVERSITY฀FILM฀
DEPARTMENTS฀IN฀)SRAEL฀SHAPE฀)SRAELI฀FILM�฀4HUS�฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀WAY฀THE฀
)SRAELI฀FILM฀INDUSTRY฀HAS฀BEEN฀OPERATING�฀ONE฀MUST฀BECOME฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀HOW฀FILM฀
AND฀FILM฀HISTORY฀ARE฀TAUGHT฀IN฀)SRAEL฀AND฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀SELECTING฀FILMS฀FOR฀THEATRICAL฀
RELEASE�฀

&ILM�S฀ HISTORICAL฀ DIALOGUE฀ IS฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ OBJECTIVE฀ HISTORICAL฀ NARRATIVE฀ AND฀ THE฀
FILM
MAKER�S฀ SUBJECTIVE฀ DEPICTION฀ AND฀ INTERPRETATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ NARRATIVE�฀ #INEMATIC฀
EXPRESSION฀ MEDIATES฀ BETWEEN฀ HISTORY฀ AND฀ ART�฀ AS฀ THE฀ NARRATIVE฀ MUST฀ BE฀ ADAPTED฀
INTO฀A฀SCREENPLAY�฀3INCE฀CONTENT฀AND฀EXPRESSION฀INTEGRATED฀IN฀FILM฀HAVE฀MULTIPLE฀AND฀
VARIED฀LAYERS�฀CULTURAL฀AND฀SOCIAL฀ASSOCIATIONS฀FROM฀VARIOUS฀FIELDS฀ARE฀INCORPORATED฀
INTO฀THE฀FILM฀FROM฀THE฀HUMANITIES�฀SOCIAL฀SCIENCES�฀AND�฀TO฀A฀CERTAIN฀EXTENT�฀EVEN฀THE฀
NATURAL฀SCIENCES�฀)GNORING฀ANY฀ONE฀OF฀THESE฀ELEMENT฀MEANS฀LEAVES฀OUT฀A฀PART฀OF฀THE฀
WHOLE�

&ILM฀TEACHING฀IN฀)SRAEL฀HAS฀PRIMARILY฀FOCUSED฀ON฀STYLISTIC฀ASPECTS฀OF฀FILM�฀EMPHAS

IZING฀ THEORIES฀ OF฀ CINEMATIC฀ TECHNIQUE฀ AND฀ EXPRESSION�฀ 3UBJECTS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ HISTORY�฀
SOCIOLOGY�฀CULTURE฀AND฀PHILOSOPHY฀ARE฀STUDIED฀SPARINGLY฀AND฀ARE฀USUALLY฀CONSIDERED฀
ELECTIVES�฀4HE฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀DESIGNED฀THE฀FILM฀TEACHING฀CURRICULA฀IN฀)SRAEL�S฀INSTITUTIONS฀
OF฀HIGHER฀EDUCATION฀HAVE�฀FOR฀THE฀MOST฀PART�฀IGNORED฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀AVERAGE฀)SRAELI฀
FILM฀ MAJOR฀ DRAWS฀ INSPIRATION฀ AND฀ IDEAS฀ FOR฀ HIS฀ OR฀ HER฀ CREATIVE฀ WORK฀ FROM฀ TOPICAL฀
ISSUES฀IN฀)SRAELI฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀DIDACTIC฀ASPECTS฀OF฀TEACHING฀ABOUT฀FILM฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀
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REPRESENTING฀ WORDS฀ AND฀ THOUGHTS฀ INTO฀ VISUAL฀ PATHWAYS฀ ARE฀ NOT฀ TAUGHT฀ ADEQUATELY�฀
4HE฀ TEACHING฀ INSTITUTIONS฀ FAIL฀ TO฀ EMPHASIZE฀ THAT฀ EVEN฀ THE฀ TREATMENT฀ OF฀ ONE�S฀ OWN฀
IMMEDIATE฀ENVIRONMENT฀INVOLVES฀A฀PROCESS฀OF฀CAREFUL฀RESEARCH฀AND฀STUDY฀DESIGNED฀TO฀
LEAD฀TO฀A฀BROADER�฀DEEPER฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OF฀THE฀FILM฀THE฀ASPIRING฀FILM

MAKER฀WISHES฀TO฀PRODUCE�฀

3CHOLARS฀AND฀WRITERS฀ON฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀ARE฀USUALLY฀MEMBERS฀
OF฀ THE฀ FACULTY฀ OF฀ THE฀ ARTS�฀ LITERATURE�฀ GENDER฀ AND฀ SOCIAL฀ STUDIES�฀ COMMUNICATION฀
AND฀MEDIA฀AND฀SOCIOLOGY�฀OPERATING฀ACCORDING฀TO฀METHODOLOGIES฀FAMILIAR฀TO฀THEM฀
FROM฀THEIR฀RESPECTIVE฀FIELDS�฀4HERE฀ARE฀VERY฀FEW฀FILM฀SCHOLARS฀FROM฀GENERAL฀HISTORY฀
OR฀ *EWISH฀ HISTORY฀ DEPARTMENTS�฀ AND฀ THERE฀ IS฀ STILL฀ NO฀ SCHOOL฀ OF฀ THOUGHT฀ MADE฀ UP฀
OF฀ HISTORIANS฀ STUDYING฀ FILM�฀ )NDEED�฀ THIS฀ EXPLAINS฀ WHY฀ SCHOLARS฀ WHO฀ STUDY฀ FILMS฀
WITH฀HISTORICAL฀SUBJECTS฀QUOTE฀SO฀LITTLE฀FROM฀HISTORIANS฀WHO฀HAVE฀STUDIED฀THE฀SAME฀
SUBJECT�

!฀SLIGHT฀CHANGE฀OCCURRED฀IN฀THE฀����S฀WHEN฀THE฀STUDY฀OF฀HISTORY฀AND฀FILM฀WAS฀
APPROVED฀ AS฀ A฀ JOINT฀ MAJOR฀ OFFERED฀ BY฀ THE฀ &ACULTY฀ OF฀ (UMANITIES฀ AND฀ THE฀ &ACULTY฀
OF฀ !RTS�฀ 4HE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ MOST฀ SCHOLARS฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ AND฀ FILM฀ HAVE฀ REACHED฀
IDENTICAL฀CONCLUSIONS฀ �EXCEPT฀ PERHAPS฀ FOR฀ )LAN฀!VISSAR	�฀ AND฀ HAVE฀ THEN฀ REPEATEDLY฀
RECYCLED฀ THEIR฀MODE฀OF฀ FILM฀ANALYSIS�฀DEMONSTRATES฀A฀ FLAW฀ IN฀ THE฀PREVIOUS฀SYSTEM�฀
n฀ NAMELY฀ THAT฀ TEACHERS฀ FROM฀ THE฀ SAME฀ SCHOOL฀ OF฀ THOUGHT฀ ON฀ THE฀ ARTS฀ AND฀ CINEMA฀
SHARED฀SIMILAR฀SOCIAL฀AND฀POLITICAL฀IDEAS฀WHICH�฀IN฀TURN�฀INFORMED฀THEIR฀ANALYSES฀OF฀
FILMS�฀

4HE฀SCREENPLAY฀ALSO฀POSED฀A฀PROBLEM�฀-OST฀SCREENWRITERS฀EXHIBITED฀STEREOTYPED฀
THINKING฀DUE฀EITHER฀TO฀THEIR฀LACK฀OF฀EDUCATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀3HOAH฀OR฀THEIR฀GROWING฀UP฀
IN฀A฀SOCIETY฀THAT฀TREATED฀SURVIVORS�฀TESTIMONY฀AS฀NEGLIGIBLE�฀4O฀BORROW฀A฀PHRASE฀FROM฀
(AIM฀ 'OURI�฀ THE฀ DAMAGING฀ IMPACT฀ OF฀ HOW฀ )SRAELI฀ FEATURE฀ FILMS฀ DISTORTED฀ PUBLIC฀
PERCEPTIONS฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀MAY฀BE฀CALLED฀hTHE฀EIGHTY
FIRST฀BLOWv�฀FROM฀THE฀STORY฀OF฀
A฀BOY฀WHO฀HAD฀SURVIVED฀EIGHTY฀BLOWS฀OF฀FLOGGING฀BY฀THE฀.AZIS�฀BUT฀WHEN฀HE฀ARRIVED฀
IN฀)SRAEL�฀WAS฀MET฀WITH฀DISBELIEF฀n฀THE฀hEIGHTY
FIRST฀BLOWv�

4HE฀RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀ACADEME฀AND฀FILM
MAKERS฀WHO฀ARE฀UNIVERSITY฀GRADUATES฀
SEEMS฀ TO฀ BE฀ CIRCULAR�฀ ACADEMIC฀ INSTITUTIONS฀ HAVE฀ EDUCATED฀ A฀ GENERATION฀ OF฀ FILM

MAKERS฀WHO฀HAVE฀MADE฀FILMS฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀KNOWLEDGE฀ACQUIRED฀IN฀THOSE฀INSTITUTIONS�฀
&ILM฀ SCHOLARS฀ ANALYZED฀ THE฀ FILMS฀ BASED฀ ON฀ THE฀ ASSUMPTIONS฀ THEY฀ THEMSELVES฀
INCULCATED฀ IN฀ THE฀ YOUNGER฀ GENERATION�฀!LL฀ OF฀ THESE฀ FACTORS฀ WORKING฀ TOGETHER฀ HAVE฀
MISREPRESENTED฀ AND฀ STEREOTYPED฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVOR฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ FEATURE฀ FILMS฀
PRODUCED฀BETWEEN฀THE฀����S฀AND฀THE฀LATE฀����S�฀4HESE฀FILMS฀PROPAGATED฀A฀PETTY฀AND฀
SLIGHTLY฀XENOPHOBIC฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀THAT฀FAILED฀TO฀DO฀JUSTICE฀TO฀THEIR฀WARTIME฀
SUFFERING�฀4HE฀SURVIVOR฀APPEARED฀AS฀A฀FOREIGNER฀WHO฀SIMPLY฀WAS฀hNOT฀ONE฀OF฀USv�฀4HE฀
MAJOR฀SOURCE฀OF฀THIS฀LACK฀OF฀EMPATHY฀FOR฀THE฀FIGURE฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀LIES฀IN฀THE฀FILM

MAKERS�฀EDUCATION�

&URTHERMORE�฀(OLOCAUST฀RESEARCH฀IN฀FILM฀ACADEMIC฀INSTITUTIONS฀HAS฀PREFERRED฀TO฀
FOCUS฀ON฀THE฀NARRATIVE฀ESSENCE฀IMPLIED฀BY฀THE฀VISUAL฀TEXT�฀ I�E��฀ THEY฀CONSIDERED฀THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVOR฀AND฀REFUGEE฀AS฀AN฀OBJECT฀ TO฀ TRANSMIT฀ SUBVERSIVE฀MESSAGES฀AND฀
IDEAS฀THAT฀DID฀NOT฀ARISE฀FROM฀THE฀SURVIVOR�S฀EXPERIENCES฀BUT฀FROM฀THE฀FILM
MAKER�S฀
WORLD
VIEW�฀4HESE฀FACTS฀MUST฀BE฀EXAMINED฀MORE฀FROM฀A฀HISTORICAL฀PERSPECTIVE฀THAN฀
FROM฀THE฀)SRAELI
CENTRIC฀VIEWPOINT฀OF฀)SRAELI฀FILM฀SCHOLARS�

Y�฀KOZLOVSKY฀GOLAN฀ q฀ THE฀��ST฀BLOW
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h.OT฀ONE฀OF฀USv

)N฀ CONTRAST฀ TO฀ THEIR฀ )SRAELI฀ COUNTERPARTS�฀ !MERICAN฀ AND฀ %UROPEAN฀ DIRECTORS฀ WHO฀
MADE฀FILMS฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀PORTRAYED฀THE฀REFUGEE฀AS฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀HAD฀ESCAPED฀
FROM฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀HOMELAND฀AND฀HAD฀BEEN฀VICTIMIZED฀BEFORE฀THEY฀FLED�฀4HEIR฀DEPICTIONS฀
OF฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀NATIONAL฀ORIGINS฀REFLECTED฀THE฀FILM
MAKERS�฀ETHNIC฀ORIGINS�฀2EFUGEES฀IN฀
THESE฀FILMS฀ARE฀PRESENTED฀AS฀AN฀INTEGRAL฀PART฀OF฀THEIR฀FORMER฀COUNTRY�S฀LANDSCAPE�฀THE฀
ONLY฀DIFFERENCE฀BEING฀IN฀THE฀*EW�S฀OFFICIAL฀DOCUMENTS฀AND฀ARMBAND�฀2ESTRUCTURING฀
OF฀THE฀VISUAL฀ISSUE฀IS฀REINFORCED฀BY฀THE฀!MERICAN฀CINEMATIC฀PORTRAYAL฀OF฀THE฀*EWISH฀
PROTAGONIST฀ AS฀ HAVING฀ RESPECTABLE฀ PROFESSIONAL฀ APPEARANCE�฀ AND฀ WHO฀ IS฀ USUALLY฀
A฀ PHYSICIAN�฀ PUBLIC฀ FIGURE�฀ LAWYER฀ OR฀ CULTURALLY฀ OR฀ SOCIALLY฀ INFLUENTIAL฀ FIGURE�฀ &OR฀
EXAMPLE�฀ IN฀0OLANSKI�S฀h4HE฀0IANISTv฀�����	฀WE฀CAN฀SEE฀THE฀CHARACTER฀OF฀THE฀0OLISH฀
PIANIST฀ AND฀ HIS฀ FAMILY฀ AS฀ FULLY฀ ACCULTURATED฀ INTO฀ THE฀ BOURGEOIS฀ 7ARSAW฀ LIFE฀ STYLE�฀
3IMILAR฀TO฀THEM฀ARE฀THE฀3ORS฀FAMILY฀IN฀)SZTVAN฀3ZABO�S฀h3UNSHINEv฀�'ERMANY�!USTRIA�
#ANADA�(UNGARY�฀����	�฀WHOSE฀FOUR฀GENERATIONS฀OF฀JUDGES�฀PHYSICIANS฀AND฀THINKERS�฀
PLAYED฀BY฀LEADING฀(OLLYWOOD฀ACTORS฀7ILLIAM฀(URT฀AND฀2ALPH฀&IENNES�฀ARE฀VERY฀FAR฀
FROM฀THE฀CLASSICAL฀PORTRAYAL฀OF฀THE฀*EW�

4HERE฀ARE฀MANY฀EXAMPLES฀OF฀MOVIES฀WHOSE฀HEROES฀ARE฀ENTIRELY฀ORDINARY�฀MIDDLE

CLASS฀PEOPLE�฀WHO฀DRESS฀LIKE฀OTHERS�฀AND฀ARE฀SURELY฀NOT฀PATHETIC�฀4HE฀PERSONALITIES฀LOSE฀
THEIR฀HUMAN฀ IMAGE฀ONLY฀ IN฀ THE฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀ ITSELF�฀WHERE฀PEOPLE฀ LOST฀ THEIR฀
HUMAN฀ LOOK฀ AND฀ BECAME฀ A฀ SHADOW฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ FORMER฀ SELVES�฀ AS฀ DOCUMENTED฀ BY฀ THE฀
LIBERATORS�฀CAMERAS฀AND฀THE฀MAJOR฀FILM฀BY฀'EORGE฀3TEVENS�฀h4HE฀.AZI฀#ONCENTRATION฀
#AMPS�฀����v฀�53!	�฀

7HAT฀ LED฀ TO฀ THESE฀ DIFFERENCES฀ IN฀ THE฀ WAY฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVORS฀ WERE฀
PERCEIVED฀AND฀PORTRAYED฀ON฀SCREEN�฀4HE฀(OLOCAUST฀WAS�฀FOR฀THE฀MOST฀PART�฀PERCEIVED฀
AS฀ A฀ NATIONAL฀ DISASTER฀ THAT฀ BEFELL฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀ PEOPLE�฀ WITH฀ 0ALESTINE฀ AND฀ LATER฀ )SRAEL฀
PERCEIVED฀AS฀THE฀PLACE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀WORLD฀*EWRY฀SHOULD฀LIVE�฀4HEREFORE�฀IT฀
WAS฀REASONABLE฀TO฀ASSUME฀THAT฀THE฀PLACE฀WHERE฀PEOPLE฀WOULD฀COPE฀WITH฀THE฀DISASTER฀
WITH฀ THE฀ MOST฀ EMPATHY฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ WITHIN฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀ STATE�฀ WHICH฀ STROVE฀ TO฀ BE฀ THE฀
PLACE฀OF฀REFUGE฀FOR฀*EWS฀WHO฀SURVIVED฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀4HIS฀WAS฀THE฀:IONIST฀RATIONALE฀
FOR฀THE฀NECESSITY฀OF฀ESTABLISHING฀A฀*EWISH฀STATE฀WHERE฀ALL฀PERSECUTED฀*EWS฀COULD฀FIND฀
A฀HAVEN�฀

4HE฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀ABOUT฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS�฀HOWEVER�฀TESTIFY฀TO฀THE฀DIFFICULTY฀OF฀
DISTINGUISHING฀BETWEEN฀THE฀SURVIVORS�฀PERCEPTIONS฀OF฀THEMSELVES฀AND฀WHAT฀THE฀:IONIST฀
PIONEERS฀IN฀)SRAEL฀THOUGHT฀OF฀THEM�฀"ITTER฀AS฀THE฀PROCESS฀WAS฀OF฀FOUNDING฀THE฀3TATE฀
OF฀)SRAEL�฀IT฀CERTAINLY฀CANNOT฀BE฀COMPARED฀TO฀WHAT฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀HAD฀ENDURED฀IN฀THE฀
3HOAH�

3CHOLARS฀SUCH฀AS฀(ANNA฀9ABLONKA�฀AND฀OTHERS฀WHO฀HAVE฀DOCUMENTED฀THEIR฀FIRST฀
PERSON฀EXPERIENCES฀IN฀THE฀CAMPS฀HAVE฀STRESSED฀THAT฀THEIR฀ACCOUNTS฀OF฀WHAT฀THEY฀HAD฀
SURVIVED฀AND฀WITNESSED฀UNDER฀.AZI฀RULE฀WERE฀NOT฀PROPERLY฀UNDERSTOOD�฀@-ANY฀TIMES฀
IT฀HAPPENED฀THAT฀THINGS฀WERE฀TAKEN฀IN฀ON฀A฀PUBLIC฀LEVEL฀ON฀A฀MUCH฀MORE฀SIMPLISTIC฀AND฀
ONE
DIMENSIONAL฀ LEVEL฀ THAN฀THE฀WAY฀THEY฀WERE฀RELATED��฀9ABLONKA฀CONFESSES�฀0RIMO฀
,EVI฀WROTE฀ABOUT฀THE฀EXISTING฀GAP�฀EVER฀WIDENING฀EACH฀YEAR�฀BETWEEN฀WHAT฀WENT฀ON฀
@OVER฀THERE�฀AND฀THINGS฀AS฀THEY฀WERE฀DEPICTED฀IN฀THE฀GENERAL฀IMAGINATION�฀NOURISHED฀BY฀
BOOKS�฀FILMS฀AND฀MYTHS฀CLOSE฀TO฀REALITY�฀4HIS฀SPLIT฀WAS฀DOOMED฀TO฀DETERIORATE฀BEYOND฀
THE฀SIMPLISTIC฀AND฀THE฀STEREOTYPICA�
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4HIS฀ MENTALITY฀ MANIFESTS฀ ITSELF฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ FILMS฀ THAT฀ ATTEMPT฀ TO฀ DEAL฀ WITH฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST�฀4HE฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀WHAT฀THEY฀WANT฀TO฀ACCOMPLISH฀AND฀WHAT฀THEY฀ACHIEVE฀
ORIGINATES฀ IN฀ THE฀ INACCURATE฀ TREATMENT฀ OF฀ HISTORICAL฀ MATERIAL฀ BY฀ THE฀ FILM
MAKERS�฀
)SRAELI฀FILMS฀MADE฀PRIOR฀TO฀THE฀MID
����S฀AVOIDED฀STORIES฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀PER฀SE�฀
4HE฀DIRECTORS฀MOST฀OFTEN฀SELECTED฀THE฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW฀OF฀THE฀ADOLESCENT�฀WHO฀NARRATED฀
STORIES฀OF฀BEING฀REFUGEES฀AND฀INTEGRATING฀INTO฀)SRAELI฀SOCIETY�฀�h4HE฀7OODEN฀'UNv�฀
h(IDE฀AND฀3EEKv�฀h(ENRYK�S฀3ISTERv�฀h3UMMER฀OF฀!VIYAv�฀h5NDER฀THE฀$OMIM฀4REEv฀AND฀
h4HE฀.EW฀,ANDv	�฀5SING฀CHILDREN฀AS฀NARRATORS฀ENABLES฀THE฀FILM
MAKER฀TO฀TRANSFORM฀
THE฀ STORY�S฀ SOURCE฀ INTO฀ SOMETHING฀ AHISTORICAL�฀ A฀ CHILDHOOD฀ MEMORY฀ INSTEAD฀ OF฀ A฀
VERIFIABLE฀SOURCE�

)N฀ CONTRAST�฀ THE฀ !MERICANS฀ AND฀ %UROPEAN฀ FILM
MAKERS฀ DREW฀ THEIR฀ KNOWLEDGE฀
ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀FROM฀HISTORICAL฀LITERATURE฀AND฀SURVIVOR฀MEMOIRS�

)N฀THE฀CINEMATIC฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀REFUGEE฀AND฀SURVIVOR฀IN฀!MERICAN฀FILMS�฀
THE฀ POINT฀ OF฀ VIEW฀ USUALLY฀ LOCATES฀ THE฀ ACTION฀ IN฀ THE฀ PRESENT฀ SHAPES฀ THE฀ CHARACTERS฀
ACCORDINGLY�฀.EVERTHELESS�฀THE฀RANGE฀OF฀THE฀!MERICAN฀CINEMA฀AND฀THE฀SPACE฀IT฀GIVES฀
TO฀HISTORICAL฀DISCOURSE฀IS฀BROADER฀THAN฀THE฀)SRAELI฀PERSPECTIVE�฀)T฀ENCOMPASSES฀THREE฀
TIME฀FRAMES฀OF฀THE฀PAST฀IN฀ADDITION฀TO฀TWO฀TYPES฀OF฀PRESENT฀TIME�฀THE฀PRESENT฀SIMPLE฀
AND฀THE฀PRESENT฀PROGRESSIVE�

/NE฀TIME฀FRAME฀IS฀DESIGNATED฀FOR฀THE฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀*EW฀AND฀*EWISH฀LIFE฀IN฀
PRE
WAR฀%UROPE฀AND฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀WAR�฀$URING฀THIS฀TIME�฀THE฀*EWS฀BLEND฀IN฀AND฀
LOOK฀LIKE฀EVERYONE฀ELSE฀AROUND฀THEM�฀4HE฀SECOND฀TIME฀FRAME฀IS฀SET฀IN฀THE฀GHETTO฀AND฀
CONCENTRATION฀CAMP�฀CHRONOLOGICAL฀STATIONS฀IN฀TIME฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀SURVIVOR�S฀CHARACTER฀
CHANGES฀ THROUGH฀ FORCE฀ OF฀ CIRCUMSTANCES�฀ AND฀ WHOSE฀ APPEARANCE฀ IS฀ DETERMINED฀
BY฀ THE฀hSURVIVOR฀ FORMULAv฀ CREATED฀ BY฀ 3TEVENS�S฀ FILM฀ OF฀ THE฀ LIBERATION�฀h4HE฀ .AZI฀
#ONCENTRATION฀#AMPS�฀����v฀�53!�฀����	�

4HE฀THIRD฀TIME฀FRAME฀INVOLVES฀LIBERATION฀AND฀LIFE฀FOLLOWING฀LIBERATION�฀4HE฀CIRCLE฀
HAS฀ BEEN฀ BROKEN�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ REFUGEE฀ SEEMINGLY฀ RETURNED฀ TO฀ LIFE฀ AS฀ A฀ PERSON฀ WHO฀ IS฀
PHYSICALLY฀FREE�฀(E฀RETURNS฀TO฀THE฀h&AMILY฀OF฀-ANv฀TO฀LIVE฀THE฀LIFE฀THAT฀EVERYONE฀ELSE฀
LEADS฀AND฀SEEKS฀MEANING฀IN฀LIFE฀AFTER฀THE฀(ELL฀HE฀WENT฀THROUGH�฀ATTEMPTING฀TO฀RETURN฀
TO฀THE฀ROUTINE฀OF฀DAILY฀LIFE฀SOMEWHAT฀SUCCESSFULLY��฀

)N฀ CONTRAST�฀ )SRAELI฀ FILMS฀ ENGAGED฀ SOLELY฀ IN฀ TWO฀ TIME฀ FRAMES�฀ BOTH฀ LOCATED฀ IN฀
)SRAEL�฀LIFE฀IN฀PRE
STATE฀)SRAEL฀DURING฀THE฀"RITISH฀-ANDATE฀OVER฀0ALESTINE฀AND฀UP฀TO฀THE฀
ESTABLISHMENT฀OF฀)SRAEL฀IN฀�����฀AND฀THE฀ARRIVAL฀OF฀REFUGEES฀FROM฀"RITISH฀INTERNMENT฀
CAMPS฀AND฀%UROPEAN฀$0฀CAMPS฀TO฀THE฀NEW฀STATE฀AFTER฀�����

)SRAELI฀ FEATURE฀ FILMS฀ DID฀ NOT฀ PORTRAY฀ THE฀ ROUTINE฀ LIFE฀ OF฀ THE฀ GHETTOS฀ AND฀ WHAT฀
WENT฀IN฀THE฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMPS�฀4HEY฀RARELY฀FOCUSED฀ON฀THE฀SURVIVORS�฀MEMORY฀OR฀
TESTIMONY�฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀CERTAINLY฀DID฀NOT฀DEAL฀WITH฀THE฀ESSENCE฀OF฀THE฀PAIN�฀MEMORY฀
AND฀LOSS�฀CLAIMING฀AMONG฀OTHER฀REASONS�฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀DUE฀TO฀FINANCIAL฀AND฀LOGISTICAL฀
FACTORS�฀4HUS�฀THE฀STAGE฀BETWEEN฀DESCRIPTION฀OF฀THE฀PRE
WAR฀*EWS฀AS฀NORMAL฀AND฀THE฀
POST
WAR฀ *EW฀ AS฀ A฀ RECOVERING฀ SURVIVOR฀ WAS฀ OMITTED฀ FROM฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA�฀9ET฀ HOW฀
CAN฀SURVIVORS฀BE฀DEPICTED฀WITHOUT฀PORTRAYING฀THE฀STARVATION฀AND฀THE฀SUFFERING฀THEY฀
EXPERIENCED�฀

)N฀MY฀OPINION�฀THE฀ICONOGRAPHIC฀hCOMPENSATIONv฀INVENTED฀BY฀THE฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀
TO฀MAKE฀UP฀FOR฀THIS฀OMISSION฀IS฀TO฀REPRESENT฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀AND฀THE฀REFUGEE฀THROUGH฀
SYMBOLIC
STEREOTYPICAL฀MEANS฀MARKING฀THE฀REFUGEE�SURVIVOR฀IN฀A฀SCHEMATIC฀WAY฀AS฀
THIN�฀WEAK�฀UPROOTED฀AND฀MAD�฀4HUS�฀)SRAELI฀FILM
MAKERS฀SUPERFICIALLY฀IMAGINED฀THE฀
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SURVIVOR฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀CAME฀FROM฀@OVER฀THERE��฀FROM฀@ANOTHER฀ERA�฀AND฀@ANOTHER฀TIME��฀
&ILM฀SCHOLARS฀WHO฀EXPLAINED฀THE฀STRUCTURING฀OF฀THIS฀STEREOTYPE฀CLAIM฀IT฀WAS฀DESIGNED฀
TO฀CREATE฀AN฀ICONOGRAPHIC฀VISUAL฀DISTINCTION฀BETWEEN฀THE฀$IASPORA฀*EWISH฀SURVIVOR฀
AND฀THE฀:IONIST฀h3ABRAv฀;FROM฀THE฀NATIVE฀PRICKLY฀PEAR=฀n฀THE฀NATIVE
BORN฀)SRAELI�฀THE฀
hNEW฀*EWv�฀WHO฀WAS฀THE฀PRODUCT฀OF฀:IONIST฀IDEALS�฀2EGARDING฀THIS฀DISTINCTION�฀IT฀MAY฀
BE฀SAID฀THAT฀IT฀ITSELF฀IS฀STEREOTYPICAL�฀TINGED฀WITH฀PREJUDICE฀AND฀IGNORANCE�฀BUT฀IT฀DOES฀
NOT฀EXPLAIN฀THE฀FUNDAMENTAL฀NARRATIVE฀FAILURE฀OF฀)SRAELI฀FILM
MAKERS฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀
THE฀SURVIVORS�฀ESSENTIAL฀TRAGEDY฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀AN฀INABILITY฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀WITH฀THE฀SURVIVORS�฀
SPIRITUAL฀ HERITAGE�฀ WHICH฀ WAS฀ IN฀ FACT�฀ THE฀ BASIS฀ OF฀ EARLY฀ :IONISM฀ THAT฀ LED฀ TO฀ THE฀
ESTABLISHMENT฀OF฀THE฀*EWISH฀STATE�

&URTHERMORE�฀ THE฀ CONTENTION฀ OF฀ CINEMA฀ SCHOLARS฀ THAT฀ THE฀ SURVIVOR฀ CHARACTERS฀
ARE฀JUXTAPOSED฀WITH฀THE฀3ABRAS฀TO฀GLORIFY฀THE฀NATIVE฀BORN฀)SRAELI฀HAS฀BEEN฀NEGATED฀
FIRST฀AND฀FOREMOST฀BY฀HISTORIANS฀AND฀SCHOLARS฀OF฀THE฀PERIOD�฀4HE฀LATTER฀HAVE฀RAISED฀
THE฀REASONABLE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀THE฀:IONIST฀AIM฀OF฀NEGATING฀THE฀$IASPORA฀WAS฀FOR฀THE฀
MOST฀PART�฀A฀RUMOR฀SPREAD฀BY฀WORD฀OF฀MOUTH�฀OR฀A฀CONCEPT฀THAT฀EXISTED฀PRIMARILY฀AS฀
A฀:IONIST฀IDEOLOGICAL฀VISION฀THAT฀HOPED฀TO฀CREATE฀A฀hNEW฀*EWv฀AND฀SOCIAL฀REVOLUTION฀IN฀
%RETZ฀)SRAEL��฀4HE฀DEPENDENCE฀ON฀SUCH฀A฀SWEEPING฀AND฀USUALLY฀ERRONEOUS฀GENERALIZA

TION฀SET฀THE฀CRITERIA฀WHICH฀)SRAELI฀FILM
MAKERS฀AND฀SCHOLARS฀EMPLOYED฀WHEN฀FILMING฀
OR฀EVALUATING฀MOVIES฀WHICH฀HAD฀(OLOCAUST฀THEMES�฀

4HIS฀ KIND฀ OF฀ DISTORTED฀ ANALYSIS฀ OF฀ THE฀ ICONOGRAPHY฀ OF฀ THE฀ SURVIVOR฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀
CINEMA฀ IS฀ EXEMPLIFIED฀ IN฀ THE฀ SCHOLARSHIP฀ OF฀ .URIT฀ 'ERTZ�฀ 3HE฀ STATES฀ THAT฀ THE฀
SURVIVOR฀ IS฀REPRESENTED฀AS฀ FEMININE฀AND฀SOFT฀ IN฀RELATION฀TO฀ THE฀NATIVE฀BORN฀)SRAELI�฀
THE฀h3ABRAv�฀(OWEVER�฀ IN฀ THIS฀CONTEXT�฀ IT฀ IS฀POSSIBLE฀ TO฀MAKE฀A฀DIFFERENT฀CLAIM�฀ THAT฀
THE฀SURVIVOR฀IS฀JUSTIFIABLY฀WEARY฀AND฀WORRIED฀ABOUT฀HIS฀LACK฀OF฀FAMILIARITY฀WITH฀HIS฀
NEW฀ENVIRONMENT�฀$RAWING฀THE฀MOST฀EXTREME฀CONCLUSION฀REGARDING฀ THE฀SURVIVOR�S฀
WEAKNESS�฀ 'ERTZ฀ INADVERTENTLY฀ LEGITIMIZES฀ THE฀ EMOTIONAL฀ STRATUM฀ THAT฀ RUNS฀
THROUGHOUT฀#HRISTIAN฀CIVILIZATION�฀)T฀HAS฀ALL฀OF฀THE฀TRAPPINGS฀OF฀ANTI
3EMITISM฀AND฀
*UDAEOPHOBIA�฀ WHICH฀ HAS฀ BECOME฀ THE฀ PATTERN฀ ACCORDING฀ TO฀ WHICH฀ *EWS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀
DESCRIBED฀BY฀NON
*EWS฀n฀AND�฀APPARENTLY�฀AS฀SEEN฀THROUGH฀)SRAELI฀EYES฀AS฀WELL�฀/NE฀OF฀
THE฀MOST฀FAMILIAR฀OF฀THESE฀ANTI
3EMITIC฀STEREOTYPES฀ATTRIBUTED฀FEMININE฀TRAITS�฀BOTH฀
PHYSICAL฀AND฀PSYCHOLOGICAL�฀TO฀*EWISH฀MEN�฀4HE฀4HIRD฀2EICH฀ADDED฀HOMOSEXUALITY฀
TO฀ THE฀ IMAGE฀ OF฀ *EWISH฀ MEN�฀ AS฀ IN฀ 6EIT฀ (ARLAN�S฀ .AZI฀ PROPAGANDA฀ FILM฀h4HE฀ *EW฀
3UESSv฀�����	��฀)N฀&RITZ฀,ANG�S฀FILM฀h-v�฀THE฀*EWISH฀ACTOR฀0ETER฀,ORRE฀�BORN฀,ADISLAV฀
,OEWENSTEIN	�฀ WITH฀ HIS฀ HIGH฀ VOICE฀ AND฀ REFINED�฀ FEMININE฀ FEATURES�฀ WAS฀ CAST฀ AS฀ THE฀
PEDOPHILE฀SERIAL฀MURDERER�

#ULTURAL฀HISTORIAN฀'ARY฀7EISSMAN฀OBSERVES฀THAT฀WE฀LEARN฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀
THROUGH฀ @WORKS฀ OF฀ ART�฀ CINEMA�฀ FICTIONAL฀ STORIES�฀ HISTORY฀ BOOKS�฀ MUSEUMS฀ AND฀
SURVIVORS�฀TESTIMONIES��฀7E฀ARE฀hNON
WITNESSESv฀WHO฀ACQUIRE฀OUR฀KNOWLEDGE฀LARGELY฀
FROM฀WHAT฀WE฀SEE฀ON฀SCREEN�฀MAINLY฀THROUGH฀FILMS฀AND฀DOCUDRAMAS฀WHICH฀ENABLE฀US฀
TO฀VICARIOUSLY฀EXPERIENCE฀THE฀HORRORS฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀)N฀THIS฀CONNECTION�฀WE฀CAN฀
EXAMINE฀THE฀DEGREE฀TO฀WHICH฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀EDUCATE฀)SRAELI฀VIEWERS฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀
AND฀IDENTIFYING฀WITH฀ITS฀VICTIMS฀AND฀SURVIVORS��฀

4HE฀PROCESS฀OF฀FOSTERING฀SUCH฀IDENTIFICATION฀REQUIRES฀THAT฀THE฀STORYLINE฀BASED฀ON฀
THE฀HISTORICAL฀EVENT฀HAS฀A฀PROFOUND฀EFFECT฀ON฀INDIVIDUAL฀AND฀COLLECTIVE฀CONSCIOUSNESS�฀
4HUS฀IT฀IS฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀STATE฀THAT฀THE฀NARRATIVE฀OF฀HISTORICAL฀DISCOURSE฀AS฀REPRESENTED฀
IN฀)SRAELI฀FILM฀AND฀MEDIA฀IS฀SUPPOSED฀TO฀DETERMINE฀TO฀A฀LARGE฀EXTENT�฀WHICH฀VISUAL฀

BEYOND฀CAMPS฀AND฀FORCED฀LABOUR฀n฀��฀YEARS฀ON



��� ���

RITUALS฀SHOULD฀BE฀FEATURED฀BY฀THEM�฀TO฀CONVEY฀THE฀hVALIDITY฀OF฀ITS฀COERCIONv฀ONTO฀THE฀
)SRAELI฀VIEWER฀SO฀HE฀CONSEQUENTLY฀BELIEVES฀THAT฀WHAT฀IS฀SEEN฀ON
SCREEN฀CONTAINS฀SOME฀
HISTORICAL฀TRUTH��฀4HE฀FILM
MAKER฀CANNOT฀REPLACE฀THE฀HISTORIAN�฀BUT฀FORMAL฀HISTORICAL฀
KNOWLEDGE฀ ASSISTS฀ THE฀ FILM
MAKER฀ IN฀ STRUCTURING฀ THE฀ NARRATIVE฀ IN฀ WAYS฀ THAT฀ ARE฀
HISTORICALLY฀CREDIBLE���฀

!MERICAN฀AND฀%UROPEAN฀FILMS฀MAKE฀AN฀OPPOSITE฀DISTINCTION�฀4HE฀SURVIVOR�฀NO฀
MATTER฀HOW฀INJURED฀HE฀MAY฀BE฀AS฀A฀HUMAN฀BEING�฀HOLDS฀A฀PLACE฀OF฀HONOR฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀
ABILITY฀TO฀RETURN฀TO฀LIFE฀FROM฀THE฀WORLD฀OF฀THE฀DEAD�

3TUDIES฀BY฀ LEADING฀)SRAELI฀ SCHOLARS฀ SUCH฀AS฀(ANNA฀9ABLONKA�฀2UTH฀&IERER�฀!NITA฀
3HAPIRA�฀ .ILI฀ +EREN฀ AND฀ OTHERS��฀ HAVE฀ PROVEN฀ THAT฀ THE฀ STEREOTYPICAL฀ PERCEPTION฀
THAT฀ CONSIDERS฀ THE฀ SURVIVORS฀ AS฀hSHEEP฀ TO฀ THE฀ SLAUGHTERv฀ STANDS฀ AT฀ VARIANCE฀ WITH฀
SCHOLARLY฀ FINDINGS฀ OR฀ THE฀ PREJUDICE฀ ENCOUNTERED฀ BY฀ SURVIVORS฀ WHEN฀ THEY฀ ARRIVED฀
IN฀%RETZ฀ )SRAEL�฀ SINCE฀SURVIVORS฀ TOOK฀ON฀MUCH฀OF฀ THE฀WORK฀OF฀PRESERVING฀MEMORY�฀
UNLIKE฀THE฀COMMON฀ASSUMPTIONS฀HELD฀UNTIL฀NOW�฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀SURVIVORS฀DID฀PLAY฀A฀
SIGNIFICANT฀ROLE฀IN฀GAINING฀)SRAEL�S฀INDEPENDENCE฀AND฀BUILDING฀UP฀THE฀COUNTRY฀AFTER฀
THE฀WAR�฀ THAT฀(OLOCAUST฀STUDIES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀AN฀INDEPENDENT฀PART฀OF฀ THE฀CURRICULUM฀
IN฀)SRAELI฀SCHOOLS฀AS฀INITIATED฀BY฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀OR฀THEIR฀FAMILIES฀SINCE฀THE฀����S�฀WAY฀
BEFORE฀ THE฀ TREND฀OF฀ACADEMIC฀HISTORICAL฀ RESEARCH�฀ DOES฀PROVE฀ THAT฀ THEIR฀ SILENCE�฀ FOR฀
THE฀MOST฀PART�฀AROSE฀FROM฀THE฀TENDENCY฀OF฀SOCIETY฀TO฀KEEP฀THEM฀SILENT�฀4HEIR฀MODE฀
OF฀ REHABILITATING฀ THEMSELVES�฀ AMONG฀ OTHER฀ WAYS�฀ WAS฀ TO฀ JOIN฀ THE฀ SECURITY฀ SERVICES฀
TO฀HUNT฀DOWN฀.AZIS฀AND฀COLLABORATORS�฀AND฀TO฀ JOIN฀THE฀)$&฀AND฀RISE฀ TO฀COMMAND฀
AND฀ LEADERSHIP฀ POSITIONS�฀ 3URVIVORS฀ HAVE฀ ALSO฀ MADE฀ TREMENDOUS฀ CONTRIBUTIONS฀
TO฀ (OLOCAUST฀ RESEARCH�฀ AND฀ HAVE฀ SUCCEEDED฀ IN฀ CHANGING฀ PREJUDICIAL฀ OPINIONS฀ ON฀
THE฀GHETTOS฀AND฀THE฀TRAGIC฀*UDENRATS�฀4HEIR฀ INFLUENCE฀MAY฀BE฀SEEN฀ON฀THE฀POLITICAL฀
SCENE�฀AS฀WELL�฀ON฀2IGHT฀AND฀ON฀,EFT�฀ IN฀THE฀STATE�S฀FOREIGN฀RELATIONS�฀ATTITUDE฀TO฀THE฀
h.EW฀'ERMANYv฀AND฀TO฀REPARATIONS�฀AND฀EVEN฀IN฀THE฀OFFICIAL฀POSITION฀ON฀MUSIC฀AND฀
COMPOSERS฀SUCH฀AS฀7AGNER�

)F฀WE฀EXAMINE฀HISTORICAL฀EVIDENCE฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀3HOAH฀REMEMBRANCE฀AND฀THE฀
REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ SURVIVOR฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ FILM�฀ WE฀ FIND฀ ONLY฀ A฀ TENUOUS฀ CONNECTION฀
BETWEEN฀REALITY฀AND฀CINEMATIC฀FICTION�฀3EMIOTIC฀ANALYSIS฀BY฀FILM฀SCHOLARS�฀HEADED฀BY฀
CINEMA฀SCHOLAR฀.URIT฀'ERTZ฀AND฀HISTORIAN฀-OSHE฀:IMMERMAN�฀WHO฀SHARE฀COMMON฀
POLITICAL฀VIEWS���฀ REVEALS฀ THEY฀ IGNORE฀HISTORICAL฀VARIABLES�฀AND฀ INSTEAD฀HAVE฀CHOSEN฀
TO฀ ANALYZE฀ THE฀ REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ REFUGEE฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ SEPARATELY฀ FROM฀ ITS฀
HISTORICAL฀ASSOCIATION฀IN฀MULTIPLE฀DIMENSIONS�฀

4HUS�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀'ERTZ฀CLAIMS฀THAT฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀OF฀THE฀����S฀THROUGH฀THE฀����S฀
WERE฀ BASED฀ ON฀ NEGATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ $IASPORA฀ AND฀ ON฀ THE฀ MASCULINE�฀ :IONIST฀ HIERARCHY฀
WHICH฀ @DETERMINED฀ THE฀ PLACE฀ OF฀ THE฀hOTHERSv�฀ THE฀ !RAB�฀ THE฀ WOMAN฀ SURVIVOR�฀ THE฀
$IASPORA฀*EW�฀AND฀THE฀SPECIFIC฀EMBODIMENT฀OF฀THIS฀*EW฀n฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVOR��฀!S฀
SHE฀CONTINUES�฀SHE฀SEEMS฀TO฀DO฀AN฀ABOUT
FACE฀IN฀PRINCIPLE�฀AND฀WRITES฀THAT฀THE฀EMPTY฀
AND฀ARTIFICIAL฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THESE฀IDENTITIES฀IS฀INTENDED฀TO฀

COVER฀UP฀THE฀CONTRADICTIONS฀IN฀:IONIST฀IDEOLOGY�฀AND฀TO฀UNIFY฀ALL฀OF฀ITS฀DIFFERENT฀
VARIATIONS฀INTO฀A฀HOMOGENEOUS฀NARRATIVE฀IN฀WHICH฀ALL฀OF฀THE฀IDEALS฀ARE฀REALIZED฀
BY฀THE฀PERFECT฀MASCULINE฀CHARACTER�฀4HIS฀IMITATION�฀WHICH฀HAS฀THE฀PRETENSION฀OF฀
BEING฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀;THE฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVOR฀CHARACTER=�฀REVEALS฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀;THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVOR=฀HIMSELF฀AS฀A฀HOLLOW฀THING�฀AND฀THUS�฀IT฀ESSENTIALLY฀SUBVERTS฀
THE฀VERY฀IDEOLOGY฀THAT฀IT฀EXPRESSES���฀
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4HERE฀ARE฀TWO฀REASONS฀FOR฀THIS�฀THE฀FIRST฀IS฀PLACING฀POLITICAL�฀SOCIAL฀AND฀GENDER
BASED฀
BLAME฀ ON฀ THE฀ SUB
TEXTUALITY฀ OF฀ THE฀ CINEMATIC฀ NARRATIVE�฀ 4HE฀ REAL฀ SOURCE฀ OF฀ THIS฀
CRITIQUE฀LIES฀IN฀AN฀IDEOLOGY฀THAT฀OPPOSES฀THE฀:IONIST฀GOAL฀OF฀)SRAEL฀AS฀A฀REFUGE฀FOR฀*EWS�฀
4HIS฀OPPOSITION฀IS฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀PRESENT
DAY฀0ALESTINIANS฀AS฀REFUGEES฀
WHO฀WERE฀FORCED฀TO฀FLEE฀THEIR฀HOMELAND�฀AND฀THE฀BELIEF฀THAT฀THE฀3TATE฀OF฀)SRAEL฀AROSE฀
SOLELY฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀ASHES฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀4HUS�฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀REMEMBRANCE฀AS฀MEMORIAL฀
AND฀THE฀COMMAND฀NEVER฀TO฀FORGET฀HAS฀BEEN฀CHANGED฀FOR฀VARIOUS฀REASONS฀THAT฀SHOW฀
)SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ IS฀ MORE฀ POLITICAL฀ THAN฀ ARTISTIC�฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ DOES฀ NOT฀ CONSIDER฀
:IONISM฀AS฀A฀LEGITIMATE฀IDEOLOGY฀TO฀ENSURE฀THAT฀*EWS฀WOULD฀HAVE฀THEIR฀OWN฀STATE฀AND฀
SANCTUARY���฀

4HE฀ SECOND฀ REASON฀ FOR฀ THE฀ DISTORTION฀ BY฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ OF฀ THE฀ NARRATIVE฀ OF฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀ AND฀ THE฀ SURVIVORS�฀ EXPERIENCES฀ IS฀ ROOTED฀ IN฀ THE฀ FILM
MAKERS�฀ IGNORANCE฀
OF฀ HISTORY�฀ "EING฀ UNEDUCATED฀ IN฀ HISTORY฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ CUTS฀ THEM฀ OFF฀ FROM฀ ACCURATELY฀
DEPICTING฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ BUT฀ SEVERS฀ THEM฀ FROM฀ FAITHFULNESS฀ TO฀ THE฀ ESSENCE฀ OF฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀AND฀ITS฀HORRORS�฀4HUS�฀THE฀RESEARCH฀AND฀WRITING฀OF฀THE฀SCREENPLAY฀ARE฀BASED฀
ON฀RECYCLED฀OPINIONS฀CIRCULATING฀AROUND฀THE฀INSTITUTIONS฀WHERE฀THE฀FILM
MAKERS฀WERE฀
EDUCATED�฀4HOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀HUMANITIES฀AND฀HISTORY฀GRADUATES฀RELY฀ON฀SYMBOLS฀
AND฀NARRATIVE฀STRATEGIES฀THAT฀ARE฀SO฀POETIC฀AS฀TO฀BE฀CONVOLUTED�฀4HEY฀SEEM฀INCAPABLE฀
OF฀ARTICULATING฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀NARRATIVES฀OF฀REFUGEES฀AND฀SURVIVORS฀WITHIN฀A฀ FILM฀IN฀
WAYS฀THAT฀MAKE฀THE฀VIEWER฀EMPATHIZE฀WITH฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST���฀7HAT฀LED฀
THOSE฀FILM
MAKERS฀TO฀BE฀DRAWN฀INTO฀HISTORICAL฀TROPES฀ABOUT฀SURVIVORS฀THAT฀NEGLECT฀THE฀
REALITIES฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�

4HAT฀IS฀HOW฀THINGS฀WERE�฀h5Sv฀AND฀hTHEMv

h5NDER฀ THE฀ $OMIM฀ 4REEv฀ �����	฀ PORTRAYS฀ CHILDREN฀ OF฀ SURVIVORS฀ AND฀ LOCALS฀ LIVING฀
TOGETHER฀ IN฀ AN฀ AGRICULTURAL฀ BOARDING฀ SCHOOL฀ IN฀ A฀ YOUTH฀ VILLAGE�฀ %XTERNALLY฀ IT฀ IS฀
IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀DISTINGUISH฀BETWEEN฀THE฀CHILDREN�฀SINCE฀ALL฀WEAR฀WORK฀CLOTHES฀AND฀ARE฀
LEARNING฀HOW฀TO฀WORK฀THE฀SOIL�฀4HE฀ONLY฀ THING฀THAT฀SEPARATES฀ THEM฀IS฀ THEIR฀ACCENT�฀
AND฀THEIR฀DISCUSSIONS฀ABOUT฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀WHICH฀THEY฀SURVIVED�฀$EPICTING฀THEM฀AS฀
hNORMALv฀CHILDREN฀JUST฀LIKE฀EVERYONE฀ELSE�฀REINFORCES฀THE฀CLAIM฀THAT฀FROM฀THE฀MOMENT฀
THAT฀ THEIR฀ STEREOTYPICAL฀ $IASPORA฀ LOOK฀ WAS฀ DISCARDED�฀ THEY฀ LOOKED฀ JUST฀ LIKE฀ THE฀
LOCALS�฀IN฀THE฀EYES฀OF฀THE฀VIEWER�฀4HEY฀HAD฀BECOME฀MORE฀EGALITARIAN�฀UNDERSTANDING�฀
AND฀ EMPATHIC�฀ 4HE฀ PERSPECTIVE฀ IS฀ THAT฀ OF฀ THE฀ INNOCENT฀ CHILD฀ AS฀ INNOCENT�฀ 0ERHAPS฀
THIS฀ IS฀ WHY฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ NOT฀ PORTRAYED฀ IN฀ THE฀ SAME฀ WAY฀ ADULT฀ SURVIVORS฀ ARE�฀ 7HEN฀
-IRA�S฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVOR฀ PARENTS฀ APPEAR�฀ THE฀ CAMERA฀ FOCUSES฀ ON฀ THEIR฀ OUTWARD฀
DIFFERENCES�฀'REAT฀CARE฀WAS฀TAKEN฀TO฀CAST฀VERY฀DISTINCTIVE฀PHYSICAL฀TYPES฀TO฀FURTHER฀
THE฀PLOT�฀(EBREW฀SPEAKING฀ACTOR฀!VRAHAM฀!VRAHAMI฀PLAYS฀THE฀GIRL�S฀FATHER�฀4HE฀FIRST฀
GLIMPSE฀OF฀HIM฀AS฀AN฀EMACIATED฀SICKLY฀ LOOKING฀MAN฀DRESSED฀IN฀WORN
OUT฀CLOTHING฀
AND฀ AN฀ OLD฀&RENCH฀ BERET฀ ON฀ HIS฀ HEAD฀ REMINDS฀ VIEWERS฀ OF฀ A฀ -USULMAN�฀!T฀ SECOND฀
GLANCE�฀HE฀LOOKS฀LIKE฀THE฀STEREOTYPICAL฀%ASTERN฀%UROPEAN฀$IASPORA฀*EW�฀WITH฀HOOKED฀
NOSE�฀DEEP
SET฀EYES�฀SHUFFLING฀WALK�฀SPARSE฀BEARD฀AND฀DISHEVELED฀HAIR�฀ALL฀OF฀WHICH฀
SYMBOLIZE฀ HIS฀hRACIALv฀ ORIGINS�฀ 3IMILARLY�฀ HIS฀ WIFE฀ HAILS฀ FROM฀ AN฀ %ASTERN฀ %UROPEAN฀
VILLAGE�

0INSKER฀HAS฀CHARACTERIZED฀h*UDEAOPHOBIAv฀AS฀THE฀NON
*EW�S฀FEAR฀OF฀THE฀*EW฀DUE฀TO฀
THE฀LATTER�S฀FOREIGN฀APPEARANCE�฀DRESSED฀IN฀BLACK฀FROM฀HEAD฀TO฀FOOT�฀SPORTING฀A฀LONG฀
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BEARD�฀AND฀SPEAKING฀A฀FOREIGN฀LANGUAGE�฀4HIS฀DESCRIPTION฀IS฀VISUALLY฀REPLICATED฀IN฀THE฀
FILM�฀WITH฀THE฀STOOPED฀MAN฀APPEARING฀LIKE฀3HYLOCK฀THE฀*EW฀DEMANDING฀HIS฀POUND฀
OF฀ FLESH�฀(E฀ IS฀SUPPOSEDLY฀SEARCHING฀FOR฀HIS฀DAUGHTER�฀BUT฀ THIS฀ TURNS฀OUT฀NOT฀ TO฀BE฀
THE฀CASE�฀)T฀IS฀UNCLEAR฀WHETHER฀-IRA฀HAS฀BEEN฀ABDUCTED฀OR฀ADOPTED฀ON฀THE฀BOAT฀BY฀
THE฀COUPLE�฀0ERHAPS฀SHE฀IS฀THEIR฀REAL฀DAUGHTER฀WHO฀DENIES฀THEY฀ARE฀HER฀PARENTS฀DUE฀
TO฀ MADNESS฀ RESULTING฀ FROM฀ EVENTS฀ THAT฀ HAPPENED฀@OVER฀ THERE��฀ 4HE฀ COURT฀ DOES฀ NOT฀
DEAL฀WITH฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀THE฀TRAUMATIZED฀COUPLE฀MAY฀HAVE฀ABDUCTED฀THE฀LITTLE฀
GIRL฀TO฀REPLACE฀THEIR฀MURDERED฀CHILD�฀BECAUSE฀THE฀COURT฀OSTENSIBLY฀WISHES฀TO฀ACT฀ONLY฀
IN฀-IRA�S฀BEST฀INTERESTS�฀-IRA�S฀FRIENDS฀ON฀THE฀FARM฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THE฀COUPLE฀ACTED฀OUT฀
OF฀ FINANCIAL฀MOTIVES฀ONLY฀AND฀ABDUCTED฀ THE฀GIRL฀ SO฀ THEY฀COULD฀RECEIVE฀REPARATIONS฀
FROM฀'ERMANY�฀4HE฀FATHER�S฀OBSTINATE฀INSISTENCE฀THAT฀-IRA฀IS฀HIS฀DAUGHTER฀IS฀NOT฀ONLY฀
A฀CRIMINAL฀ACT�฀BUT฀AN฀EMOTIONAL฀ONE�฀ SINCE฀HE฀CONSIDERS฀HER฀AS฀COMPENSATION฀ FOR฀
THE฀ LOSS฀OF฀HIS฀CHILDREN�฀4HE฀ADOPTED฀DAUGHTER�฀ON฀ THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀DOES฀NOT฀WANT฀
TO฀ BE฀ NEAR฀ HER฀ ADOPTIVE฀ PARENTS฀ DUE฀ TO฀ THEIR฀ PHYSICAL฀ ABUSE฀ OF฀ HER฀ �HER฀ SCARRED฀
BACK฀ IS฀SHOWN฀SEVERAL฀ TIMES฀ IN฀ THE฀ FILM	�฀4HUS�฀ THE฀ FATHER฀ IS฀DEPICTED฀AS฀ THE฀hUGLY฀
*EWv�฀THE฀TWO
FACED฀HYPOCRITE฀WHO฀KIDNAPS฀CHILDREN฀AND฀TORTURES฀THEM�฀4HE฀PLOT�S฀
SUBTEXT฀ WARNS฀ REFUGEES฀ AGAINST฀ COMING฀ TO฀ )SRAEL�฀ "Y฀ ARRIVING฀ IN฀ )SRAEL�฀ THE฀ COUPLE฀
CHALLENGES฀ THE฀ :IONIST฀ MYTH฀ THAT฀ )SRAEL฀ CONSTITUTES฀ THE฀ SUBSTITUTE฀ FAMILY฀ FOR฀ THE฀
PARENTS฀ THE฀ CHILDREN฀ HAVE฀ LOST฀ IN฀ %UROPE�฀ !CCORDING฀ TO฀ AUTHOR฀ 'ILA฀ !LMAGOR�฀ A฀
SYMBOLIC�฀ AN฀ IMAGINARY฀ FATHER฀ FIGURE฀ IS฀ REQUIRED฀ WHO฀ IS฀ SOMEWHAT฀ OF฀ A฀ #HRISTIAN฀
AND฀A฀FREEDOM฀FIGHTER�฀LIKE฀!VIYA�S฀FATHER฀IN฀HER฀BOOK฀AND฀FILM�฀h!VIYA�S฀3UMMERv�฀(E฀
TOO฀IS฀A฀MAN฀hFROM฀OVER฀THEREv�฀4HIS฀IS฀AN฀UNATTAINABLE฀DESIRE�฀SINCE฀WITH฀PARENTS฀LIKE฀
THOSE฀IN฀THE฀FILM�฀THE฀CHILD฀CAN฀ONLY฀LONG฀FOR฀THE฀NEW฀FATHERLAND฀WHERE฀THEY฀FOUND฀A฀
NEW฀HOME�฀

(ISTORIANS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ -ICHAEL฀ 2OTHBERG�฀ WHO฀ HAVE฀ STUDIED฀ CINEMATIC฀
REPRESENTATIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ CLAIM฀ THAT฀ HISTORY฀ AND฀ GENOCIDE฀ REQUIRE฀ ART฀
TO฀ PRESENT฀ TRAUMA฀ REALISTICALLY฀ AND฀ UNDERSTANDABLE฀ TO฀ THE฀ VIEWERS�฀ 4HEY฀ ARE฀ OF฀
THE฀ OPINION฀ THAT฀ ART฀ TRANSFORMS฀ A฀ TRAUMATIC฀ EVENT฀ INTO฀ AN฀ OBJECT฀ OF฀ KNOWLEDGE�฀
THEREBY฀ ENABLING฀ VIEWERS฀ TO฀ ACKNOWLEDGE฀ THEIR฀ ASSOCIATION฀ TO฀ THE฀ POST
TRAUMATIC฀
CULTURE���฀!ND฀YET�฀IN฀h5NDER฀THE฀$OMIM฀4REEv฀THE฀NARRATIVE฀SUBVERTS฀THIS฀PROCESS�฀
4HE฀ )SRAELI฀ STORY฀ !LMAGOR฀ ATTEMPTS฀ TO฀ TELL฀ RESEMBLES฀ A฀ FRIGHTENING฀ "ROTHERS฀
'RIMM฀FAIRY฀TALE�฀(ER฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀SHTETL฀*EWS฀UNDERMINES฀ANY฀NOSTALGIA฀FOR฀THE฀
hCHILDHOOD฀HOME฀AND฀ITS฀CULTUREv�฀WHOSE฀MEMORY฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀WORKED฀DILIGENTLY฀
TO฀ PRESERVE�฀ 4HROUGH฀ A฀ SCENARIO฀ THAT฀ OMITS฀ ANY฀ MENTION฀ OF฀ THE฀ HISTORICAL฀ SOURCES฀
OF฀ THE฀ SURVIVORS�฀ TRAUMA�฀ SHE฀ TELLS฀ A฀ TALE฀ OF฀ LOST฀ PARENTS฀ WHO฀ ARE฀ TRYING฀ TO฀ REVERSE฀
TIME฀ BY฀ DECEPTION�฀ -ORE฀ THAN฀ MERELY฀ REPRESSING฀ THE฀ TRAUMA฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ BY฀
NEGATING฀ THE฀ $IASPORA�฀ SHE฀ DISPLAYS฀ HER฀ IGNORANCE฀ BY฀ NEGATING฀ *UDAISM฀ THROUGH฀
PRESENTING฀ *EWS฀ WHOSE฀ VISUAL฀ APPEARANCE฀ PARALLELS฀ THE฀ TRADITIONAL฀ ANTISEMITIC฀
STEREOTYPES฀IMAGES฀THAT฀THE฀.AZIS฀UTILIZED฀TO฀JUSTIFY฀THEIR฀GENOCIDAL฀POLICIES�฀)NSTEAD฀
OF฀ FACILITATING฀ DIALOGUE฀ BETWEEN฀ CHARACTERS�฀ SHE฀ CREATES฀ CONFRONTATION�฀ )NSTEAD฀
OF฀ DEVELOPING฀ THEIR฀ PERSONALITIES฀ AND฀ ROOTING฀ THEM฀ IN฀ THEIR฀ HISTORICAL฀ MEMORIES�฀
SHE฀ REDUCES฀ THEM฀ TO฀ ONE
DIMENSIONAL฀ CHARACTERS฀ WHO฀ REPEATEDLY฀ ENGENDER฀ GUILT฀
AND฀ SCORN�฀ 3HE฀ JUSTIFIES฀ HER฀ NEGATIVE฀ ATTITUDE฀ TOWARDS฀ THEM฀ IN฀ THE฀ COURT฀ SCENE฀
BY฀ DEMONSTRATING฀ THAT฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ BEREFT฀ OF฀ ANY฀hSPIRIT฀ OF฀ CONCILIATIONv�฀ 4HE฀ TRAGEDY฀
OF฀ THE฀ PARENT
ABDUCTORS฀ DOES฀ NOT฀ INSPIRE฀ MERCY฀ AS฀ WOULD฀ A฀ 'REEK฀ TRAGEDY��฀
SINCE฀ -IRA�S฀ TRAGEDY฀ IS฀ NOT฀ ESSENTIALLY฀ CLASSIC฀ TRAGEDY�฀ 4HE฀ EXISTENTIAL฀ RIGHT฀ OF฀
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-IRA�S฀CASE฀IS฀DISTORTED฀IN฀THE฀SERVICE฀OF฀GOALS฀THAT฀ARE฀FOREIGN฀TO฀TRAGEDY�฀.OT฀ONLY฀DOES฀
THE฀FILM฀PERPETUATE฀STEREOTYPES�฀IT฀IS฀XENOPHOBIC฀n฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀THE฀hOTHERSv฀ARE฀FELLOW฀
*EWS�฀THUS฀EXHIBITING฀SELF
HATRED��฀AND฀IGNORANCE�฀3TATEMENTS฀BY฀ARCH฀ANTISEMITE฀OF฀
THE฀ LATE฀ NINETEENTH฀ CENTURY�฀ +ARL฀ ,UEGER�฀ MAYOR฀ OF฀ 6IENNA�฀ RESONATE฀ THROUGH฀
!LMAGOR�S฀WORDS�฀7HEN฀,UEGER�฀WHO฀HAD฀MANY฀*EWISH฀FRIENDS�฀WAS฀MOCKED฀FOR฀THE฀
@LOVELY฀SOCIETY฀AMONG฀WHOM฀HE฀GOES฀AROUND��฀HIS฀RESPONSE฀WAS�฀@)฀DECIDE฀WHO฀IS฀A฀
*EW����฀

/F฀ COURSE�฀!LMAGOR฀ AND฀ #OHEN฀ CANNOT฀ BE฀ ACCUSED฀ OF฀ ANTI
3EMITISM�฀ BUT฀ IT฀ IS฀
DIFFICULT฀ TO฀ IGNORE฀ THEIR฀ INSENSITIVITY฀ AS฀ THE฀ FILM�S฀ WRITER฀ AND฀ DIRECTOR฀ FOR฀ FAILING฀
TO฀ PRESENT฀ A฀ BELIEVABLE�฀ REASONABLE฀ PORTRAYAL฀ OF฀ SURVIVORS�฀ 4HE฀ FILM�S฀ NARRATIVE฀
FAILURE฀ IS฀MORE฀ SERIOUS�฀ SINCE฀ IT฀ IS฀ INCAPABLE฀ OF฀ PROVIDING฀ THE฀ VIEWER฀ WITH฀ ANY฀
HISTORICAL฀INSIGHT฀INTO฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀AND฀ITS฀SURVIVORS�฀THE฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀HAVE฀GONE฀
MAD฀AND฀BEHAVE฀LIKE฀A฀WOLF฀PACK฀IN฀THE฀WILD�฀AND฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀COUPLE฀WHO฀ARE฀LIKE฀
3HYLOCK�฀

.EVERTHELESS�฀WHEN฀%LI฀#OHEN฀HAD฀A฀FREE฀HAND฀WITH฀HIS฀OWN฀MATERIAL�฀HE฀PRODUCED฀
ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀HIGHLY฀ACCLAIMED฀FILMS฀ON฀THE฀SUBJECT�฀h4HE฀1UARRELv฀�#ANADA�฀����	�฀
IN฀%NGLISH�฀4HIS฀SENSITIVE�฀INTELLIGENT฀FILM฀TOUCHES฀ON฀ALL฀OF฀THE฀IMPORTANT฀ISSUES฀OF฀THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀WITH฀GREAT฀CLARITY�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀ESSENTIAL฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀SURVIVAL฀
AND฀hSURVIVOR�S฀GUILTv�฀AND฀YET฀IT฀HAS฀NEVER฀BEEN฀COMMERCIALLY฀SHOWN฀IN฀)SRAEL�฀4HE฀
ATTEMPT฀ TO฀ CLOSE฀ THE฀ GAP฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ TIME฀ FRAMES฀ n฀ OF฀ BEING฀ LIBERATED฀ AND฀ BEING฀
REFUGEES฀ n฀ WHILE฀ COMPRESSING฀ IT฀ INTO฀ ONE฀ CONCEPTUAL฀ FRAMEWORK฀ EXPOSES฀ THE฀ SOFT฀
UNDERBELLY฀OF฀THE฀)SRAELI฀FILM
MAKER�฀.EEDLESS฀TO฀SAY�฀THE฀BOOK฀AND฀THE฀FILM฀ARE฀ON฀THE฀
)SRAELI฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀RECOMMENDED฀LIST�

!LL฀ THIS฀HAVING฀BEEN฀SAID�฀ THE฀CENTRAL฀ THEME฀OF฀h5NDER฀ THE฀$OMIM฀4REEv฀ IS฀NO฀
DIFFERENT฀FROM฀OTHER฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀PERIOD�฀h"ERLIN฀
฀4EL฀!VIVv�฀h4HE฀7OODEN฀
'UNv�฀h3UMMER฀OF฀!VIYAv�฀h(IDE฀AND฀3EEKv�฀h.EW฀,ANDv�฀AND฀h(ENRYK�S฀3ISTERv�฀)N฀
ALL฀OF฀THESE฀FILMS�฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀ARE฀MAD฀OR฀OBSESSIVE�฀WHILE฀THE฀)SRAELIS฀INCLUDING฀THE฀
RECENTLY฀ARRIVED฀TEEN฀SURVIVORS฀ENROLLED฀IN฀THE฀HACHSHARA�฀THE฀AGRICULTURAL฀TRAINING฀
COURSE�฀ARE฀BOLDLY฀DETERMINED�

)T฀SEEMS฀TO฀ME฀THAT฀THE฀SCORN฀AND฀MOCKERY฀TOWARDS฀REFUGEES฀AS฀DEPICTED฀IN฀)SRAELI฀
FILMS฀ DO฀ NOT฀ REFLECT฀ THE฀ GENUINE฀ ATTITUDE฀ THAT฀ WAS฀ ACTUALLY฀ SHOWN฀ BY฀ OLD
TIMERS฀
TOWARDS฀THE฀NEWCOMERS�฀)N฀MY฀OPINION�฀IT฀MAY฀BE฀THAT฀THEIR฀COMPLEX฀RELATIONS฀WERE฀
BASED฀MORE฀ON฀ANGER฀AND฀JEALOUSY฀THAN฀ON฀MAKING฀THEM฀hTHE฀OTHERv฀AS฀FILM฀SCHOLARS฀
HAVE฀ THOUGHT���฀ .EWCOMERS฀ COULD฀ BE฀ JEALOUS฀ OF฀ THE฀ HALUTZIM�฀ THE฀PIONEERS฀WHO฀
WERE฀ REBUILDING฀ THE฀ ,AND�฀ PRACTICING฀ THE฀ hRELIGION฀ OF฀ LABORv�฀ WHOSE฀ PHILOSOPHY฀
WAS฀SUMMED฀UP฀IN฀THE฀SONG�฀h7HO฀WILL฀BUILD�฀BUILD฀ME฀A฀HOME฀IN฀4EL฀!VIV�v฀4HIS฀
SENTIMENTS฀ IN฀ THIS฀ SONG฀ CERTAINLY฀ WERE฀ NOT฀ APPLICABLE฀ TO฀ THE฀ PROTAGONIST฀ OF฀ 4ZIPI฀
4ROPE�S฀ FILM�฀ "INYAMIN฀ THE฀ "ERLIN฀ MUSICOLOGIST�฀ (ENRYK�S฀ SISTER฀ THE฀ WHORE�฀ OR฀ TO฀
THE฀NEW฀IMMIGRANT฀FROM฀.ORTH฀!FRICA฀WHO฀WAS฀A฀CRIMINAL฀IN฀"EN
$OR฀.IV�S฀FILM�฀
h.EW฀,ANDv�฀)T฀WAS฀A฀SONG฀OF฀THE฀RESIDENTS฀OF฀THE฀FIRST฀(EBREW฀CITY�฀AND฀THE฀PIONEERS฀
SETTLING฀THE฀'ALILEE�฀THE฀CENTER฀OF฀THE฀COUNTRY฀AND฀THE฀SOUTH�

#ONCLUSION

)SRAELI฀FEATURE฀FILMS฀GENERALLY฀HAVE฀DISTORTED฀THE฀PORTRAYAL฀OF฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS฀BY฀
VIEWING฀THEM฀FROM฀THE฀PRISM฀OF฀CONTEMPORARY฀)SRAELI
0ALESTINIAN฀POLITICS�฀)NSTEAD฀
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OF฀ TREATING฀ THE฀ REFUGEES฀ AS฀ HUMAN฀ BEINGS฀ WHO฀ MANAGED฀ TO฀ SURVIVE฀ A฀ GENOCIDAL฀
ONSLAUGHT�฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ HAS฀ CHOSEN฀ TO฀ DEAL฀ WITH฀ THE฀ PROBLEMS฀ INVOLVED฀ IN฀ THEIR฀
ARRIVAL฀ IN฀h4HE฀,ANDv�฀)NSTEAD฀OF฀PORTRAYING฀HOW฀THEY฀FOUND฀THEIR฀PLACE฀IN฀)SRAELI฀
SOCIETY�฀)SRAELI฀FILM
MAKERS฀HAVE฀DEPICTED฀SURVIVORS฀AND฀REFUGEES฀IN฀EXTREME฀TERMS�฀
DEPICTING฀THEM฀AS฀ALIENATED฀SOCIAL฀PARIAHS�฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀HAVE฀REFLECTED฀A฀PARTICULAR฀
HATRED฀ OF฀ THE฀ $IASPORA฀ *EWS�฀ CHARACTERIZED฀ BY฀ STEREOTYPICAL฀ %ASTERN฀ %UROPEAN฀
*EWISH฀ CLOTHING฀ AND฀ MECHANICALLY฀ OBSERVING฀ AN฀ ANTIQUATED฀ AND฀ FATALISTIC฀ RELIGION฀
RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀ THE฀ PASSIVITY฀ WHICH฀ MADE฀ *EWS฀ GO฀ THEIR฀ DEATHS฀ LIKE฀ SHEEP฀ TO฀ THE฀
SLAUGHTER�฀ 3OME฀ FILM
MAKERS฀ HAVE฀ EVEN฀ PORTRAYED฀ THE฀hSURVIVING฀ REMNANTv฀ OF฀ THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀WITH฀SUCH฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀THEIR฀APPEARANCE฀AND฀ACTIONS฀AS฀TO฀DISMISS฀THEM฀
AS฀THE฀hOTHERv�฀

4HUS�฀THE฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀HAS฀CREATED฀SCHEMATIC฀FILMS฀THAT฀WERE฀WELL฀RECEIVED฀BY฀
LOCAL฀ FILM฀ SCHOLARS�฀ )NSTEAD฀ OF฀ PRACTICAL฀ CRITICISM฀ BASED฀ ON฀ HISTORICAL฀ REALITY�฀ THE฀
FILM฀ SCHOLARS฀ CONTENTED฀ THEMSELVES฀ WITH฀ NARRATIVE฀ ANALYSIS฀ OF฀ FORM฀ AND฀ CONTENT�฀
INSTEAD฀OF฀ANALYZING฀THE฀RELATIONSHIP฀OF฀THE฀CONTENTS฀TO฀HISTORY�฀AND฀DID฀NOT฀TOUCH฀
ITS฀ESSENCE�฀

)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀MOVES฀WITHIN฀ITS฀OWN฀INTERNAL฀CIRCLES�฀REMAINING฀WITHIN฀THE฀SAME฀
ARTISTIC
ACADEMIC฀DIALOGUE฀THAT฀NOURISHES฀THE฀FILMMAKING�฀STIMULATES฀IT฀AND฀WRITES฀
THE฀FILM฀CRITICISM�฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀HAS฀NOT฀MADE฀ITS฀MARK฀ON฀THE฀)SRAELI฀MOVIEGOER�฀
AND฀HAS฀EVEN฀CHASED฀)SRAELI฀VIEWERS฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀THEATRES�฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀ERRORS฀OF฀)SRAELI฀
CINEMA฀ IS฀ THAT฀ IT฀ HAS฀ IGNORED฀ THE฀ SIMPLE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ ANY฀ DEPICTION฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀
AFFECTS฀LIVING฀WITNESSES฀WHO฀ARE฀CAPABLE฀OF฀RESPONDING�฀)GNORING฀THEIR฀PRESENCE฀AS฀A฀
SIGNIFICANT฀PART฀OF฀THE฀NARRATIVE฀IS฀PAINFUL�฀BUT฀BLIND฀TO฀THE฀TOTALITY฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀
EXPERIENCE�฀

!UDIENCES฀AVOIDED฀THE฀MOVIE฀THEATRES฀AS฀A฀PROTEST฀ACTION�฀SINCE฀WHAT฀THEY฀SAW฀ON฀
SCREEN฀WAS฀NOTHING฀LIKE฀THEIR฀PERSONAL฀EXPERIENCES฀WITH฀SURVIVORS�฀)T฀IS฀REASONABLE฀
TO฀ ASSUME฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ IS฀ NOT฀ WHAT฀ VIEWERS฀ LEARNED฀ AND฀ STUDIED฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUS
T฀IN฀THE฀CLASSROOM฀ IN฀ LESSONS฀ ON฀ THE฀h(EROES฀ AND฀ MARTYRS฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUSTv�฀ NOR฀
IS฀ IT฀ WHAT฀ THE฀ REALITY฀ LOOKED฀ LIKE฀ WHEN฀ THE฀ 3HOAH฀ TRANSPIRED�฀ /THERS�฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀
THE฀h3ECOND฀'ENERATIONv฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ OR฀ RELATIVES฀ OF฀ SURVIVORS�฀ DID฀ NOT฀ WANT฀
TO฀GO฀ RELIVE฀ THE฀ EXPERIENCES฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ PARENTS฀ OR฀ RELATIVES�฀ 4HE฀ SURVIVORS฀ ASKED฀ FOR฀
NO฀PITY฀ AND฀ CERTAINLY฀ RECOILED฀ FROM฀ THEIR฀ PORTRAYAL฀ AS฀ POOR฀ MISERABLE฀ CREATURES�฀
4HEY฀ STROVE฀ TO฀ BLEND฀ INTO฀ THE฀ ROUTINE฀ OF฀ DAILY฀ LIFE฀ AS฀ MUCH฀ AS฀ POSSIBLE�฀ &ROM฀ THE฀
SURVIVORS�฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW�฀THEIR฀REPRESENTATION฀IN฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀IS฀NOT฀A฀REALISTIC฀PICTURE฀
OF฀HOW฀THINGS฀WERE�฀SINCE฀@WHAT฀IS฀ESSENTIAL฀LIES฀IN฀THE฀SUCCESS฀OF฀GOING฀BEYOND฀THE฀
FACTUAL฀ EVIDENCE฀ OF฀ THE฀ HORROR฀;���=฀THE฀ HORROR฀ WAS฀ NOT฀ THE฀ EVIL��฀ AS฀ *ORGE฀ 3EMPRUN฀
WROTE���฀

!NOTHER฀ PROBLEM฀ THAT฀ CHARACTERIZES฀ )SRAEL฀ CINEMA฀ IS฀ A฀ LACK฀ OF฀ MATERIALS฀ AND฀
SYMBOLS฀ LINKING฀SURVIVORS฀WITH฀THEIR฀PAST฀ THAT฀ARE฀ENABLE฀VIEWERS฀ TO฀ IDENTIFY฀WITH฀
THE฀ HERO�S฀ DISTRESS฀ AND฀ BEHAVIOR฀ DURING฀ CRISIS�฀ 4HUS�฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀ ONE฀ THING฀ ONE฀
NEVER฀SEES฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ FILMS฀ IS฀ THE฀ MOVEMENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ TRAINS�฀ THE฀hSOUL฀ OF฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀
COLLECTIVE฀ MEMORY฀ OF฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUSTv�฀ WHICH฀ SYMBOLIZES฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ IN฀ FOREIGN฀
CINEMA�฀ 3OME฀ EXAMPLES฀ ARE฀ h4HE฀ 0AWNBROKERv฀ ������฀ DIR�฀ 0ETER฀ "ROOK	�฀ h,IFE฀ IS฀
"EAUTIFULv฀������฀DIR�฀2OBERTO฀"ENIGNI	�฀AND฀ESPECIALLY฀ IN฀h!MENv฀BY฀#OSTA฀'AVRAS฀
�����	�฀ )N฀ THESE฀ FILMS�฀ TRAINS฀ SERVE฀ AS฀ A฀ CENTRAL฀ TOOL฀ OF฀ GENOCIDE฀ SHIPPING฀ MASSES฀
OF฀*EWS฀FROM฀ALL฀OVER฀%UROPE฀TO฀THEIR฀DEATHS฀IN฀THE฀CAMPS�฀)SRAELI฀FILMS฀TRACE฀WHAT฀

Y�฀KOZLOVSKY฀GOLAN฀ q฀ THE฀��ST฀BLOW
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HAPPENS฀TO฀SURVIVORS฀AS฀OLIM฀;NEW฀IMMIGRANTS=฀AND฀EXPLOITS฀THEM฀AS฀hEXTRASv฀IN฀A฀
NARRATIVE฀THAT฀IS฀ABOUT฀)SRAEL฀AND฀NOT฀%UROPE�฀)SRAELI฀ FEATURE฀FILMS฀HAVE฀MISTREATED฀
THE฀FIGURE฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVOR�฀MAKING฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀INTO฀A฀DUMMY฀WHO฀SEEMS฀UNAWARE฀
OF฀ITS฀PAST�฀

/NE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀FREQUENT฀CLAIMS฀STATES฀THAT฀)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀HAS฀DESCRIBED฀hWHAT฀
WENT฀ON฀IN฀)SRAELv�฀4HE฀CLAIM฀THAT฀hTHAT�S฀HOW฀THINGS฀WEREv฀DOES฀NOT฀FIT฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀
FACTS฀ OF฀ THE฀ FIRST฀ TWO฀ DECADES฀ OF฀ THE฀ 3TATE�฀ .EITHER฀ DOES฀ IT฀ FIT฀ ADDITIONAL฀ FACTS฀ THAT฀
WERE฀MADE฀PUBLIC฀FROM฀THE฀����S฀ONWARD�฀4HESE฀FACTS฀SHOWED฀THAT฀THE฀KNOWLEDGE฀
OF฀THE฀)SRAELI฀VIEWER฀REGARDING฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀WAS฀MORE฀INTELLIGENT฀AND฀DEEPER฀THAN฀
A฀POLITICALLY฀MANUFACTURED฀CONSENSUS�฀0ROOF฀OF฀THIS฀MAY฀BE฀FOUND�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀IN฀
SALES฀OF฀MEMOIRS฀WRITTEN฀BY฀SURVIVORS฀FROM฀)SRAEL฀AND฀ABROAD�฀LIKE฀*ORGE฀3EMPRUN�฀
0RIMO฀,EVI�฀)MRE฀+ERTESZ�฀6IKTOR฀&RANKL�฀AND฀BY฀)SRAELI฀AUTHORS฀SUCH฀AS฀9EHIEL฀$INUR฀
�h+A฀4ZETNIKv	�฀5RI฀/RLEV�฀$AVID฀'ROSSMAN�฀9ORAM฀+ANIUK�฀!HARON฀!PPELFELD�฀.AVA฀
3EMEL�฀2UTH฀"ONDI�฀AND฀MANY฀OTHERS�฀

4HERE฀ HAVE฀ ALSO฀ BEEN฀ A฀ GREAT฀ MANY฀ DOCUMENTARY฀ TELEVISION฀ PROGRAMS฀ AIRED฀
ON฀PRIME฀TIME�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀""#�S฀h7ORLD฀AT฀7ARv�฀IN฀THE฀LATE฀����S�฀WHICH฀CONTAIN฀
HISTORICAL฀ FOOTAGE฀ AND฀ SURVIVOR฀ TESTIMONIES฀ TO฀ EXPLAIN฀ (OLOCAUST฀ AND฀ THE฀ *EWISH฀
RESISTANCE�฀ 3CHOOL฀ CURRICULA฀ HAVE฀ FOCUSED฀ ON฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ AS฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ MOST฀
IMPORTANT฀EVENTS฀OF฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))฀TO฀THE฀POINT฀WHERE฀SOME฀SCHOLARS฀FEEL฀THE฀FORMER฀
HAS฀ECLIPSED฀THE฀LATTER฀IN฀IMPORTANCE�฀#HOICES฀MADE฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀THREE฀DECADES฀IN฀
)SRAELI฀CINEMA฀DEMONSTRATE฀THAT฀THE฀PACE฀OF฀SOCIO
POLITICAL฀AND฀HISTORICAL฀CHANGE฀AND฀
MATURING฀CONSCIOUSNESS฀IN฀)SRAEL฀AND฀THE฀WORLD฀OVER฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀SAME฀PACE฀OF฀CHANGE฀
TAKING฀PLACE฀IN฀FEATURE฀FILMS�
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$OV฀.IV�฀)SRAEL�฀����	�฀5NDER฀THE฀
$OMIM฀4REE฀n฀%TZ฀HADOMIM฀TAFUS฀�%LI฀#OHEN�฀)SRAEL�฀����	�฀

�฀ 'ERTZ�฀!NOTHER฀CHOIR�฀PP�฀��
���
�฀ (ILLEL฀+LEIN�฀@4HE฀SEARCH฀FOR฀IDENTITY฀AND฀MEANING฀AMONG฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS��฀IN฀4HE฀.AZI฀#ONCENTRATION฀

#AMPS�฀*ERUSALEM�฀�����฀#INEMATIC฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀THIS฀SEARCH฀MAY฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀FILMS฀SUCH฀AS฀3OPHIE�S฀
#HOICE฀�!LAN฀*�฀0AKULA�฀53!�฀����	�฀4HE฀0AWNBROKER฀�3IDNEY฀,UMET�฀53!�฀����	�฀AND฀OTHERS�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀IN฀
WORLD฀LITERATURE�

�฀ 9OEL฀2APPEL฀�ED�	�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀3HE�ERIT฀HAPLETA฀VE�ERETZ฀YISRAEL�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����
�฀ )BID��฀PP�฀���
����
�฀ 3HLOMO฀ 3AND�฀ #INEMA฀ AS฀ HISTORY�฀ )MAGINING฀ AND฀ STAGING฀ THE฀ TH฀ CENTURY฀ ;(EB��฀ (AKOLNOA฀ KEHISTORIA�฀

,EDAMYEN฀ULEVAYEM฀ET฀HAME�AH฀HA�ESRIM	�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀P�฀����
�฀ 'ARY฀7EISSMAN�฀ &ANTASIES฀ OF฀7ITNESSING�฀ 0OSTWAR฀ %FFORTS฀ TO฀ %XPERIENCE฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST�฀ )THACA฀ .9�฀ �����฀

PP�฀��
���฀���
����
�฀ -ICHEL฀&OUCAULT�฀3EDER฀HASIAH฀;(EBREW฀TRANSLATION฀FROM฀,ES฀MOTS฀ET฀LES฀CHOSES=�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����
��฀ 2�฀!�฀2OSENSTONE�฀@(ISTORY฀IN฀IMAGES�(ISTORY฀IN฀WORDS�฀2EFLECTIONS฀ON฀THE฀0OSSIBILITY฀OF฀2EALLY฀0UTTING฀

(ISTORY฀ONTO฀&ILM��฀!MERICAN฀(ISTORICAL฀2EVIEW�฀VOL�฀�����฀$EC฀�����฀PP�฀����
�����
��฀ 2APPEL�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀PP�฀���
����฀.ILI฀+EREN�฀@4HE฀INFLUENCE฀OF฀hSHE�ERIT฀HAPLETAv฀ON฀THE฀AWARENESS฀OF฀

THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IN฀)SRAELI฀SOCIETY��฀IN฀9OEL฀2APPEL฀�ED�	�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀3HE�ERIT฀HAPLETA฀VE�ERETZ฀YISRAEL�฀4EL฀
!VIV�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����฀9OEL฀2APPEL�฀@%NCOUNTER฀OF฀EXPECTATIONS�฀!฀CONVERSATION฀WITH฀0ROF�฀!NITA฀3HAPIRA��฀
IN฀9OEL฀2APPEL฀�ED�	�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀3HE�ERIT฀HAPLETA฀VE�ERETZ฀YISRAEL�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀PP�฀��
���฀2UTH฀&IERER�฀
!GENTS฀OF฀THE฀LESSON�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀P�฀����

BEYOND฀CAMPS฀AND฀FORCED฀LABOUR฀n฀��฀YEARS฀ON



��� ���

��฀ -OSHE฀:IMMERMANN�฀@(OLOCAUST฀AND฀@OTHER�
NESSv฀OR�฀THE฀EXTRA฀ADDED฀VALUE฀OF฀THE฀FILM฀@$ON�T฀TOUCH฀MY฀
(OLOCAUST��฀IN฀.URIT฀'ERTZ�฀/RLY฀,UBIN฀AND฀*UDD฀.E�EMAN฀�EDS	�฀&ICTIVE฀ASPECTS฀OF฀CINEMA�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀
PP�฀���
����

��฀ 'ERTZ�฀!NOTHER฀CHOIR�฀PP�฀��
���฀
��฀ )LAN฀!VISSAR�฀@(AREDUT฀ LEUMIT�฀ SIYUTIM฀ ISHIIM�฀ 4ASBICH฀ HASHOAH฀ BAKOLNOA฀ HAISRAELI�฀ ;.ATIONAL฀ ANXIETY�฀

(OLOCAUST฀COMPLEX฀IN฀)SRAELI฀FILM	�฀IN฀.URIT฀'ERTZ�฀/RLY฀,UBIN฀AND฀*UDD฀.E�EMAN฀�EDS	�฀&ICTIVE฀ASPECTS฀OF฀
CINEMA�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����฀

��฀ 4HOMAS฀$OHERTY�฀0ROJECTIONS฀OF฀WAR�฀(OLLYWOOD�฀!MERICAN฀CULTURE฀AND฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀�����฀P�฀��
��฀ -ICHAEL฀2OTHBERG�฀4RAUMATIC฀REALISM�฀4HE฀DEMANDS฀OF฀(OLOCAUST฀REPRESENTATION�฀-INNEAPOLIS�฀�����฀PP�฀�
���฀

��
����
��฀ *EAN
'ERARD฀ "URSTEIN�฀ (ITLER�฀ ,A฀ 4YRANNIE฀ ET฀ LA฀ 0SYCHANALYSE�฀ %SSAI฀ SUR฀ LA฀ DESTRUCTION฀ DE฀ LA฀ CIVILISATION�฀

4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀P�฀���
��฀ *ACQUES฀ $ERRIDA฀ AND฀ %LIZABETH฀ 2OUDINESCO�฀ -AH฀ YELED฀ YOM฀ ;TRANSL�฀ FROM฀ ,ORSQUE฀ L�ENFANT฀ PARA¦T=�฀ 4EL฀

!VIV�฀�����฀)N฀#HAPTER฀��฀PP�฀����฀����฀DISCUSSING฀FUTURE฀ANTISEMITISM�฀%LIZABETH฀2OUDINESCO฀STATES฀THAT฀
MODERN�CONTEMPORARY฀ COPING฀ WITH฀ ANTISEMITISM฀ DIFFERS฀ FROM฀ THE฀ PAST�฀ !CCORDING฀ TO฀ 2OUDINESCO�฀ AT฀
PRESENT�฀ WE฀ ARE฀ CONFRONTING�COPING฀ WITH฀ @THE฀ MANIFESTATIONS฀ OF฀ ANTISEMITISM฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ UNCONSCIOUS�฀
DISGUISED�฀INDIRECT�฀THAT฀DOES฀NOT฀BELONG฀NEITHER฀TO฀THE฀LAW฀NOR฀TO฀CONSCIOUS฀RESPONSIBILITY��

��฀ !MOS฀%ILON�฀2EQUIEM฀GERMANI�฀9EHUDIM฀B�GERMANIA฀LIFNEI฀(ITLER�฀ ฀
฀ ฀;TRANSL�฀FROM฀'ERMAN฀2EQUIEM�฀
4HE฀'ERMAN
*EWISH฀EPOCH�฀ ฀
฀ =�฀/R฀9EHUDA�฀�����฀P�฀����

��฀ 2APPEL�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�
��฀ *ORGE฀3EMPRUN�฀,ITERATURE฀OR฀LIFE�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀��

"IBLIOGRAPHY

!VISSAR�฀)LAN�฀@(AREDUT฀LEUMIT�฀SIYUTIM฀ISHIIM�฀4ASBICH฀HASHOAH฀BAKOLNOA฀HAISRAELI�฀;.ATIONAL฀
ANXIETY�฀(OLOCAUST฀COMPLEX฀IN฀)SRAELI฀FILM	�฀IN฀.URIT฀'ERTZ�฀/RLY฀,UBIN฀AND฀*UDD฀.E�EMAN฀
�EDS	�฀&ICTIVE฀ASPECTS฀OF฀CINEMA�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����฀

"URSTEIN�฀ *EAN
'ERARD�฀ (ITLER�฀ ,A฀ 4YRANNIE฀ ET฀ LA฀ 0SYCHANALYSE�฀ %SSAI฀ SUR฀ LA฀ DESTRUCTION฀ DE฀ LA฀
CIVILISATION�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����

$ERRIDA�฀ *ACQUES฀ AND฀ %LIZABETH฀ 2OUDINESCO�฀ -AH฀ YELED฀ YOM฀ �TRANSL�฀ FROM฀ ,ORSQUE฀ L�ENFANT฀
PARA¦T	�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����

$OHERTY�฀4HOMAS�฀0ROJECTIONS฀OF฀WAR�฀(OLLYWOOD�฀!MERICAN฀CULTURE฀AND฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀
�����

%ILON�฀ !MOS�฀ 2EQUIEM฀ GERMANI�฀ 9EHUDIM฀ B�GERMANIA฀ LIFNEI฀ (ITLER�฀ ฀
฀ ฀ �TRANSL�฀ FROM฀
'ERMAN฀2EQUIEM�฀4HE฀'ERMAN
*EWISH฀EPOCH�฀ ฀
฀ 	฀/R฀9EHUDA�฀�����

&IERER�฀2UTH�฀!GENTS฀OF฀THE฀LESSON�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����
&OUCAULT�฀ -ICHEL�฀ 3EDER฀ HASIAH฀ ;(EBREW฀ TRANSLATION฀ FROM฀ ,ES฀ MOTS฀ ET฀ LES฀ CHOSES=�฀ 4EL฀ !VIV�฀

�����
'ERTZ�฀ .URIT�฀ !NOTHER฀ CHOIR�฀ (OLOCAUST฀ SURVIVORS�฀ FOREIGNERS฀ AND฀ OTHERS฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀ CINEMA฀ AND฀

LITERATURE�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����
+EREN�฀.ILI�฀@4HE฀ INFLUENCE฀OF฀hSHE�ERIT฀HAPLETAv฀ON฀ THE฀AWARENESS฀OF฀ THE฀(OLOCAUST฀ IN฀ )SRAELI฀

SOCIETY��฀IN฀9OEL฀2APPEL฀�ED�	�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀3HE�ERIT฀HAPLETA฀VE�ERETZ฀YISRAEL�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀
�����฀PP�฀���
����

+LEIN�฀(ILLEL�฀@4HE฀SEARCH฀FOR฀IDENTITY฀AND฀MEANING฀AMONG฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS��฀IN฀4HE฀.AZI฀
#ONCENTRATION฀#AMPS�฀*ERUSALEM�฀�����

2APPEL�฀9OEL฀�ED�	�฀"RIHIM฀SHEL฀SHTIKA�฀3HE�ERIT฀HAPLETA฀VE�ERETZ฀YISRAEL�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����
2OSENSTONE�฀ 2�฀ !��฀ @(ISTORY฀ IN฀ IMAGES�(ISTORY฀ IN฀ WORDS�฀ 2EFLECTIONS฀ ON฀ THE฀ 0OSSIBILITY฀ OF฀

2EALLY฀ 0UTTING฀ (ISTORY฀ ONTO฀ &ILM��฀ !MERICAN฀ (ISTORICAL฀ 2EVIEW�฀ VOL�฀ �����฀ $EC�฀ �����฀
PP�฀����
�����

2OTHBERG�฀-ICHAEL�฀4RAUMATIC฀REALISM�฀4HE฀DEMANDS฀OF฀(OLOCAUST฀REPRESENTATION�฀-INNEAPOLIS�฀
�����

3AND�฀ 3HLOMO�฀ #INEMA฀ AS฀ HISTORY�฀ )MAGINING฀ AND฀ STAGING฀ THE฀ TH฀ CENTURY฀ ;(EB��฀ (AKOLNOA฀
KEHISTORIA�฀,EDAMYEN฀ULEVAYEM฀ET฀HAME�AH฀HA�ESRIM	�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����

Y�฀KOZLOVSKY฀GOLAN฀ q฀ THE฀��ST฀BLOW



��� ���

4URK
9ABLONKA�฀(ANNA�฀3TRANGE฀BRETHREN�฀(OLOCAUST฀SURVIVORS฀IN฀THE฀3TATE฀OF฀)SRAEL�฀ ฀
฀ �฀
*ERUSALEM�฀�����

7EISSMAN�฀'ARY�฀&ANTASIES฀OF฀7ITNESSING�฀0OSTWAR฀%FFORTS฀TO฀%XPERIENCE฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀)THACA฀
.9�฀�����

:IMMERMANN�฀ -OSHE�฀ @(OLOCAUST฀ AND฀ @OTHER�
NESS�฀ OR�฀ THE฀ EXTRA฀ ADDED฀ VALUE฀ OF฀ THE฀ FILM฀
@$ON�T฀ TOUCH฀ MY฀ (OLOCAUST��฀ IN฀ .URIT฀ 'ERTZ�฀ /RLY฀ ,UBIN฀ AND฀ *UDD฀ .E�EMAN฀ �EDS	�฀
&ICTIVE฀ASPECTS฀OF฀CINEMA�฀4EL฀!VIV�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����

BEYOND฀CAMPS฀AND฀FORCED฀LABOUR฀n฀��฀YEARS฀ON



��� ���

4HE฀,IBERATION฀/F฀4HE฀"ERGEN
"ELSEN฀#AMP฀
!S฀3EEN฀"Y฀3OME฀"RITISH฀/FFICIAL฀7AR฀!RTISTS฀)N฀����

ANTOINE฀CAPET

)T฀SEEMS฀THAT฀THE฀EXTENSIVE฀DISCUSSION฀WHICH฀IS฀NOW฀TAKING฀PLACE฀ON฀THE฀IMPACT�฀THEN฀
AND฀NOW�฀OF฀THE฀IMAGES฀OF฀"ELSEN��฀TENDS฀TO฀NEGLECT฀THE฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS฀MADE฀
BY฀THE฀/FFICIAL฀7AR฀!RTISTS�฀MOST฀OF฀WHICH฀ARE฀NOW฀IN฀THE฀COLLECTIONS฀OF฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀
7AR฀-USEUM��฀)T฀IS฀NOT฀CLEAR฀WHY�฀WHILE฀A฀LOT฀OF฀ATTENTION฀IS฀n฀JUSTIFIABLY฀n฀DEVOTED฀
TO฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀AND฀FILMS��฀THESE฀OTHER฀VISUAL฀TESTIMONIES฀ARE฀LEFT฀ASIDE��฀/NE฀REASON฀
MIGHT฀BE฀TECHNICAL�฀TO฀REPRODUCE฀COLOUR฀ART฀FAITHFULLY�฀WITH฀THE฀CORRECT฀HUES฀AND฀THE฀
EXACT฀BALANCE�฀USED฀TO฀BE฀A฀MAJOR฀DIFFICULTY฀BEFORE฀ THE฀ INTRODUCTION฀OF฀COMPUTER

ASSISTED฀ PROCESSES�฀ !ND฀ POORLY฀ REPRODUCED฀ PICTORIAL฀ WORKS�฀ WHICH฀ ARE฀ ALREADY฀
HARDLY฀ACCEPTABLE฀FOR฀RUN
OF
THE
MILL฀SUBJECTS�฀WOULD฀BECOME฀TOTALLY฀INADMISSIBLE฀
WHEN฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀COLOUR฀IS฀A฀MAJOR฀COMPONENT฀OF฀THE฀EMOTIONAL฀IMPACT฀INTENDED฀
BY฀THE฀ARTIST�฀AS฀IN฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀"ELSEN฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS�฀4HE฀OLD฀PRACTICE฀OF฀
REPRODUCING฀MAJOR฀PAINTINGS฀IN฀BLACK฀AND฀WHITE฀HAS฀FORTUNATELY฀NEVER฀BEEN฀APPLIED฀
IN฀BOOKS฀ON฀"ELSEN�฀!NOTHER฀MIGHT฀BE฀FINANCIAL�฀THOUGH฀THE฀GAP฀IS฀NARROWING�฀IT฀IS฀STILL฀
SIGNIFICANTLY฀MORE฀EXPENSIVE฀�QUESTIONS฀OF฀COPYRIGHT฀ASIDE	฀TO฀ILLUSTRATE฀A฀BOOK฀IN฀FULL฀
COLOUR฀THAN฀IN฀BLACK฀AND฀WHITE�฀4HIS฀MAY฀EXPLAIN฀WHY�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THE฀REMARKABLE฀
COLLECTION฀ OF฀ ESSAYS฀ PUBLISHED฀ ON฀ THE฀ OCCASION฀ OF฀ THE฀ FIFTIETH฀ ANNIVERSARY฀ OF฀ THE฀
LIBERATION฀OF฀CAMP�฀CONTINUES฀TO฀RELY฀ON฀BLACK฀AND฀WHITE฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀FOR฀ITS฀SECTION฀
OF฀ILLUSTRATIONS�

"UT฀THERE฀ARE฀ALSO฀OTHER฀POSSIBLE฀REASONS�฀WHICH฀TAKE฀US฀INTO฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀@REPRESEN

TATION�฀n฀AND฀INTO฀THE฀SUBSTANCE฀OF฀THE฀PRESENT฀DISCUSSION�฀4HE฀FIRST฀ONE฀BEARS฀ON฀THE฀
FUNCTION฀OF฀ART�฀SHOULD฀IT฀PRESENT฀A฀READY
TO
DIGEST฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀REALITY�฀-ANY฀
GREAT฀ FILM฀DIRECTORS�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀WERE฀RELUCTANT฀TO฀ADOPT฀4ECHNICOLOR฀n฀AND฀SOME฀
LIVING฀ONES฀CONTINUE฀TO฀REFUSE฀THE฀@COLORIZING�฀OF฀THEIR฀MONOCHROME฀PICTURES฀MADE฀
POSSIBLE฀ BY฀ MODERN฀ TECHNOLOGY�฀ EVEN฀ THOUGH฀ THEY฀ KNOW฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ WILL฀ PRECLUDE฀
BROADCASTING฀THEIR฀WORKS฀ON฀@POPULAR�฀TELEVISION฀NETWORKS�฀WITH฀THE฀CONSEQUENT฀LOSS฀
OF฀REVENUE฀FOR฀THEM�฀%VEN฀IF฀THEIR฀REASONING฀IS฀NOT฀ALWAYS฀EASY฀TO฀FOLLOW�฀IT฀SEEMS฀THAT฀
BASICALLY฀THEY฀ALL฀WANT฀TO฀EMPHASISE฀THAT฀THEIR฀@ART�฀DOES฀NOT฀CONSIST฀IN฀APPROACHING฀
REALITY฀AS฀CLOSELY฀AS฀POSSIBLE฀n฀SUGGESTION฀RATHER฀THAN฀DEMONSTRATION฀SEEMING฀TO฀BE฀
THEIR฀ COMMON฀ MOTTO�฀ .OW�฀ FOR฀ A฀ SUBJECT฀ AS฀ SERIOUS฀ AS฀ "ELSEN�฀ IS฀ IT฀ POSSIBLE฀ n฀ IS฀ IT฀
DESIRABLE฀n฀TO฀LEAVE฀ANYTHING฀TO฀SUGGESTION�฀4HE฀MORE฀SO฀AS฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀DENIERS฀ARE฀
ALWAYS฀READY฀TO฀SEIZE฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀FEED฀THEIR฀PROPAGANDA�฀)T฀IS฀OBVIOUS฀
THAT฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS�฀BEING฀@WORKS฀OF฀THE฀MIND��฀CAN฀EASILY฀BE฀DISMISSED฀AS฀
@WORKS฀ OF฀ THE฀ IMAGINATION��฀ 4HE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ ALL฀ SPECIALISTS฀ AND฀ HISTORIANS฀ KNOW฀ THAT฀
PHOTOGRAPHS฀AND฀FILMS฀ARE฀ALSO฀@ARTIFICIAL�฀IN฀THE฀ETYMOLOGICAL฀SENSE฀n฀@ARTEFACTS��฀I�E�฀
CREATIONS฀OF฀MAN�฀NOT฀OBJECTS฀FOUND฀IN฀NATURE฀n฀AND฀THEREFORE฀SUBMITTED฀TO฀ALL฀HUMAN฀
DISTORTIONS฀ OF฀ REALITY฀ �POSITIVELY฀ DELIBERATE฀ AMONG฀ BONA฀ FIDE฀ CREATORS�฀ NEGATIVELY฀
DELIBERATE฀AMONG฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀3TALINIST฀PHOTO฀LAB฀TECHNICIANS฀WHO฀REMOVED฀4ROTSKY฀



��� ���

FROM฀����฀GROUP฀SNAPSHOTS฀WITH฀,ENIN	฀IS฀OF฀NO฀IMPORT฀HERE�฀7HAT฀COUNTS฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀
@GENERAL฀PUBLIC�฀IS฀CONVINCED฀THAT฀@SEEING฀IS฀BELIEVING��฀AND฀THAT฀@THE฀CAMERA฀DOES฀NOT฀
LIE��฀4HUS฀THE฀CREATOR�S฀AWARENESS฀OF฀THE฀LIMITS฀OF฀HIS฀ART฀n฀WHATEVER฀HIS฀MEDIUM฀n฀IS฀
IN฀CONFLICT฀WITH฀THE฀AVERAGE฀@CONSUMER�S�฀FIRM฀BELIEF฀THAT฀THE฀CINEMA฀@REFLECTS฀REALITY�฀
BETTER฀ THAN฀ THE฀ THEATRE�฀ OR฀ THAT฀ A฀ PHOTOGRAPH฀ WILL฀ ALWAYS฀ BE฀ MORE฀ RELIABLE฀ THAN฀ A฀
DRAWING฀OR฀PAINTING฀AS฀A฀SOURCE฀OF฀INFORMATION��฀

4HIS฀ DIFFICULTY฀ OVER฀ THE฀ FUNCTION฀ OF฀ ART฀ AS฀ A฀@FAITHFUL�฀ REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ REALITY฀
IS฀ COMPOUNDED฀ BY฀ THE฀ WIDESPREAD฀ PERCEPTION฀ OF฀ THE฀ NATURE฀ OF฀@ART�฀ AS฀ A฀ FRIVOLOUS฀
OR฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ NON
ESSENTIAL฀ PURSUIT฀ WHICH฀ BELONGS฀ TO฀ A฀ REALM฀ WHICH฀ HAS฀ NOTHING฀ TO฀
DO฀WITH฀EVERYDAY฀LIFE฀AND฀NOTHING฀TO฀TELL฀@ORDINARY฀PEOPLE��฀WHAT฀WE฀COULD฀CALL฀THE฀
@NOT
FOR
PEOPLE
LIKE
US�฀SYNDROME�฀/NE฀CAN฀THEREFORE฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀RESERVATIONS฀
OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀ARE฀ENGAGED฀IN฀@(OLOCAUST฀EDUCATION��฀TO฀TAKE฀UP฀A฀PHRASE฀USED฀IN฀THE฀
TITLE฀ OF฀ A฀ RESPECTED฀ JOURNAL฀ IN฀ THE฀ FIELD�฀ )N฀ THEIR฀ PUBLIC฀ LECTURES฀ AND฀ PUBLICATIONS�฀
THEY฀ HAVE฀ TO฀ FACE฀ THE฀ INDIFFERENCE�฀ OR฀ EVEN฀ THE฀ SCEPTICISM�฀ OF฀ GENERATIONS฀ WHICH฀
HAVE฀ OTHER฀ PREOCCUPATIONS฀ n฀ IF฀ THEY฀ HAVE฀ THE฀ OPPORTUNITY฀ TO฀ SHOW฀ SLIDES฀ OR฀ TO฀
INCLUDE฀ILLUSTRATIONS�฀THE฀NATURAL฀CHOICE฀WILL฀OF฀COURSE฀GO฀TO฀@INDISPUTABLE฀HISTORICAL฀
DOCUMENTS�฀LIKE฀PHOTOGRAPHS�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀FIRST฀THINGS฀FIRST฀n฀(OLOCAUST฀%DUCATION฀
CANNOT฀BE฀TRANSFORMED฀INTO฀COURSES฀IN฀!RT฀!PPRECIATION฀TO฀FILL฀THE฀VOID฀LEFT฀BY฀THE฀
PUBLIC฀EDUCATIONAL฀SYSTEM�฀!ND฀TO฀@THROW�฀THE฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀����฀
TO฀AN฀UNPREPARED฀PUBLIC฀WOULD฀NO฀DOUBT฀BE฀TOTALLY฀COUNTER
PRODUCTIVE�

&OR฀ ALL฀ THESE฀ REASONS�฀ ONE฀ CAN฀ SUPPOSE฀ THAT฀ IN฀ FACT฀ ONLY฀ A฀ LIMITED฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀
PEOPLE฀n฀ EVEN฀ PEOPLE฀ INTERESTED฀ IN฀ THE฀ SUBJECT฀ WATCHING฀ TELEVISION฀ PROGRAMMES฀
AND฀BUYING฀BOOKS฀ON฀IT฀n฀ARE฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THE฀WORKS฀OF฀ART฀LEFT฀BY฀THE฀/FFICIAL฀7AR฀
!RTISTS฀IN฀CONNECTION฀WITH฀THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀AS฀OPPOSED฀TO฀THE฀MANY฀FOR฀WHOM฀
@"ELSEN�฀PRIMARILY฀CALLS฀TO฀MIND฀WHAT฀HAS฀UNFORTUNATELY฀BECOME฀@THE฀ICONIC฀BULLDOZER฀
SCENE���฀A฀PHRASE฀WHICH฀ONE฀SHUDDERS฀TO฀USE�฀BUT฀A฀PHRASE฀WHICH฀ALAS฀UNDOUBTEDLY฀
REPRESENTS฀THE฀REALITY฀OF฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀THE฀CAMP฀BY฀THE฀GENERAL฀PUBLIC฀n฀AND฀THE฀
PHOTOGRAPH฀DOES฀NOT฀SEEM฀TO฀BE฀DISAPPEARING฀FROM฀RECENT฀PUBLICATIONS��฀

฀4HIS฀RAISES฀ALL฀SORTS฀OF฀QUESTIONS�฀AS฀ONCE฀AGAIN฀THE฀BENEFIT฀FOR฀(OLOCAUST฀EDU

CATION฀n฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ NOW฀ THE฀ SOLE฀ PERMISSIBLE฀ REASON฀ WHY฀ SUCH฀ PICTURES฀ SHOULD฀ BE฀
SHOWN฀n฀ RUNS฀ THE฀ RISK฀ OF฀ BEING฀ OFFSET฀ BY฀ THE฀ APPARENT฀ DISRESPECT฀ FOR฀ THE฀ DEAD��฀
�DISRESPECT฀FOR฀THE฀*EWS�	฀WHICH฀IT฀SUGGESTS�฀)N฀����฀n฀AND฀THIS฀BRINGS฀US฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀
@THEN฀AND฀NOW�฀ASPECT฀OF฀THE฀DISCUSSION฀n฀THE฀SUGGESTION฀MAY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀THAT฀OF฀UTTER฀
DISRESPECT฀FOR฀THE฀SANCTITY฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀BEING�฀MANIFEST฀EVEN฀IN฀THESE฀GROTESQUELY฀
MAIMED฀SHAPES฀WHICH฀USED฀TO฀BE฀CREATURES฀OF฀'OD฀�OR฀.ATURE฀OR฀WHATEVER฀HIGHER฀
FORCE	�฀A฀FACT฀WHICH฀STILL฀MADE฀THEM฀OUR฀BROTHERS฀AND฀SISTERS฀WHATEVER฀OUR฀RELIGIOUS฀
BELIEFS�

%VEN฀ THOUGH฀ THE฀ OFFICIAL฀ CAPTION฀ OF฀ THE฀ PHOTOGRAPH�฀ !฀ "RITISH฀!RMY฀ "ULLDOZER฀
PUSHES฀"ODIES฀ INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN฀ �&IG�฀�	�฀DOES฀NOT฀DESCRIBE฀ THE฀SCENE฀ IN฀
HUMAN฀TERMS฀n฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀MENTION฀OF฀THE฀DRIVER�฀AS฀IF฀THE฀BULLDOZER฀RAN฀AUTOMATICALLY�฀
AND฀THE฀VICTIMS฀HAVE฀ONLY฀BECOME฀DEHUMANISED฀@BODIES��฀WHICH฀COULD฀REFER฀EQUALLY฀
TO฀ANIMALS฀n฀THE฀KERCHIEF฀WORN฀BY฀THE฀SOLDIER฀TO฀PROTECT฀HIS฀HEALTH���฀ERECTING฀A฀LITERAL฀
AND฀METAPHORICAL฀BARRIER฀BETWEEN฀THEIR฀TWO฀WORLDS�฀FURTHER฀DISTANCES฀HIM฀FROM฀HIS฀
FELLOW฀ CREATURES�฀!S฀ ALL฀ MODERN฀ AUTHORS฀ ON฀ "ELSEN฀ AND�OR฀ THE฀ (OLOCAUST฀ INDICATE�฀
THE฀ *EWISHNESS฀ OF฀ THE฀ MAJORITY฀ OF฀ THESE฀ VICTIMS฀ WAS฀ NOT฀ PERCEIVED�฀ OR฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ NOT฀
PUBLICISED�฀ 4ODAY�฀ EVERYONE฀ KNOWS฀ THAT฀ THE฀ CORPSES฀ BEING฀ CALLOUSLY฀ BULLDOZED฀ ARE฀

BEYOND฀CAMPS฀AND฀FORCED฀LABOUR฀n฀��฀YEARS฀ON



��� ���

IN฀FACT฀BODIES฀OF฀*EWS�฀MOST฀OF฀THEM�฀(ENCE฀THE฀DANGER฀THAT฀THE฀SCENE฀COULD฀NOW฀BE฀
MISINTERPRETED฀AS฀SHOWING฀CONTEMPT฀FOR฀*EWISH฀PEOPLE฀AS฀SUCH�฀-OREOVER�฀EVEN฀IF฀ONE฀
DOES฀NOT฀ALWAYS฀SUBSCRIBE฀TO฀THE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀THEORIES฀OF฀MODERN฀SEMIOLOGISTS฀ON฀
THE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀SUBCONSCIOUS฀IN฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀IMAGES�฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀DENYING฀THAT฀
THE฀"RITISH฀SOLDIER฀ON฀HIS฀BULLDOZER฀SUGGESTS฀MACHO฀BRUTE฀FORCE���฀4HE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀
TRANSGRESSION฀OF฀THE฀AGE
OLD฀TABOO฀n฀RESPECT฀FOR฀THE฀DEAD฀n฀BECOMES฀A฀PHYSICAL฀ACT฀
OF฀AGGRESSION฀AGAINST฀THE฀*EWS฀WHICH฀IS฀BOTH฀A฀SOURCE฀OF฀TORMENT฀FOR฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀
AND฀A฀SOURCE฀OF฀REJOICING฀FOR฀THE฀WORST฀ANTISEMITES฀OF฀TODAY�฀7HETHER฀ONE฀LIKES฀IT฀OR฀
NOT�฀UP฀ON฀HIS฀BULLDOZER�฀THE฀DRIVER฀VISUALLY฀REPRESENTS฀THE฀@5PPER฀2ACE��฀WHILE฀THE฀
BODIES฀ON฀THE฀GROUND฀REPRESENT฀THE฀@,OWER฀2ACE�฀n฀AND฀THEREFORE฀THE฀.AZI฀RELATIONSHIP฀
BETWEEN฀THE฀@-ASTER฀2ACE�฀AND฀THE฀@3LAVE฀2ACE�฀IS฀MOST฀UNFORTUNATELY฀REPLICATED฀IN฀THIS฀
SCENE฀ AT฀ A฀ SUBCONSCIOUS฀ LEVEL�฀ 5NDERSTANDABLY�฀ THEN�฀ 4ONY฀ +USHNER฀ SPEAKS฀ OF฀ THE฀
@LACK฀OF฀SENSITIVITY฀IN฀THE฀USE฀OF฀SUCH฀IMAGES����฀WHILE฀*O฀2EILLY฀DESCRIBES฀THE฀SCENE฀
AS฀@THAT฀OF฀A฀"RITISH฀SOLDIER฀BULLDOZING฀BODIES฀UNCEREMONIOUSLY฀INTO฀A฀MASS฀GRAVE����฀
"UT฀ONCE฀AGAIN�฀THE฀DANGER฀COMES฀FROM฀THE฀EXCUSABLE฀UNPREPAREDNESS฀OF฀THE฀PUBLIC฀
�WHICH฀CANNOT฀KNOW฀ALL฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀DETAILS฀OF฀THE฀LIBERATION	฀AND฀THE฀INEXCUSABLE฀
MEDIOCRITY฀OF฀THE฀CAPTIONS฀OR฀COMMENTS฀OFFERED฀�@!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀BULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀
BODIES฀ INTO฀A฀MASS฀GRAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN�฀OR฀ SUCHLIKE฀ARE฀OBVIOUSLY฀CRUELLY฀ INADEQUATE	�฀
SINCE฀A฀@SENSITIVE�฀HISTORIAN฀ LIKE฀*O฀2EILLY฀EXPLAINS฀THAT฀ THE฀SCENE฀WAS฀NOT฀A฀ROUTINE฀
ONE�฀BUT฀ONLY฀TOOK฀PLACE฀ON฀TWO฀OCCASIONS�฀GIVING฀THE฀REASONS฀FOR฀RESORTING฀TO฀SUCH฀
EXTREME฀MEASURES�฀

4WO฀OF฀ THE฀HUGE฀PILES฀OF฀BODIES฀ TO฀BE฀BURIED฀HAD฀BECOME฀VERY฀DECOMPOSED�฀
"LANKETS฀ COULD฀ NOT฀ BE฀ SPARED฀ AND฀ WITHOUT฀ BLANKETS฀ THE฀ BODIES฀ COULD฀ NOT฀ BE฀
HANDLED�฀!S฀THE฀ONLY฀SOLUTION�฀PITS฀WERE฀DUG฀ALONGSIDE฀THE฀BODIES฀AND฀THEY฀WERE฀
THEN฀PUSHED฀IN฀BY฀THE฀BULLDOZER���฀

A�฀CAPET฀ q฀ THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀THE฀BERGEN
BELSEN฀CAMP

&IGURE฀ �฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN
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0URSUING฀ THE฀ THREAD฀ OF฀ SEMIOLOGY฀ AS฀ AN฀ INTERPRETIVE฀ TOOL�฀ ONE฀ SEES฀ THE฀ DIFFICULTY฀
OF฀USING฀IMAGES฀ LIKE฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀ INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀
"ELSEN฀OUT฀OF฀CONTEXT฀n฀OR฀RATHER฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀INADEQUATE฀MEDIA�฀(ERE�฀-C,UHAN�S฀
OTHERWISE฀CONTROVERSIAL฀THEORIES฀ON฀INDIVIDUAL฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀MASS฀COMMUNICATION฀
PROVE฀IN฀FACT฀OF฀GREAT฀HELP฀IF฀WE฀FOLLOW฀HIS฀WELL
KNOWN฀REASONING฀ON฀THE฀EFFORT฀REQUIRED฀
BY�฀SAY�฀THE฀VIEWER฀OF฀A฀PHOTOGRAPH�

4HERE฀IS฀A฀BASIC฀PRINCIPLE฀THAT฀DISTINGUISHES฀A฀HOT฀MEDIUM฀LIKE฀RADIO฀FROM฀A฀COOL฀
ONE฀LIKE฀THE฀TELEPHONE�฀OR฀A฀HOT฀MEDIUM฀LIKE฀THE฀MOVIE฀FROM฀A฀COOL฀ONE฀LIKE฀46�฀
!฀HOT฀MEDIUM฀IS฀ONE฀THAT฀EXTENDS฀ONE฀SINGLE฀SENSE฀ IN฀@HIGH฀DEFINITION��฀(IGH฀
DEFINITION฀IS฀THE฀STATE฀OF฀BEING฀WELL฀FILLED฀WITH฀DATA�฀!฀PHOTOGRAPH฀IS�฀VISUALLY�฀
@HIGH฀DEFINITION��฀!฀CARTOON฀IS฀@LOW฀DEFINITION��฀SIMPLY฀BECAUSE฀VERY฀LITTLE฀VISUAL฀
INFORMATION฀IS฀PROVIDED�฀;���=฀!ND฀SPEECH฀IS฀A฀COOL฀MEDIUM฀OF฀LOW฀DEFINITION�฀
BECAUSE฀SO฀LITTLE฀IS฀GIVEN฀AND฀SO฀MUCH฀HAS฀TO฀BE฀FILLED฀IN฀BY฀THE฀LISTENER�฀/N฀THE฀
OTHER฀HAND�฀HOT฀MEDIA฀DO฀NOT฀LEAVE฀SO฀MUCH฀TO฀BE฀FILLED฀IN฀OR฀COMPLETED฀BY฀THE฀
AUDIENCE�฀(OT฀MEDIA฀ARE�฀ THEREFORE�฀ LOW฀ IN฀PARTICIPATION�฀AND฀COOL฀MEDIA฀ARE฀
HIGH฀IN฀PARTICIPATION฀OR฀COMPLETION฀BY฀THE฀AUDIENCE�฀��

4HUS฀A฀PHOTOGRAPH�฀AS฀A฀@HOT�฀MEDIUM฀WHICH฀DOES฀NOT฀LEAVE฀MUCH฀@TO฀BE฀FILLED฀IN฀OR฀
COMPLETED��฀INDUCES฀LOW฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀THE฀VIEWER�฀4HIS฀OF฀COURSE฀DOES฀NOT฀MEAN฀
THAT฀A฀PHOTOGRAPH฀IS฀SUCH฀A฀PERFECT฀REFLECTION฀OF฀REALITY฀THAT฀THE฀VIEWER฀HAS฀NO฀EFFORT฀
TO฀MAKE฀TO฀RECONSTRUCT฀THAT฀REALITY฀n฀IT฀SIMPLY฀MEANS฀THAT฀THE฀VIEWER฀FEELS฀SATISFIED฀
WITH฀WHAT฀HE฀SEES�฀THAT฀HE฀IMAGINES฀THAT฀HE฀DOES฀NOT฀NEED฀FURTHER฀CONTEXTUALISATION฀
�HISTORICISATION	฀TO฀@UNDERSTAND฀THE฀MESSAGE��฀4HEREFORE�฀THE฀AVERAGE฀VIEWER฀WILL฀REST฀
CONTENT฀WITH฀WHAT฀HE฀@SEES�฀ON฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀
AT฀"ELSEN�฀AT฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀ARRIVING฀AT฀THE฀ERRONEOUS฀OR฀AT฀LEAST฀INCOMPLETE฀CONCLUSIONS฀
DISCUSSED฀EARLIER�฀!S฀A฀SELF
STANDING฀MESSAGE�฀WITHOUT฀THE฀ADDITIONAL฀INFORMATION฀PRO

VIDED฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE฀BY฀ *O฀2EILLY�฀ THAT฀PHOTOGRAPH฀MAY฀HAVE฀PERVERSE฀EFFECTS฀ON฀ THE฀
VIEWER�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀IT฀WOULD฀BE฀COUNTER
PRODUCTIVE฀TO฀OFFER฀IT฀@IN฀THE฀RAW��฀OUTSIDE฀
A฀CAREFULLY฀WRITTEN฀PUBLICATION฀n฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀AS฀A฀BRIEF฀@ILLUSTRATION�฀IN฀A฀TELEVISION฀
PROGRAMME�฀@4HE฀MEDIUM฀IS฀THE฀MESSAGE�฀IN฀THE฀SENSE฀THAT฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀
PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN฀WILL฀NOT฀HAVE฀THE฀SAME฀IMPACT฀DEPENDING฀
ON฀THE฀MEDIUM฀ON฀WHICH฀IT฀IS฀REPRODUCED�฀(ERE�฀WE฀MAY฀INTRODUCE฀A฀FURTHER฀DISTINC

TION�฀BETWEEN฀THE฀QUANTITATIVE฀AND฀THE฀QUALITATIVE฀IMPACT�฀4HERE฀IS฀NO฀DOUBT฀THAT฀THIS฀
PHOTOGRAPH฀WILL฀ALWAYS฀HAVE฀A฀HIGH฀QUANTITATIVE฀ IMPACT�฀WHATEVER฀THE฀MEDIUM฀OF฀
REPRODUCTION�฀AS฀ IT฀ CANNOT฀ FAIL฀ TO฀CREATE฀A฀VERY฀STRONG�฀ LONG
LASTING฀ IMPRESSION฀ON฀
THE฀VIEWER฀WHO฀FIRST฀SEES฀IT�฀"UT฀THE฀QUALITATIVE฀IMPACT฀n฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀THE฀MESSAGE฀
CONVEYED฀n฀MAY฀BE฀NIL฀OR฀WORSE฀IN฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀PROPER฀CONTEXTUAL฀ACCOMPANIMENT�฀
AS฀IS฀GENERALLY฀THE฀CASE฀ON฀TELEVISION�฀AND฀AS฀MAY฀UNFORTUNATELY฀BE฀THE฀CASE฀IN฀POORLY฀
PREPARED฀MUSEUM฀EXHIBITIONS฀n฀HOPEFULLY฀NOT฀IN฀HISTORY฀LESSONS฀AT฀SCHOOL�

.ARROWING฀IT฀STRICTLY฀TO฀THAT฀OF฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀
'RAVE฀ AT฀ "ELSEN฀ AND฀ HOW฀ IT฀ WOULD�COULD฀ BE฀ RECEIVED฀ TODAY�฀ WE฀ CAN฀ TRANSPOSE฀ THE฀
PROBLEM฀RAISED฀BY฀*O฀2EILLY�฀

)N฀THE฀SPRING฀OF฀����฀THE฀"RITISH฀PRESS฀WAS฀AWASH฀WITH฀IMAGES฀OF฀THE฀CONCENTRATION฀
CAMPS�฀ 4HERE฀ CAN฀ BE฀ NO฀ DOUBT฀ THEY฀ MADE฀ A฀ GREAT฀ PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ IMPACT฀ ON฀
ALMOST฀EVERYONE฀WHO฀SAW฀THEM�฀4HE฀QUESTION�฀HOWEVER�฀OF฀WHETHER฀THESE฀IMAGES฀
BROUGHT฀THE฀"RITISH฀PEOPLE฀ANY฀NEARER฀TO฀AN฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST�฀IN฀A฀
WAY฀THAT฀THE฀NEWSPAPER฀REPORTS฀OF฀THE฀MASSACRES฀HAD฀NOT�฀IS฀DEBATABLE���฀
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4HE฀ ANSWER฀ IS฀ PROBABLY฀ GIVEN฀ BY฀ SOME฀ AUTHORS฀ AND฀ EDITORS฀ OF฀ BOOKS฀ ON฀ "ELSEN฀
PUBLISHED฀RECENTLY฀n฀IT฀SEEMS฀CLEAR฀THAT฀THEY฀FEEL฀THAT฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀THE฀PUBLICATION฀OF฀
SUCH฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀BEING฀COUNTER
PRODUCTIVE฀IN฀THEIR฀LAUDABLE฀OBJECTIVES฀OF฀(OLOCAUST฀
EDUCATION฀IS฀FAR฀TOO฀HIGH�฀"UT฀THIS฀DOES฀NOT฀EXPLAIN฀WHY฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS฀ARE฀
LEFT฀OUT�฀BECAUSE฀THE฀SAME฀CRITERIA฀OF฀IMMEDIACY฀IN฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀DO฀NOT฀OF฀COURSE฀
APPLY฀TO฀THEM฀n฀IN฀-C,UHAN�S฀VOCABULARY�฀THEY฀ARE฀@COOL�฀MEDIA�

/NE฀CAN฀PERHAPS฀TRY฀TO฀DISCUSS฀THIS฀BY฀COMPARING฀AND฀CONTRASTING฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀
AND฀PAINTINGS฀WHICH฀HAVE฀EXACTLY฀THE฀SAME฀THEME�฀STARTING฀WITH฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀$EATH฀
0ITS�฀"ELSEN�฀33฀'UARDS฀COLLECTING฀"ODIES฀BY฀,ESLIE฀#OLE฀�&IG�฀�	฀AND฀4HE฀,IBERATION฀OF฀
"ERGEN
"ELSEN฀#ONCENTRATION฀#AMP�฀�����฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀-ASS฀'RAVES฀PARTIALLY฀FILLED฀WITH฀
#ORPSES฀BY฀3ERGEANT฀-ORRIS฀�&IG�฀��฀P�฀���	�

฀#OLE฀�����฀n฀����	฀HAD฀A฀BACKGROUND฀IN฀THE฀DECORATIVE฀ARTS�฀AS฀A฀MURAL฀DECORATOR฀
AND฀FABRIC฀PAINTER�฀&ROM฀�����฀WHEN฀HE฀MADE฀INDEPENDENT฀SUBMISSIONS฀TO฀THE฀7AR฀
!RTISTS฀!DVISORY฀#OMMITTEE�฀HE฀WORKED฀FOR฀THE฀#OMMITTEE�฀RECEIVING฀AN฀HONORARY฀
COMMISSION฀ AS฀ A฀ #APTAIN฀ IN฀ THE฀ 2OYAL฀ -ARINES�฀!FTER฀ A฀ LONG฀ PERIOD฀ IN฀ -ALTA�฀ HE฀
WENT฀ TO฀ RECORD฀ THE฀ SCENES฀ FOUND฀ DURING฀ THE฀ LIBERATION฀ OF฀ "ELSEN�฀ BEFORE฀ GOING฀ ON฀
TO฀*APANESE฀PRISONER
OF
WAR฀CAMPS฀IN฀3INGAPORE�฀5NTIL฀HE฀REACHED฀"ELSEN�฀IT฀SEEMS�฀
#OLE฀HAD฀ONLY฀DEPICTED฀WHAT฀WE฀COULD฀CALL฀@CLASSIC�฀SCENES฀OF฀WAR�฀LIKE฀THE฀UNLOADING฀
OF฀SHIPS฀UNDER฀ENEMY฀ATTACK฀�-ALTA�฀.O฀4IME฀TO฀ LOSE฀n฀3OLDIER฀$OCKERS฀UNLOADING฀
A฀#ONVOY฀DURING฀A฀2AID฀��	�฀BUT฀NOW฀HE฀WAS฀CONFRONTED฀WITH฀THE฀ATROCITIES฀OF฀WAR�฀
AND฀GAVE฀POSTERITY฀TWO฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀POWERFUL฀TESTIMONIES฀GIVEN฀BY฀ARTISTS฀�THE฀OTHER฀
ONE฀BEING฀"ELSEN฀#AMP�฀4HE฀#OMPOUND฀ FOR฀7OMEN฀ �&IG�฀��฀P�฀���	�฀WHICH฀WILL฀BE฀
DISCUSSED฀LATER	�

7HAT฀MAKES฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀$EATH฀0ITS�฀"ELSEN�฀33฀'UARDS฀COLLECTING฀"ODIES฀SO฀POWERFUL฀
EVEN฀FOR฀THE฀DISPASSIONATE฀HISTORIAN�฀0ROBABLY฀THE฀GRIPPING฀VISUAL฀RECONSTRUCTION�฀
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NOT฀OF฀REALITY฀n฀AS฀WE฀HAVE฀ARGUED�฀THIS฀IS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀n฀BUT฀OF฀ALL฀THE฀EVIDENCE฀GIVEN฀
BY฀WITNESSES฀AND฀n฀YES฀n฀BY฀PHOTOGRAPHERS฀ LIKE฀3ERGEANT฀-ORRIS�฀!LL฀HISTORIANS฀OF฀
THE฀SUBJECT฀HAVE฀READ฀THE฀GRIM฀STATEMENTS฀GIVEN฀BY฀LIBERATORS฀AND฀SURVIVORS฀DURING฀
THE฀,ÓNEBURG฀TRIALS��฀AND฀THEY฀IMMEDIATELY฀PERCEIVE฀THE฀MACABRE฀IRONY฀IN฀THE฀SCENE฀
BECAUSE฀ THEY฀ REMEMBER฀ THE฀ DEPOSITION฀ GIVEN฀ BY฀ (AROLD฀ /�฀ ,E฀ $RUILLENEC�฀ A฀ LATE฀
"RITISH฀DEPORTEE฀FROM฀*ERSEY�฀

/N฀ HIS฀ FIFTH฀ DAY฀ AT฀ THE฀ CAMP฀ AND฀ DURING฀ ABOUT฀ FOUR฀ DAYS฀ FOLLOWING�฀ HE฀ AND฀
OTHERS฀HAD฀TO฀DRAG฀CORPSES฀AND฀PUT฀THEM฀IN฀LARGE฀BURIAL฀PITS�฀4HIS฀WENT฀ON฀FROM฀
SUNRISE฀TO฀DUSK฀AND฀MANY฀DIED฀IN฀THE฀PROCESS�฀(E฀THOUGHT฀THAT฀THE฀OPERATION฀
WAS฀ INTENDED฀ TO฀ CLEAR฀ UP฀ THE฀ CAMP฀ BEFORE฀ THE฀ "RITISH฀ ARRIVED�฀!NYBODY฀ WHO฀
FALTERED฀WAS฀STRUCK���฀

.OW฀IT฀WAS฀THE฀FORMER฀33฀GUARDS฀WHO฀HAD฀TO฀DRAG฀THE฀CORPSES฀n฀THIS฀IS฀CLEARLY฀VISIBLE฀
ON฀THE฀PICTURE�฀LIKE฀THE฀"RITISH฀SOLDIERS฀WITH฀GUNS฀WHO฀WATCH฀THEM�

฀4HIS฀ IRONY฀ IS฀ TOTALLY฀ABSENT฀ FROM฀3ERGEANT฀-ORRIS�S฀PHOTOGRAPH฀ FOR฀ THE฀SIMPLE฀
REASON฀THAT฀HE฀CHOSE฀TO฀TAKE฀HIS฀PICTURE฀AT฀A฀TIME฀WHEN฀THAT฀GRUELLING฀ACTIVITY฀WAS฀
SUSPENDED฀n฀DURING฀A฀MEAL฀PAUSE�฀ONE฀MAY฀IMAGINE�฀!ND฀IMAGINING฀THIS฀REINFORCES฀
THE฀�IN	HUMAN฀CRUELTY฀OF฀IT฀ALL�฀HOW฀COULD฀THE฀33฀TROOPERS฀n฀HUMAN฀BEINGS฀WHATEVER฀
THEIR฀CRIMES฀n฀EAT฀THEIR฀MIDDAY฀LUNCH�฀%VEN฀WORSE�฀PERHAPS�฀HOW฀COULD฀THE฀SOLDIERS�฀
4HE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀ALL฀ LIVING฀PRESENCE฀SETS฀OUR฀MINDS฀THINKING�฀ TRYING฀TO฀FILL฀ THE฀GAPS฀
WITH฀WHAT฀WE฀KNOW฀FROM฀OTHER฀SOURCES�฀3INCE฀THE฀FRAMING฀OF฀THE฀IMAGE฀LEAVES฀OUT฀
EVERYTHING฀NOT฀CONNECTED฀WITH฀-ORRIS�S฀IMMEDIATE฀THEME�฀THE฀DEATH฀PIT�฀IT฀LEAVES฀OUT฀
THE฀CONTEXT�฀THE฀VIEWER฀CONCENTRATES฀ON฀THE฀RESULT�฀NOT฀ON฀THE฀PROCESS฀WHICH฀LED฀TO฀
IT�฀4HE฀ONLY฀ALLUSION฀TO฀THAT฀PROCESS฀IS฀IN฀THE฀CAPTION�฀WITH฀THE฀ALL
IMPORTANT฀WORD฀
@PARTIALLY��฀WE฀KNOW฀THAT฀UNFORTUNATELY฀-ORRIS฀CONCENTRATED฀ON฀THIS฀CORNER฀BECAUSE฀

&IGURE฀��฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀-ASS฀'RAVES฀PARTIALLY฀FILLED฀WITH฀#ORPSES
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THE฀ OTHERS฀ WERE฀ EMPTY�฀ WAITING฀ TO฀ BE฀ FILLED฀ WITH฀ MORE฀ OF฀ THESE฀ HORRIBLY฀ DISTORTED฀
SHAPES฀WHICH฀USED฀TO฀BE฀LIVING฀HUMAN฀BEINGS�฀4HE฀MODERN฀COMMENTATOR฀IS฀ASHAMED฀
TO฀BE฀REMINDED฀OF฀THAT฀VERY฀COMMON฀PHRASE฀IN฀TODAY�S฀ACADEMIC฀VOCABULARY�฀@WORK฀
IN฀PROGRESS�฀n฀AND฀YET฀THIS฀IS฀WHAT฀-ORRIS฀ACTUALLY฀SHOWS฀US�฀THIS฀IS฀A฀@SNAPSHOT�฀BOTH฀IN฀
THE฀LITERAL฀AND฀IN฀THE฀FIGURATIVE฀MEANING�

)T฀ SEEMS฀ THAT฀ NO฀ GENERAL฀ PHOTOGRAPHS฀ OF฀ THE฀ ACTUAL฀ FILLING฀ OF฀ THE฀ GRAVES฀ WERE฀
TAKEN฀n฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ THERE฀ ARE฀ NONE฀ IN฀ THE฀ )MPERIAL฀ 7AR฀ -USEUM฀ COMPREHENSIVE฀
COLLECTION��฀n฀AND฀IT฀IS฀LEFT฀TO฀#OLE฀TO฀GIVE฀US฀BOTH฀THE฀GRAPHIC฀DETAILS฀AND฀THE฀WIDER฀
CONTEXT�฀(ISTORIANS฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀OFFICIAL฀ARTISTS฀WILL฀BE฀REMINDED฀OF฀A฀
TYPE฀OF฀GENRE฀SCENE฀WHICH฀WE฀COULD฀CALL฀@THE฀BEEHIVE��฀I�E�฀A฀LARGE฀PICTURE฀OF฀GENERAL฀
ACTIVITY�฀ EACH฀ INDIVIDUAL฀ BEING฀ BUSY฀ WITH฀ A฀ GIVEN฀ TASK�฀ 4HE฀ ARCHETYPE฀ IS฀ POSSIBLY฀
4HE฀,ANDING฀IN฀.ORMANDY�฀!RROMANCHES�฀$
$AY฀PLUS฀���฀��TH฀*UNE฀�����฀BY฀"ARNETT฀
&REEDMAN���฀ (ERE�฀ #OLE฀ HAS฀ ADOPTED฀ A฀ CLASSIC฀ COMPOSITION�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ CENTRE฀ AND฀
FOREGROUND฀DESCRIBING฀EXACTLY฀WHAT฀HIS฀TITLE฀SUGGESTS�฀WHILE฀THE฀UPPER฀PART฀CONSTITUTES฀
THE฀LITERAL�฀PHYSICAL฀BACKGROUND�฀"UT฀IN฀A฀WORK฀OF฀SUCH฀NATURE�฀I�E�฀A฀WORK฀OF฀OFFICIAL฀
HISTORICAL฀RECORD�฀THIS฀PHYSICAL฀BACKGROUND฀ALSO฀PROVIDES฀A฀CONTEXTUAL฀BACKGROUND�฀
/NE฀CAN฀CLEARLY฀ SEE฀ THE฀ ROWS฀OF฀BARRACKS฀n฀ TYPICAL฀OF฀ANY฀0/7฀OR฀CONCENTRATION฀
CAMP฀�@CONTEXTUAL�฀INFORMATION฀IN฀THE฀USUAL฀SENSE	฀n฀BUT฀THEN฀IN฀THE฀UPPER฀MIDDLE฀
OF฀THE฀COMPOSITION�฀HE฀GIVES฀A฀@DETAIL�฀WHICH฀FORCEFULLY฀REMINDS฀THE฀VIEWER฀THAT฀THIS฀
IS฀NO฀@ORDINARY�฀0/7฀OR฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP�฀A฀BARELY฀IDENTIFIABLE฀CONGLOMERATION฀
OF฀HUMAN฀SHAPES฀ IN฀WHAT฀ LOOKS฀ LIKE฀A฀GARBAGE฀CONTAINER�฀4HE฀ IDENTIFICATION฀ IS฀ LEFT฀
TO฀THE฀MENTAL฀PROCESS฀OF฀THE฀VIEWER�฀THEY฀ARE฀BODIES฀WAITING฀TO฀BE฀THROWN฀INTO฀THE฀
PIT฀AS฀GRAPHICALLY฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀THE฀FOREGROUND�฀4HE฀LORRY฀ALSO฀FEATURED฀ON฀THE฀UPPER฀
MIDDLE฀RIGHT฀HELPS฀THE฀VIEWER฀TO฀RECONSTRUCT฀THE฀PROCEDURE�฀THE฀BODIES฀COME฀FROM฀THE฀
BARRACKS฀n฀THEY฀ARE฀CARRIED฀BY฀LORRY฀NEAR฀THE฀MASS฀GRAVE�฀TEMPORARILY฀PILED฀UP฀IN฀THE฀
CONTAINER�฀THEN฀DRAGGED฀ALONG฀BEFORE฀BEING฀THROWN฀INTO฀IT฀ON฀THE฀RIGHT�฀THE฀CAPTIVE฀
EX
GUARDS฀RETURNING฀TO฀THE฀PRECINCT฀ON฀THE฀LEFT�฀TO฀GO฀AND฀FETCH฀NEW฀BODIES�฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀
33฀TROOPERS฀�IDENTIFIABLE฀BY฀HIS฀JACK฀BOOTS	฀IS฀IN฀THE฀PIT�฀CARRYING฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀THROWN฀
BODIES฀TO฀FILL฀THE฀CENTRE�

7E฀HAVE฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀AN฀@ARTIST�S฀IMPRESSION�฀n฀HOWEVER฀INAPPROPRIATE฀THE฀EXPRESSION�฀
CONSIDERING฀ THE฀ OTHER฀ CONTEXTS฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ IT฀ IS฀ COMMONLY฀ USED฀ n฀ IN฀ THE฀ SENSE฀ THAT฀
#OLE฀HAS฀TRIED฀TO฀ENCOMPASS฀ALL฀THE฀GRISLY฀ELEMENTS฀IN฀THE฀SCENE�฀4HE฀SMOKE฀IN฀THE฀
BACKGROUND�฀PROBABLY฀COMING฀FROM฀THE฀HUTS฀BURNING฀AFTER฀BEING฀EMPTIED฀OF฀THEIR฀
DEAD฀OCCUPANTS�฀CANNOT฀FAIL฀TO฀SUGGEST฀THE฀CREMATORIUM฀OF฀THE฀CAMP฀WHEN฀IT฀WAS฀STILL฀
IN฀.AZI฀HANDS�฀AND฀BEYOND฀THAT฀THE฀MASS฀COMBUSTION฀OF฀GASSED฀CORPSES฀IN฀!USCHWITZ�฀
7ITHOUT฀GOING฀AS฀FAR฀AS฀0ICASSO฀IN฀@'UERNICA��฀THE฀ARTIST฀HAS฀CHOSEN฀A฀COLOUR฀SCHEME฀
BASED฀ON฀ONLY฀TWO฀SERIES฀OF฀GLOOMY฀HUES฀OUTSIDE฀WHITE฀�INFREQUENT	�฀GREY฀AND฀BLACK�฀
LIGHT฀BROWN
MEDIUM฀BROWN
DARK฀BROWN฀AND฀LIGHT฀BLUE�GREEN
MEDIUM฀BLUE�GREEN

DARK฀BLUE�GREEN�฀4HE฀SKIES�฀WHICH฀CONSTITUTE฀ONLY฀A฀SMALL฀AREA฀OF฀THE฀COMPOSITION�฀
ARE฀EXTREMELY฀MENACING�฀AND฀THE฀FUMES฀MERGE฀INTO฀THE฀CLOUDS�฀ESPECIALLY฀ON฀THE฀LEFT�฀
4HIS฀@LANDSCAPE�฀IS฀BARE฀OF฀GRASS�฀BARE฀OF฀TREES฀n฀EXCEPT฀FOR฀VAGUELY฀THREATENING฀DARK฀
MASSES฀AT฀THE฀BACK฀AND฀THE฀GAUNT฀TRUNKS฀AND฀RICKETY฀BRANCHES฀OF฀THE฀THREE฀BIRCHES฀ON฀
THE฀EDGE฀OF฀THE฀PIT�฀WHOSE฀ALMOST฀BARREN฀SHAPES฀IN฀!PRIL฀REPLICATE฀THOSE฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀
BEINGS฀IN฀THE฀PIT�฀4HE฀LANDSCAPE฀IS฀DE
NATURED฀IN฀THE฀ETYMOLOGICAL฀SENSE�฀!MONG฀OTHER฀
INTER
TEXTUAL฀REFERENCES฀IN฀LITERATURE฀AND฀THE฀ARTS�฀PEOPLE฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THE฀!UTHORISED฀
6ERSION฀OF฀THE฀"IBLE฀WILL฀BE฀REMINDED฀OF฀THE฀6ALLEY฀OF฀THE฀3HADOW฀OF฀$EATH฀n฀NOT฀THE฀
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VERSION฀OF฀HOPE฀IN฀THE฀0SALMS��฀TAKEN฀UP฀IN฀"UNYAN�S฀0ILGRIM�S฀0ROGRESS฀n฀BUT฀THE฀GRIM฀
DESCRIPTION฀IN฀*EREMIAH฀�
��

.EITHER฀ SAID฀ THEY�฀7HERE฀ IS฀ THE฀,/2$฀THAT฀BROUGHT฀US฀UP฀OUT฀OF฀ THE฀ LAND฀OF฀
%GYPT�฀THAT฀LED฀US฀THROUGH฀THE฀WILDERNESS�฀THROUGH฀A฀LAND฀OF฀DESERTS฀AND฀OF฀PITS�฀
THROUGH฀A฀LAND฀OF฀DROUGHT�฀AND฀OF฀THE฀SHADOW฀OF฀DEATH�฀THROUGH฀A฀LAND฀THAT฀NO฀
MAN฀PASSED฀THROUGH�฀AND฀WHERE฀NO฀MAN฀DWELT�

4HE฀MOST฀HORRID฀@DETAIL�฀IS฀OF฀COURSE฀THE฀ACTUAL฀THROWING฀OF฀A฀BODY฀n฀PROBABLY฀A฀FEMALE฀
BODY฀BECAUSE฀THOUGH฀THESE฀POOR฀SHAPES฀HAVE฀BECOME฀SEXLESS฀THE฀LONG฀HAIR฀SUGGESTS฀
A฀WOMAN฀n฀INTO฀THE฀GRAVE฀BY฀A฀FORMER฀33฀GUARD�฀4O฀MAKE฀THINGS฀EVEN฀MORE฀HORRIBLE�฀
#OLE฀HAS฀CHOSEN฀TO฀DRAW฀HER฀IN฀A฀POSITION฀WHICH฀SUGGESTS฀SOMEBODY฀DIVING฀INTO฀A฀
SWIMMING
POOL�฀"UT฀OF฀COURSE฀THE฀SWIMMER฀IS฀DEAD฀AND฀THE฀RECEPTION฀MATERIAL฀WILL฀
NOT฀BE฀WATER฀BUT฀A฀SEA฀OF฀CORPSES�฀4HE฀CONTRAST฀WHICH฀SPRINGS฀TO฀MIND฀BETWEEN฀THE฀
INSOUCIANT฀LIFE฀OF฀SWIMMING฀HOLIDAYS฀AND฀THE฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀�����฀MAKES฀
THE฀SCENE฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀WATCH฀WITHOUT฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀GUILT฀n฀ULTIMATELY฀PERHAPS�฀AT฀THE฀
TIME�฀GUILT฀IN฀HAVING฀APPROVED฀OF฀THE฀!PPEASEMENT฀POLICY฀WHICH฀ALLOWED฀(ITLERISM฀TO฀
TAKE฀FIRM฀ROOTS฀IN฀'ERMANY�฀OR฀FOR฀THE฀MODERN฀VIEWER฀THE฀GUILT฀OF฀SELF
INTROSPECTION฀
LEADING฀TO฀THE฀CONCLUSION฀THAT฀HE�฀TOO�฀DOES฀NOT฀LIKE฀TO฀SEE฀HIS฀COSY฀HOLIDAYS฀TROUBLED฀
BY฀CONFRONTATION฀WITH฀THE฀DESCENDANTS฀OF฀(ITLER�

"UT฀THEN฀THERE฀IS฀ANOTHER฀FORM฀OF฀GUILT�฀UNDERLINED฀BY฀4ONY฀+USHNER฀IN฀THE฀VERY฀
FIRST฀SENTENCE฀OF฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY฀n฀THE฀FEELING฀OF฀VOYEURISM���฀.OW�฀IF฀
INITIALLY฀THE฀WORD฀VOYEUR฀ONLY฀HAD฀SEXUAL฀CONNOTATIONS�฀AS฀INDICATED฀IN฀THE฀/XFORD฀
%NGLISH฀ $ICTIONARY�฀ WHICH฀ ASSIMILATES฀ IT฀ TO฀ PEEPING฀ 4OM���฀ ITS฀ MEANING฀ HAS฀ NOW฀
BEEN฀ EXTENDED฀ TO฀ INCLUDE฀ INTEREST฀ IN฀ MORBID฀ SCENES��฀ n฀ A฀ CURIOUS฀ REVERSE฀ PROCESS฀
SINCE฀THE฀VOYEUR฀OF฀TODAY฀CAN฀SATISFY฀HIS฀LUST฀BY฀WATCHING฀OTHER฀PEOPLE฀BOTH฀HAVING฀
PLEASURE฀AND฀SUFFERING฀PAIN�฀/F฀COURSE฀THE฀SANE฀VIEWER฀OF฀#OLE�S฀PAINTING฀DOES฀NOT฀
DERIVE฀PLEASURE฀FROM฀WHAT฀HE฀SEES�฀BUT฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀DENYING฀THAT฀THE฀PICTURE฀AROUSES฀
AN฀UNHEALTHY฀CURIOSITY฀IN฀HIM�฀(OW฀WAS฀THE฀@DIVING�฀WOMAN฀SEIZED฀BY฀RIGOR฀MORTIS฀
IN฀THAT฀POSITION�฀!ND฀THE฀MOST฀PROMINENT฀BODY฀IN฀THE฀PIT�฀THE฀ERECT฀TORSO฀AND฀HEAD฀
ON฀THE฀BOTTOM฀LEFT
HAND฀CORNER�฀WHICH฀ALMOST฀SEEMS฀ALIVE�฀4HESE฀QUESTIONS฀REFER฀US฀
BACK฀TO฀THE฀DESCRIPTIONS฀WHICH฀WE฀HAVE฀READ฀OF฀WHAT฀THE฀LIBERATORS฀DISCOVERED฀IN฀THE฀
BARRACKS฀OF฀#AMP฀��฀AND฀ONE฀FINDS฀ONESELF฀TRYING฀TO฀RECONSTRUCT฀THE฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀
OF฀THEIR฀DEATH฀n฀WHICH฀SOMEHOW฀IMMEDIATELY฀PROVOKES฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀GUILT�฀&ACED฀WITH฀A฀
PICTURE฀LIKE฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀$EATH฀0ITS�฀"ELSEN�฀33฀'UARDS฀COLLECTING฀"ODIES฀OR฀A฀PHOTOGRAPH฀
LIKE฀ 4HE฀ ,IBERATION฀ OF฀ "ERGEN
"ELSEN฀ #ONCENTRATION฀ #AMP�฀ �����฀ /NE฀ OF฀ THE฀ -ASS฀
'RAVES฀PARTIALLY฀ FILLED฀WITH฀#ORPSES�฀ THE฀VIEWER฀SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀ IN฀A฀NO
WIN฀SITUATION�฀
EITHER฀HE฀ONLY฀CONSIDERS฀THE฀GLOBAL฀SCENE�฀LAYING฀HIMSELF฀OPEN฀TO฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀
CALLOUSNESS฀OR฀HE฀STARTS฀TO฀CONSIDER฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL฀BODIES�฀TRYING฀TO฀IMAGINE฀THEIR฀LIFE฀
STORIES฀n฀INCLUDING฀OF฀COURSE฀THE฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀OF฀THEIR฀DEATH฀n฀AND฀THEN฀HE฀SEEMS฀TO฀
BE฀VOYEURISTICALLY฀INTRUDING฀INTO฀THEIR฀INTIMACY฀AS฀DEAD฀HUMAN฀BEINGS฀WHO฀CONTINUE฀
TO฀BE฀ENTITLED฀TO฀THEIR฀PRIVACY�฀3UCH฀PICTURES฀ARE฀OBSCENE฀IN฀THE฀FIRST฀%NGLISH฀MEANING฀
OF฀THE฀WORD�฀@OFFENSIVE฀TO฀THE฀SENSES�฀BEFORE฀THEY฀ARE฀OBSCENE฀IN฀THE฀SECOND�฀CURRENT฀
MEANING฀OF฀@OFFENSIVE฀TO฀MODESTY����฀

4HE฀SAME฀FEELING฀OF฀UNBEARABLE฀UNEASINESS฀IS฀ALSO฀PRODUCED฀BY฀LOOKING฀AT฀#OLE�S฀
OTHER฀PAINTING�฀"ELSEN฀#AMP�฀4HE฀#OMPOUND฀FOR฀7OMEN�฀4HIS฀TIME฀IT฀NOT฀SO฀MUCH฀
THE฀ PRESENCE฀ OF฀ AN฀ ENTANGLEMENT฀ OF฀ CORPSES฀ IN฀ THE฀ FOREGROUND฀ ON฀ THE฀ RIGHT฀ THAT฀
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CREATES฀THIS฀MALAISE฀AS฀THE฀APPEARANCE฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVOR฀WHO฀OCCUPIES฀THE฀CENTRE฀OF฀
THE฀COMPOSITION�฀(ER฀EMACIATED฀FACE฀AND฀SALLOW฀COMPLEXION฀ARE฀ALAS฀CRUELLY฀BANAL฀
IN฀ THE฀CONTEXT�฀WHAT฀ IMMEDIATELY฀STRIKES฀ THE฀VIEWER�฀HOWEVER�฀ IS฀HER฀GAIT�฀WITH฀HER฀
BENT฀KNEES฀SUGGESTING฀LEG฀MUSCLES฀TOO฀WEAK฀TO฀SUPPORT฀EVEN฀HER฀MEAGRE฀WEIGHT���฀
INDICATED฀ BY฀ THE฀ FLESHLESS฀ WRISTS฀ AND฀ FINGERS฀ PROTRUDING฀ FROM฀ THE฀ SLEEVES฀ OF฀ HER฀
INTERNEE�S฀ SHIRT�฀ #ONTRARY฀ TO฀ MOST฀ OTHER฀ WOMEN฀ SHOWN฀ ON฀ THE฀ PICTURE�฀ SHE฀ WEARS฀
TROUSERS�฀AND฀THE฀ONLY฀SIGN฀OF฀FEMININITY฀LEFT฀IN฀HER฀IS฀HER฀LONG฀HAIR�฀4HE฀THREE฀WOMEN฀
WHO฀ FOLLOW฀ HER฀ SEEM฀ TO฀ HAVE฀ LESS฀ DIFFICULTY฀ WALKING�฀ AND฀ THE฀ TWO฀ WOMEN฀ TALKING฀
NEAR฀ THE฀ HUT�S฀ DOOR฀ ON฀ THE฀ LEFT฀ ALMOST฀ SEEM฀@NORMAL��฀ "Y฀ A฀ DELIBERATELY฀ GRUESOME฀
CONTRAST฀IN฀THE฀COMPOSITION�฀HOWEVER�฀THE฀ARTIST฀SHOWS฀IN฀THE฀FOREGROUND฀THE฀HORRIBLY฀
DISTORTED฀BODY฀OF฀WHAT฀WE฀MAY฀IMAGINE฀USED฀TO฀A฀BEAUTIFUL฀MIDDLE
AGED฀WOMAN�฀
JUDGING฀FROM฀HER฀FINE฀BLACK฀HAIR฀AND฀QUIETLY฀RESTING฀FACE�฀WHICH฀CONTRAST฀WITH฀HER฀
SKINNY฀ ARM฀ RAISED฀ AS฀ IF฀ CALLING฀ FOR฀ HELP�฀7HAT฀ DISTRESS฀ IS฀ EXPRESSED฀ BY฀ THIS฀ RAISED฀
ARM�฀7HAT฀KIND฀OF฀PROLONGED฀STARVATION฀CAN฀HAVE฀REDUCED฀HER฀POOR฀THIGHS฀TO฀SUCH฀
UNIMAGINABLE฀ THINNESS�฀7HAT฀STORY฀ IS฀ TOLD฀BY฀RIGOR฀MORTIS฀ INTERVENING฀ IN฀SUCH฀AN฀
@UNNATURAL�฀POSITION�฀4HESE฀ARE฀QUESTIONS฀WHICH฀THE฀�OLDER�	฀WOMAN฀SITTING฀ON฀THE฀
GROUND฀BEHIND฀HER฀MAY฀OR฀MAY฀NOT฀BE฀ASKING฀HERSELF�฀4HE฀EXPRESSION฀ON฀HER฀FACE฀IS฀
SUCH฀THAT฀IS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀TELL฀WHETHER฀SHE฀IS฀LOOKING฀AT฀HER฀OR฀STARING฀AT฀THE฀GROUND�฀
LOST฀ IN฀THOUGHTS฀WHICH฀WE฀SHUDDER฀TO฀IMAGINE�฀4HE฀TRIANGULAR฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀
FOREGROUND฀THEREFORE฀ENCOMPASSES฀A฀VARIETY฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀CASES฀FOUND฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀
HUTS฀ON฀!PRIL฀��TH฀AND฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀DAYS฀AND฀DESCRIBED฀BY฀LIBERATORS฀AND฀SURVIVORS�฀
INDIVIDUAL฀ DEAD฀ WOMEN�฀ BODIES฀ IN฀ PILES�฀@APATHETIC�฀ SURVIVORS�฀ RECENT฀ INTERNEES฀ IN฀
REASONABLE฀HEALTH�฀ABLE฀TO฀HAVE฀NORMAL฀SOCIAL฀RELATIONS฀LIKE฀TALKING฀TO฀OTHERS�

฀ 4HE฀ GENERAL฀ ATMOSPHERE฀ OF฀ DOOM฀ AND฀ GLOOM฀ IS฀ REINFORCED฀ BY฀ THE฀ UNIFORM฀
TONALITY�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ SAME฀ CHOICE฀ OF฀ COLOURS฀ AS฀ IN฀ /NE฀ OF฀ THE฀ $EATH฀ 0ITS�฀ "ELSEN�฀

A�฀CAPET฀ q฀ THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀THE฀BERGEN
BELSEN฀CAMP

&IGURE฀ �฀"ELSEN฀#AMP�฀4HE฀#OMPOUND฀FOR฀7OMEN
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33฀'UARDS฀COLLECTING฀"ODIES฀n฀ONLY฀THERE฀IS฀EVEN฀LESS฀LIGHT�฀AND฀NO฀WHITE฀AT฀ALL�฀4HE฀
LEADEN฀SKIES�฀THE฀FUMES฀EMANATING฀FROM฀THE฀COMPOUND�฀THE฀DARK฀SHAPES฀IN฀THE฀TENTS�฀
THE฀INDISTINCT฀DETAILS฀IN฀THE฀BACKGROUND฀n฀EXCEPT฀FOR฀THE฀WATCH฀TOWERS฀WHICH฀REMIND฀
US฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀A฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀n฀CONCUR฀TO฀THE฀CREATION฀OF฀AN฀EFFECT฀OF฀.IGHT฀
AND฀ &OG฀ WHICH฀ FORCEFULLY฀ REMINDS฀ THE฀ VIEWER฀ THAT฀ THE฀ SCENE฀ IS฀ THE฀ RESULT฀ OF฀ .AZI฀
BARBARITY�฀WHICH฀STILL฀RULED฀SUPREME฀IN฀THE฀CAMP฀ONLY฀A฀FEW฀DAYS฀BEFORE�

7HAT฀WE฀DO฀NOT฀ SEE฀ON฀ THE฀PICTURE�฀ FOR฀ THE฀OBVIOUS฀ REASON฀ THAT฀ THEY฀WERE฀NOT฀
VISIBLE฀FROM฀THE฀PATHS฀OF฀THE฀COMPOUND�฀IS฀THE฀INTERNEES฀BETWEEN฀LIFE฀AND฀DEATH฀IN฀
THE฀HUTS�฀!LL฀WE฀HAVE฀IS฀SOMEBODY฀STANDING฀ON฀THE฀DOORSTEP฀OF฀THE฀HUT฀ON฀THE฀LEFT�฀
.OW�฀AS฀HORRENDOUS฀AS฀THE฀SCENE฀PAINTED฀BY฀#OLE฀MAY฀BE�฀ALL฀CONTEMPORARY฀WITNESSES฀
AGREE฀THAT฀THE฀SITUATION฀WAS฀EVEN฀FAR฀WORSE฀INSIDE฀THE฀HUTS�฀&OR฀THE฀INSIDE฀OF฀THE฀HUTS�฀IT฀
SEEMS฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀TO฀RELY฀ON฀WRITTEN฀RECORDS฀LIKE฀THAT฀OF฀'ENERAL฀(�฀,�฀'LYN฀(UGHES�฀
BUT฀AT฀LEAST฀ONE฀PAINTER�฀$ORIS฀:INKEISEN�฀HAS฀LEFT฀US฀A฀HARROWING฀@ARTIST�S฀IMPRESSION�฀
OF฀DEAD฀INTERNEES฀SEEN฀IN฀CLOSE
UP�฀WITH฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀����฀�&IG�฀�	�

$ORIS฀ :INKEISEN฀ �����฀n฀����	฀ HAD฀ A฀ @FRIVOLOUS�฀ BACKGROUND฀ WHICH฀ IN฀ NO฀ WAY฀
PREPARED฀HER฀FOR฀BECOMING฀AN฀/FFICIAL฀!RTIST�฀STILL฀LESS฀A฀PAINTER฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀3HE฀CAME฀
FROM฀A฀WELL
TO
DO฀FAMILY฀ESTABLISHED฀IN฀3COTLAND�฀WENT฀TO฀ART฀SCHOOL฀AND฀STUDIED฀AT฀THE฀
2OYAL฀!CADEMY�฀3HE฀WAS฀THE฀COSTUME฀DESIGNER฀FOR฀3HOW฀"OAT�฀THE฀MUSICAL฀�����	฀AND฀
ALSO฀DECORATED฀THE฀LUXURIOUS฀6ERANDAH฀'RILL฀ON฀THE฀1UEEN฀-ARY�฀)N฀�����฀FOLLOWING฀
HER฀EXTENSIVE฀EXPERIENCE฀IN฀THE฀FIELD�฀SHE฀PUBLISHED฀$ESIGNING฀FOR฀THE฀3TAGE�฀$URING฀
THE฀WAR�฀SHE฀BECAME฀A฀NURSE฀FOR฀THE฀2ED฀#ROSS฀AND฀AN฀/FFICIAL฀!RTIST�฀WHICH฀EXPLAINS฀
HER฀PRESENCE฀IN฀"ELSEN฀SHORTLY฀AFTER฀ITS฀LIBERATION�฀7E฀KNOW฀FROM฀INFORMATION฀GIVEN฀
BY฀HER฀SON฀TO฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀THAT฀PSYCHOLOGICALLY�฀SHE฀NEVER฀RECOVERED฀

&IGURE฀ �฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀
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FROM฀THE฀SHOCK�฀@4HEY฀ARE฀TRULY฀HEARTRENDING��฀HE฀SAYS฀OF฀THE฀LETTERS฀SHE฀WROTE฀TO฀HER฀
HUSBAND฀WHILE฀SHE฀WAS฀AT฀"ELSEN�฀@AND฀REFLECT฀THE฀AGONY฀SHE฀ENDURED฀WHILE฀DOING฀HER฀
WORK฀AS฀A฀WAR฀ARTIST�฀3HE฀ALWAYS฀TOLD฀US฀THAT฀THE฀SIGHT฀WAS฀AWFUL�฀BUT฀THE฀SMELL฀SHE฀
COULD฀NEVER฀FORGET�฀3HE฀HAD฀NIGHTMARES฀FOR฀THE฀REST฀OF฀HER฀LIFE฀UNTIL฀SHE฀DIED��

฀)T฀MUST฀BE฀EMPHASISED฀THAT฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀����฀BOTH฀REFLECTS฀THIS฀SHOCK฀IN฀HER฀AND฀
PRODUCES฀AN฀EFFECT฀OF฀SHOCK฀ON฀THE฀VIEWER฀THAT฀SEES฀IT฀FOR฀THE฀FIRST฀TIME�฀4HE฀PICTURE฀
IS฀NOT฀ON฀PERMANENT฀DISPLAY��฀AT฀THE฀-USEUM฀n฀ITS฀LAST฀APPEARANCE฀WAS฀DURING฀THE฀
7OMEN฀AND฀7AR฀EXHIBITION฀OF฀/CTOBER฀����฀
฀!PRIL฀�����฀ON฀A฀SMALL฀WALL฀OF฀ITS฀OWN�฀
IN฀A฀DELIBERATELY฀DARK฀CORNER�฀WHICH฀ENHANCED฀THE฀CHIAROSCURO฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀PAINTING�฀
(ERE฀AGAIN฀WE฀HAVE฀A฀TRIANGULAR฀OR฀DIAGONAL฀COMPOSITION�฀WITH฀THE฀RELATIVELY฀WELL฀LIT฀
AREA฀n฀THE฀AREA฀WITH฀THE฀BODIES�฀THE฀MAIN฀SUBJECT฀n฀IN฀THE฀RIGHT฀HAND฀BOTTOM฀TRIANGLE�฀
THE฀ REMAINING฀ SURFACE฀ SHOWING฀ AN฀ UNDETERMINED฀ BACKGROUND฀ OF฀ UNDETERMINED฀
COLOUR�฀!LL฀WE฀CAN฀SAY฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀COLOUR฀IS฀DARK�฀WITH฀VERY฀SMALL฀RELIEVING฀TOUCHES฀OF฀
LIGHT฀GREY฀ONCE฀MORE฀SUGGESTING฀SMOKE�฀

4HE฀VIEWER฀WHO฀HAS฀NEVER฀SEEN฀CLOSE
UP฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀OF฀ACTUAL฀"ELSEN฀CORPSES�฀
LIKE฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE฀ 4HE฀ "ODIES฀ OF฀6ICTIMS฀ IN฀ "ERGEN
"ELSEN฀ #ONCENTRATION฀ #AMP฀ BY฀
,IEUTENANT฀7ILSON฀ �&IG�฀ �	�฀ CANNOT฀ MAKE฀ SENSE฀ OF฀ $ORIS฀ :INKEISEN�S฀ RENDERING฀ OF฀
THE฀TWO฀HUMAN฀BODIES฀ON฀THE฀RIGHT฀n฀THE฀FIRST฀REACTION฀IS฀TO฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀SHE฀HAS฀NOT฀
STUDIED฀ANATOMY฀PROPERLY�฀4HE฀REASON฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀EYE฀EXPECTS฀A฀PROTRUDING�฀OR฀AT฀LEAST฀
A฀FLAT฀STOMACH฀BETWEEN฀THE฀THORAX฀AND฀THE฀HIP฀BONES�฀)NSTEAD�฀IN฀THE฀"ELSEN฀VICTIMS�฀
THE฀ABDOMEN฀IS฀ IN฀ FACT฀A฀HUGE฀HOLLOW฀n฀ IT฀ IS฀AS฀ IF฀ THE฀MAN฀ON฀,IEUTENANT฀7ILSON�S฀
PHOTOGRAPH฀ HAD฀ BEEN฀ DISEMBOWELLED฀ LIVE�฀ WITHOUT฀ TOUCHING฀ THE฀ SKIN�฀ BY฀ SOME฀
DIABOLICAL฀VACUUM฀PROCESS�
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/NE฀ THEREFORE฀ HAS฀ TO฀ SURMOUNT฀ ONE�S฀ INSTINCTIVE฀ INCREDULITY�฀ AND฀ THE฀ EYE฀ HAS฀ TO฀
FORGET฀THE฀ACQUIRED฀MEMORY฀WHICH฀IT฀HAS฀OF฀THE฀FAMILIAR฀SHAPE฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀BODY�฀
BEFORE฀IT฀BECOMES฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀COMPREHEND฀$ORIS฀:INKEISEN�S฀COMPOSITION฀IN฀ALL฀ITS฀
HORROR�฀ THESE฀ ARE฀ NOT฀ SHAPES฀ DISTORTED฀ FOR฀ SOME฀ NOBLE฀ ARTISTIC฀ PURPOSE฀ AS฀ IN�฀ SAY�฀
"ACON�S฀ PAINTINGS฀n฀ NO�฀ THOUGH฀ THESE฀ DISTORTIONS฀ ARE฀ ALSO฀ MAN
MADE�฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ IN฀
FACT฀THE฀DELIBERATE฀RESULT฀OF฀HUMAN฀PERVERSITY฀AS฀PRACTISED฀BY฀THE฀.AZIS�฀!NYBODY฀
AT฀ALL฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THE฀ABSTRACT฀ART฀OF฀THE฀��TH฀CENTURY฀IS฀THUS฀FORCED฀TO฀RECONSIDER฀
HIS฀ARTISTIC฀VALUES฀BY฀THIS฀UNEASY฀COEXISTENCE฀BETWEEN฀THE฀NOW฀USUAL฀ABSTRACT฀ARTIST�S฀
LICENCE฀AND฀THE฀GHASTLY฀REALITY฀OF฀THE฀CAMP฀AS฀SHOWN฀ON฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀�����฀-OREOVER�฀
AS฀IF฀TO฀MAKE฀THE฀INTERPRETATION฀EVEN฀MORE฀COMPLEX�฀$ORIS฀:INKEISEN฀HAS฀CHOSEN฀A฀
DELIBERATE฀MIXTURE฀BETWEEN฀@REALISM�฀FOR฀THE฀MEN฀AND฀@ABSTRACTION�฀FOR฀THE฀BACKDROP�฀THE฀
SCENE฀COULD฀TAKE฀PLACE฀ANYWHERE�฀AND฀CONTRARY฀TO฀#OLE�S฀PICTURES�฀THERE฀ARE฀ABSOLUTELY฀
NO฀@CLUES�฀ON฀THE฀CANVAS฀INDICATING฀THAT฀WE฀ARE฀IN฀"ELSEN฀n฀WE฀HAVE฀TO฀TAKE฀HER฀WORD฀
FOR฀IT฀WHEN฀SHE฀SAYS฀SO฀IN฀THE฀TITLE�฀4HIS฀MAKES฀IT฀BOTH฀@UNIVERSAL�฀n฀A฀GENERAL฀TESTIMONY฀
ON฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀n฀AND฀LESS฀EFFECTIVE฀AS฀A฀@DOCUMENT�฀ON฀"ELSEN฀PROPER�฀#OULD฀THAT฀BE฀
THE฀REASON฀WHY฀IT฀IS฀SO฀LITTLE฀KNOWN฀IN฀SPITE฀OF฀ITS฀EXTRAORDINARILY฀POWERFUL฀NATURE�฀
)F฀WE฀BEAR฀IN฀MIND฀THAT�฀ON฀THE฀CONTRARY�฀#OLE฀PROVIDES฀HIS฀BACKGROUND฀WITH฀THE฀MOST฀
@FIGURATIVE�฀DETAILS฀THAT฀ONE฀CAN฀IMAGINE�฀ONE฀SEES฀THE฀DIFFICULTY฀FOR฀THE฀COMMENTATOR฀
WHO฀TRIES฀TO฀SHOW฀THE฀FUNDAMENTAL฀UNITY฀OF฀PURPOSE�฀IF฀NOT฀OF฀EFFECT�฀OF฀PAINTERS฀LIKE฀
,ESLIE฀#OLE฀AND฀$ORIS฀:INKEISEN�฀

)F฀ WE฀ NOW฀ GO฀ BACK฀ TO฀ OUR฀ INITIAL฀ DISCUSSION�฀ IT฀ SEEMS฀ REMARKABLE฀ THAT฀ VISUAL฀
TESTIMONIES฀OF฀SUCH฀IMPORTANCE฀SHOULD฀CONTINUE฀TO฀BE฀NEGLECTED฀AS฀AIDS฀IN฀(OLOCAUST฀
EDUCATION�฀ ,OOKING฀ BACK฀ IN฀ ����฀ ON฀ EVENTS฀ SINCE฀ �����฀ 4ONY฀ +USHNER฀ WROTE�฀@4HE฀
NEWSPAPER฀ REPORTERS�฀ BROADCASTERS�฀ PHOTOGRAPHERS฀ AND฀ CAMERA
CREWS�฀ AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀
THE฀VARIOUS฀INDIVIDUALS฀INVOLVED฀IN฀LIBERATION�฀WOULD฀SHAPE฀THE฀MEMORY฀OF฀THE฀.AZI฀
CONCENTRATION฀CAMPS฀FOR฀GENERATIONS฀TO฀COME����฀THUS฀RIGHTLY฀IMPLYING฀THAT฀THE฀7AR฀
!RTISTS฀ HAD฀ BEEN฀ ABSENT฀ FROM฀ THIS฀ PROCESS�฀ )T฀ IS฀ OBVIOUS฀ THAT฀ THE฀ THREE฀ PAINTINGS฀
EXAMINED฀ HERE�฀ OWING฀ TO฀ THEIR฀ INTENDED฀ SHOCKING฀ IMPACT�฀ CANNOT฀ BE฀ CASUALLY฀
INCLUDED฀ IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀ OF฀ POOR฀ REPRODUCTIONS฀ IN฀ PRIMARY฀ SCHOOL฀ BOOKLETS�฀ TO฀ TAKE฀
ONE฀ EXTREME฀ EXAMPLE�฀ "UT฀ THEY฀ SEEM฀ TO฀ SUFFER฀ FROM฀ A฀ FORM฀ OF฀ DE฀ FACTO฀ OSTRACISM฀
WHOSE฀ROOTS฀ARE฀NOT฀EASY฀TO฀DETERMINE�฀4HE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀CALLOUS฀DISRESPECT฀FOR฀THE฀
*EWISH฀VICTIMS฀IS฀NOT฀REALLY฀CONVINCING฀AS฀AN฀EXPLANATION�฀BECAUSE฀IT฀COULD฀EQUALLY฀BE฀
LEVELLED฀AT฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN�฀WHICH฀
HAS฀HAD฀AN฀ENORMOUS฀DIFFUSION�

!฀FEW฀HYPOTHESES฀HAVE฀ALREADY฀BEEN฀FORMULATED฀ABOVE�฀AND฀IN฀THE฀FINAL฀ANALYSIS฀IT฀
SEEMS฀THAT฀THESE฀WORKS฀OF฀ART฀ARE฀DEEMED฀TO฀BE฀TOO฀DEMANDING฀FOR฀THE฀EDUCATIONIST฀n฀
FROM฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL฀TO฀DEGREE฀COURSES�฀/F฀COURSE�฀ONE฀HAS฀TO฀BE฀AT฀LEAST฀REASONABLY฀
CONVERSANT฀ WITH฀ THE฀ FACTS฀ OF฀ "ELSEN฀ IN฀ ����฀ �AND฀ IT฀ APPEARS฀ THAT฀ IT฀ IS฀ NOT฀ YET฀ THE฀
CASE฀EVEN฀IN฀RESPECTED฀INSTITUTIONS��	฀TO฀APPROACH฀THEM�฀BUT฀THIS฀HOLDS฀GOOD฀IN฀ALL฀
OTHER฀FORMS฀OF฀DOCUMENT฀ANALYSIS�฀/NE฀THING฀IS฀SURE�฀IN฀SPITE฀OF฀-C,UHAN�S฀CORRECT฀
JUDGEMENT฀THAT฀IN฀@A฀COOL฀MEDIUM฀OF฀LOW฀DEFINITION�฀LIKE฀A฀PIECE฀OF฀GRAPHIC฀ART�฀@SO฀LITTLE฀
IS฀GIVEN฀AND฀SO฀MUCH฀HAS฀TO฀BE฀FILLED฀IN�฀BY฀THE฀VIEWER�฀IT฀CANNOT฀BE฀SAID฀THAT฀PAINTINGS฀
INTIMIDATE฀HISTORIANS฀OF฀THE฀��TH฀CENTURY�฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀FEEL฀ADEQUATELY฀EQUIPPED฀TO฀
FULLY฀ EXPLOIT฀ THEIR฀ DOCUMENTARY฀ POTENTIAL฀ n฀ ONE฀ ONLY฀ HAS฀ TO฀ SEE฀ HOW฀ OFTEN฀ 2UBY฀
,OFTUS฀SCREWING฀A฀"REECH
2ING฀��฀IS฀USED฀TO฀ILLUSTRATE฀@WOMEN฀AT฀WAR��฀BY฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
ARE฀OBVIOUSLY฀NOT฀ALL฀SPECIALISTS฀OF฀THE฀SEMIOLOGY฀OF฀THE฀IMAGE�฀"UT฀THEN�฀THE฀WORK฀IS฀A฀
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@REASSURING�฀ONE�฀ON฀A฀@CONSENSUAL�฀SUBJECT�฀.OW�฀THE฀PAINTINGS฀OF฀,ESLIE฀#OLE฀AND฀$ORIS฀
:INKEISEN฀ARE฀ON฀POSSIBLY฀THE฀MOST฀@DISTURBING�฀SUBJECT฀OF฀��TH฀CENTURY฀HISTORY�฀AND฀
AS฀WE฀HAVE฀ARGUED฀THEY฀CANNOT฀LEAVE฀EVEN฀THE฀DISPASSIONATE฀HISTORIAN฀EMOTIONALLY฀
UNAFFECTED�฀)T฀SEEMS฀THEREFORE฀THAT฀THE฀IMPACT฀THEY฀HAVE฀HAD฀ON฀THE฀FEW฀PRIVILEGED฀
PEOPLE฀WHO฀HAVE฀SEEN฀THEM฀PARADOXICALLY฀PREVENTS฀THEM฀FROM฀HAVING฀A฀WIDER฀IMPACT฀
AMONG฀THE฀GENERAL฀PUBLIC�

"Y฀NEGLECTING฀THESE฀GRAPHIC฀DOCUMENTS��฀n฀FOR฀WHATEVER฀REASON฀n฀HISTORIANS฀OF฀THE฀
(OLOCAUST฀AND฀MORE฀GENERALLY฀PEOPLE฀ENGAGED฀IN฀(OLOCAUST฀EDUCATION฀SEEM฀TO฀BE฀
DEPRIVING฀THEMSELVES฀OF฀A฀MAJOR฀SOURCE฀OF฀VISUAL฀REPRESENTATION฀AND฀INTERPRETATION฀OF฀
WHAT฀TOOK฀PLACE฀IN฀"ELSEN฀IN฀THE฀DAYS฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀THE฀CAMP�฀)T฀IS฀TO฀BE฀
HOPED฀THAT฀OUR฀ADMITTEDLY฀FRAGMENTARY฀AND฀INCOMPLETE฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀DRAW฀ATTENTION฀TO฀
THE฀UNDERSERVED฀OBLIVION฀INTO฀WHICH฀THEY฀HAVE฀LARGELY฀BEEN฀RELEGATED฀WILL฀CONTRIBUTE฀
TO฀ RENEWED฀ INTEREST฀ IN฀ AND฀ ANALYSIS฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ MULTI
FACETED฀ SIGNIFICANCE฀ BY฀ MORE฀
COMPETENT฀COMMENTATORS���฀IN฀SPITE฀OF฀ALL฀THE฀DIFFICULTIES���฀

.OTES

�฀ 4HIS฀ARTICLE฀WAS฀FIRST฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀3UZANNE฀"ARDGETT฀AND฀$AVID฀#ESARANI฀�EDS	�฀"ELSEN฀�����฀.EW฀(ISTORICAL฀
0ERSPECTIVES�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀PP�฀���
����

�฀ 4HIS฀CONTRIBUTION฀COULD฀NOT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀WRITTEN฀WITHOUT฀ THE฀UNSTINTING฀ TECHNICAL฀ASSISTANCE฀OF฀ ITS฀ STAFF�฀
NOTABLY฀IN฀ITS฀0HOTOGRAPH฀!RCHIVE฀AND฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀!RT�฀)฀WOULD฀ALSO฀LIKE฀TO฀GRATEFULLY฀ACKNOWLEDGE฀
THE฀INVALUABLE฀SUPPORT฀PROVIDED฀BY฀3UZANNE฀"ARDGETT฀AND฀HER฀0ERSONAL฀!SSISTANTS�฀.AOMI฀"LUM฀AND฀,UKE฀
3UNDERLAND�

�฀ 3EE฀(ANNAH฀#AVEN�฀@(ORROR฀IN฀OUR฀4IME�฀)MAGES฀OF฀THE฀#ONCENTRATION฀#AMP฀IN฀THE฀"RITISH฀-EDIA�฀������฀
(ISTORICAL฀*OURNAL฀OF฀&ILM�฀2ADIO฀AND฀4ELEVISION�฀���฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
����

�฀ 7E฀COULD฀ADD฀CONTEMPORARY฀CARTOONS�฀NOTABLY฀THOSE฀OF฀#ARL฀'ILES฀IN฀THE฀$AILY฀%XPRESS�฀����฀
฀�����฀3EE฀
0ETER฀4ORY�฀'ILES฀AT฀7AR�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀WHICH฀HAS฀MANY฀REPRODUCTIONS�

�฀ *O฀2EILLY฀ET฀AL�฀�EDS	�฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀,ONDON�฀�����
�฀ 4HIS฀WAS฀IN฀FACT฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀A฀CONTEMPORARY฀EXHIBITION฀OF฀PHOTOGRAPHS�฀ORGANISED฀BY฀THE฀$AILY฀%XPRESS�฀

3EE฀#AVEN�฀@(ORROR฀IN฀OUR฀4IME��฀P�฀����
�฀ #URIOUSLY�฀ THE฀ CARTOONIST฀ 'ILES฀ SEEMED฀ TO฀ SUBSCRIBE฀ TO฀ THIS฀ BELIEF�฀ ACCORDING฀ TO฀ HIS฀ BIOGRAPHER฀ 0ETER฀

4ORY�฀@h7HAT฀COULD฀)฀HAVE฀DRAWN�v฀HE฀ASKS�฀hTHAT฀WOULD฀HAVE฀TOLD฀ANYTHING฀MORE฀VIVID฀THAN฀THE฀DREADFUL฀
PHOTOGRAPHS฀WHICH฀CONTINUE฀TO฀HAUNT฀US�v�฀�4ORY�฀'ILES฀AT฀7AR�฀P�฀���	�฀3TILL�฀HIS฀CARTOON฀OF฀+RAMER฀AS฀A฀
FAMILY฀MAN฀POSSESSES฀LEVELS฀OF฀MEANINGS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀FIND฀IN฀A฀PHOTOGRAPH�

�฀ 4ONY฀+USHNER฀SPEAKS฀OF฀@THE฀"ELSEN฀BULLDOZER
PIT฀IMAGERY��฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀P�฀����
�฀ )T฀IS฀NOT฀USED฀IN฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀AS฀WE฀SAW฀4ONY฀+USHNER฀REFERS฀TO฀IT฀IN฀THE฀TEXT�฀

,IKEWISE�฀THOUGH฀%BERHARD฀+OLB฀REPRODUCED฀THREE฀EXTREMELY฀GRUESOME฀PHOTOGRAPHS฀IN฀THE฀�TH฀ENLARGED฀
EDITION฀OF฀HIS฀"ERGEN
"ELSEN�฀6OM฀@!UFENTHALTSLAGER�฀ZUM฀+ONZENTRATIONSLAGER�฀����฀
฀�����฀'�TTINGEN�฀�����฀
PP�฀���
����฀HE฀CHOSE฀NOT฀TO฀INCLUDE฀!฀"RITISH฀!RMY฀"ULLDOZER฀PUSHES฀"ODIES฀INTO฀A฀-ASS฀'RAVE฀AT฀"ELSEN�฀
/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀ THE฀PHOTOGRAPH฀ IS฀ REPRODUCED฀ IN฀"EN฀3HEPHARD�฀ !FTER฀$AYBREAK�฀4HE฀,IBERATION฀OF฀
"ELSEN�฀ �����฀ ,ONDON�฀ �����฀ WITH฀ A฀ SLIGHTLY฀ DIFFERENT฀ CAPTION�฀@4HE฀ CLEAR
UP฀ BEGINS�฀!฀ BULLDOZER฀ PUSHES฀
BODIES฀ INTO฀A฀MASS฀GRAVE�฀ ��฀!PRIL฀ ������฀ )N฀ �����฀ THE฀PHOTOGRAPH฀OCCUPIED฀A฀ FULL฀PAGE฀OF฀0AUL฀+EMP�S฀
4HE฀2ELIEF฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀!PRIL฀�����฀%YEWITNESS฀!CCOUNTS�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀���฀4HIS฀GAVE฀IT฀SPECIAL฀PROMINENCE�฀
AS฀ONLY฀ONE฀OTHER฀PHOTOGRAPH฀WAS฀GIVEN฀FULL฀PAGE฀TREATMENT�

��฀ 3EE฀#AVEN�฀@(ORROR฀IN฀OUR฀4IME��฀FOR฀A฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀*EWISH฀CHAPLAIN�฀,ESLIE฀(ARDMAN�฀IN฀
TRYING฀TO฀INDUCE฀THE฀MILITARY฀@TO฀SHOW฀SOME฀REVERENCE฀TO฀THE฀DEAD�฀�PP�฀���
���	�

��฀ !ND฀ALSO฀PROBABLY฀HIS฀SENSE฀OF฀SMELL�฀3EE฀3HEPHARD�฀!FTER฀$AYBREAK�฀P�฀���฀@4HE฀MACHINES฀TENDED฀TO฀SPLIT฀
THE฀BODIES฀OPEN฀AND฀MADE฀THE฀SMELL฀EVEN฀WORSE�฀SO฀THAT฀DRIVERS฀COULD฀NOT฀STAND฀THE฀WORK฀FOR฀LONG฀AND฀HAD฀
FREQUENTLY฀TO฀BE฀REPLACED��

��฀ 3EE฀0AUL฀+EMP�S฀CAPTION฀IN฀4HE฀2ELIEF฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀P�฀���฀@"URIAL฀OF฀THE฀DEAD฀USING฀A฀BULLDOZER�฀4HIS฀BRUTAL฀
METHOD฀WAS฀USED฀WHEN฀IT฀BECAME฀CLEAR฀THAT฀THERE฀WERE฀TOO฀MANY฀BODIES฀TO฀BE฀INDIVIDUALLY฀COLLECTED��

��฀ 2EILLY�฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀P�฀��
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���
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.OV�฀���฀����฀AT฀,ÓNEBURG฀BEFORE฀A฀"RITISH฀MILITARY฀COURT฀FOR฀THE฀TRIAL฀OF฀WAR฀CRIMINALS฀FOR฀ATROCITIES฀COMMITTED฀
AGAINST฀ !LLIED฀ NATIONALS฀ IN฀ THE฀ CONCENTRATION฀ CAMPS฀ AT฀ "ELSEN฀ AND฀ !USCHWITZ�฀ 7AR฀ #RIMES฀ 4RIALS�฀ VOL�฀ ��฀
,ONDON�฀�����

��฀ 'EORGE฀"RAND฀�ED�	�฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀7AR฀#RIMES฀#OMMISSION�฀,AW
2EPORTS฀OF฀4RIALS฀OF฀7AR฀#RIMINALS�฀VOL�฀))�฀
4HE฀"ELSEN฀4RIAL฀OF฀*OSEPH฀+RAMER฀AND฀��฀/THERS�฀,ONDON�฀�����฀P�฀���

��฀ 4HOUGH฀SOME฀SHOW฀DETAILED฀SCENES�฀ LIKE฀!฀FORMER฀'UARD฀CARRIES฀AN฀EMACIATED฀#ORPSE฀OVER฀HIS฀3HOULDER฀
TOWARD฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MASS฀'RAVES฀�"5฀����฀n฀VISIBLE฀ON฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀SITE	฀OR฀33฀'UARDS฀THROWING฀
THE฀"ODIES฀INTO฀ONE฀OF฀MASS฀'RAVES฀�"5฀����฀n฀REPRODUCED฀IN฀0AUL฀+EMP�S฀2ELIEF฀OF฀"ELSEN�฀P�฀��	

��฀ /IL฀ON฀CANVAS�฀����฀�)7-฀!24฀,$฀����฀n฀VISIBLE฀ON฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀SITE	�
��฀ @9EA�฀ THOU฀)฀WALK฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀VALLEY฀OF฀ THE฀SHADOW฀OF฀DEATH�฀ )฀WILL฀ FEAR฀NO฀EVIL�฀ FOR฀ THOU฀ART฀WITH฀ME�฀

4HY฀ROD฀AND฀THY฀STAFF�฀THEY฀COMFORT฀ME��฀0SALMS�฀��
��
��฀ @)N฀A฀CENTURY฀THAT฀HAS฀WITNESSED฀EVER
INCREASING฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀VOYEURISM�฀THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀"ERGEN


"ELSEN฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀BY฀"RITISH฀FORCES฀IN฀!PRIL฀����฀HAS฀SPECIAL฀SIGNIFICANCE��฀"ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀
-EMORY�฀P�฀��

��฀ @!฀PERSON฀WHOSE฀SEXUAL฀DESIRES฀OR฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITIES฀ARE฀STIMULATED฀OR฀SATISFIED฀BY฀COVERT฀OBSERVATION฀OF฀
THE฀SEX฀ORGANS฀OR฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀OTHERS�฀#F�฀PEEPING฀4OM��฀/XFORD฀%NGLISH฀$ICTIONARY�฀#OMPACT฀%DITION�฀
�����

��฀ 4ONY฀+USHNER฀SEEMS฀TO฀CONSIDER฀ONLY฀THE฀FORMER฀ASPECT�฀7HEN฀HE฀WRITES฀@4HE฀PICTURES฀OF฀NAKED฀WOMEN฀
PARTICULARLY฀WERE฀PRONE฀TO฀EXPLOITATION฀AS฀PORNOGRAPHY�฀STARTING฀A฀TREND฀OF฀THE฀FEMALE฀VICTIM฀AS฀A฀TITILLATING฀
SEXUAL฀PLAYTHING฀OF฀THE฀.AZIS฀WHICH฀IS฀STILL฀ALIVE฀IN฀CULTURAL฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀TODAY�฀�"ELSEN฀
IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀P�฀���	�฀THIS฀DOES฀NOT฀IN฀ANY฀WAY฀APPLY฀TO฀THE฀DEAD฀BODIES฀OF฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀$EATH฀0ITS�฀
"ELSEN�฀33฀'UARDS฀COLLECTING฀"ODIES฀n฀WHERE฀WE฀HAVE฀ONLY฀A฀PURELY฀MORBID฀VERSION฀OF฀VOYEURISM�฀"UT฀THIS฀
DOES฀NOT฀INVALIDATE฀HIS฀GENERAL฀POINT฀ON฀VOYEURISM�

��฀ @/BSCENE�฀ENTRY�฀/XFORD฀%NGLISH฀$ICTIONARY�฀#OMPACT฀%DITION�฀�����
��฀ )N฀,ESLIE฀#OLE�S฀CORRESPONDENCE฀ON฀HIS฀WORK฀NOW฀AT฀ THE฀ )MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM�฀HE฀ INDEED฀WRITES�฀@THE฀

WOMAN฀IN฀THE฀CENTRE฀OF฀THE฀PICTURE฀ACTUALLY฀COLLAPSED฀WHILE฀)฀WAS฀DRAWING��฀3EE฀#OLE�S฀FULL฀COMMENT฀IN฀
#AVEN�฀@(ORROR฀IN฀OUR฀4IME��฀P�฀����

��฀ 4HE฀"ELSEN฀PAINTINGS฀BY฀#OLE฀AND฀:INKEISEN฀WERE฀FREQUENTLY฀DISPLAYED฀IN฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀IN฀THE฀
����S�฀AND฀INDEED฀ALMOST฀FORMED฀THE฀ONLY฀REFERENCE฀TO฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IN฀THE฀-USEUM฀IN฀THOSE฀YEARS�฀&OR฀A฀
WIDER฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀THE฀PAST฀POLICY฀OF฀THE฀-USEUM�฀SEE฀3UZANNE฀"ARDGETT�฀@4HE฀$EPICTION฀OF฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀
AT฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀SINCE฀������฀*OURNAL฀OF฀)SRAELI฀(ISTORY�฀���฀�฀�����	�฀PP�฀���
����

��฀ "ELSEN฀IN฀(ISTORY฀AND฀-EMORY�฀P�฀����
��฀ .OTABLY฀ THE฀CONFUSION฀"ELSEN�"EL�Z�EC�฀3EE฀"ELSEN�฀"RITISH฀2ESPONSES฀ TO฀ THE฀,IBERATION฀OF฀A฀#ONCENTRATION฀

#AMP�฀PP�฀�
��
��฀ /IL฀ON฀CANVAS�฀����฀�)7-฀!24฀,$฀����฀n฀VISIBLE฀ON฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀SITE	�
��฀ )T฀IS฀REMARKABLE฀THAT฀IN฀HIS฀@.OTES฀ON฀SOURCES฀HELD฀AT฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM�฀0AUL฀+EMP฀LISTS฀THOSE฀KEPT฀

AT฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀0HOTOGRAPHS�฀AT฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀&ILM�฀AT฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀$OCUMENTS฀AND฀AT฀THE฀
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��฀ /NE฀ MAY฀ THINK�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀ OF฀ THE฀ CONTRIBUTORS฀ TO฀ -ONICA฀ "OHM
$UCHEN฀ �ED�	�฀ !FTER฀ !USCHWITZ�฀
2ESPONSES฀TO฀THE฀(OLOCAUST฀IN฀CONTEMPORARY฀!RT�฀3UNDERLAND�฀�����฀

��฀ 4HE฀)MPERIAL฀7AR฀-USEUM฀ALSO฀HAS฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀DRAWINGS฀AND฀PAINTINGS฀ON฀"ELSEN�฀%DGAR฀!INSWORTH�฀
"ELSEN฀����฀;DRAWING�฀)7-฀!24฀�����=�฀+ESSELL�฀-ARY�฀.OTES฀FROM฀"ELSEN฀#AMP�฀����฀;SEVEN฀DRAWINGS�฀)7-฀
!24฀,$฀����฀A
G�฀VISIBLE฀ON฀THE฀SITE=�฀4AYLOR�฀%RIC�฀$YING฀FROM฀3TARVATION฀AND฀4ORTURE฀AT฀"ELSEN฀#ONCENTRATION฀
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,$฀����=�฀,IBERATED฀FROM฀"ELSEN฀#ONCENTRATION฀#AMP�฀����฀;DRAWING�฀)7-฀!24฀,$฀�����฀VISIBLE฀ON฀THE฀
SITE=�฀!฀LIVING฀3KELETON฀AT฀"ELSEN฀#ONCENTRATION฀#AMP฀ ;DRAWING�฀ )7-฀!24฀,$฀����=�฀(UMAN฀7RECKAGE฀
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3YMBOLIC฀2EPRESENTATION฀/F฀#AMP฀%XPERIENCES฀!S฀
4ESTIMONY฀/F฀!RTIST฀3URVIVORS฀/F฀4HE฀!USCHWITZ
"IRKENAU฀#AMP

HANNA฀K�฀ULATOWSKA

4HE฀CURRENT฀STUDY฀EXTENDS฀THE฀FINDINGS฀OF฀RESEARCH฀INTO฀THE฀MENTAL฀REPRESENTATION฀
OF฀CAMP฀EXPERIENCES฀OF฀SURVIVORS฀OF฀THE฀!USCHWITZ
"IRKENAU฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP�฀
0REVIOUSLY�฀5LATOWSKA฀AND฀COLLEAGUES�฀IDENTIFIED฀FREQUENTLY฀OCCURRING฀THEMES฀IN฀THE฀
ORAL฀NARRATIVES฀OF฀CAMP฀EXPERIENCES฀OF฀THE฀SURVIVORS�฀!MONG฀THE฀SURVIVORS฀WHO฀GAVE฀
NARRATIVES฀OF฀THEIR฀EXPERIENCES�฀THERE฀WERE฀SEVERAL฀PROMINENT฀ARTISTS฀IN฀BOTH฀LITERARY฀
AND฀VISUAL฀ARTS�฀4HESE฀ARTISTS฀WERE฀SELECTED฀FOR฀CONTINUED฀STUDY฀TO฀EXPLORE฀HOW฀THEY฀
ENCODED฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀THEMES฀IDENTIFIED฀IN฀PREVIOUS฀STUDIES฀IN฀THEIR฀ART�฀4HIS฀STUDY฀
EXAMINES฀ THE฀ PERSPECTIVE฀ THAT฀ SURVIVORS฀ WHO฀ ARE฀ VISUAL฀ ARTISTS฀ USE฀ TO฀ REPRESENT฀
EXPERIENCES฀ IN฀ THEIR฀ TESTIMONIAL฀ ART�฀ )T฀ FOCUSES฀ ON฀ THE฀ SYMBOLIC฀ REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀
THEMES฀ IN฀ THE฀ ART฀ AND฀ HOW฀ THESE฀ THEMES฀ ARE฀ ENTERED฀ INTO฀ COLLECTIVE฀ MEMORY�฀ 4HE฀
ARTWORKS฀ INCLUDED฀IN฀THE฀STUDY฀WERE฀PRODUCED฀ACROSS฀ TIME�฀ FROM฀WORKS฀PRODUCED฀
IN฀ THE฀ CAMP฀ UP฀ TO฀ THOSE฀ PRODUCED฀ IN฀ THE฀ PRESENT฀ DAY�฀ )N฀ INTERVIEWS฀ MANY฀ ARTISTS฀
DESCRIBED฀AN฀URGENT฀NEED฀TO฀ENGRAVE฀AND฀RESIST฀ERASURE฀OF฀THEIR฀MEMORIES�฀LEADING฀
TO฀ A฀ GENERAL฀ THEME฀ OF฀ INTELLECTUAL฀ AND฀ PHILOSOPHICAL฀ EXAMINATION฀ OF฀ EVIL�฀ -ARIAN฀
+OL�ODZIEJ�฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀ARTISTS�฀TALKS฀ABOUT฀HIS฀MISSION฀IN฀CREATING฀TESTIMONIAL฀ART�฀

4HESE฀ARE฀NOT฀PICTURES�฀4HESE฀ARE฀WORDS฀LOCKED฀IN฀DRAWINGS�฀;���=฀0LEASE฀READ฀MY฀
DESIGNED฀WORDS�฀WORDS฀BORN฀ALSO฀FROM฀THE฀YEARNING฀FOR฀CLARITY฀OF฀CRITERIA�฀FROM฀
THE฀YEARNING฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀WHAT฀SEPARATES฀GOOD฀FORM฀EVIL�฀TRUTH฀FROM฀LIE�฀ART฀
FROM฀APPEARANCE�฀;���=฀)T฀IS฀A฀RENDERING฀OF฀HONOUR฀TO฀ALL฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAVE฀VANISHED฀
IN฀ASHES��฀

)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀THE฀ARTIST฀SURVIVORS฀IDENTIFIED฀IN฀OUR฀PREVIOUS฀WORK��฀WE฀INCLUDED฀OTHER฀
ARTISTS฀WHO฀CONTRIBUTED฀TO฀THE฀TESTIMONIAL฀ART฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀!USCHWITZ
"IRKENAU฀IN฀
THE฀POST
WAR฀PERIOD�฀4HIS฀PAPER฀FOCUSES฀ON฀THREE฀THEMES�฀SELECTED฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THEIR฀
ABILITY฀ TO฀ EXPOSE฀ THE฀ REALITIES฀ OF฀ CAMP฀ LIFE฀ AND฀ THEIR฀ CONTINUED฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ OVER฀
TIME�฀��	฀THE฀FACE฀OF฀THE฀PRISONER�฀��	฀THE฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀PRISONER�฀AND฀��	฀THE฀
REPRESENTATION฀OF฀DEATH�฀4HESE฀THEMES฀ARE฀RELATED฀TO฀EACH฀OTHER฀AND฀FORM฀A฀UNIFIED฀
WHOLE�฀NAMELY฀OF฀THE฀LIFE฀AND฀DESTINY฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀FOUND฀THEMSELVES฀IN฀THE฀CAMP�

4HE฀&ACE฀OF฀THE฀0RISONER

)N฀SPITE฀OF฀IT฀BEING฀A฀BANNED฀ACTIVITY�฀ARTISTIC฀CREATION฀WAS฀PRESENT฀IN฀THE฀!USCHWITZ

"IRKENAU฀ CAMP฀ FROM฀ ITS฀ INCEPTION฀ IN฀ �����฀ WITH฀ PORTRAITURE฀ MAKING฀ UP฀ ��฀ OF฀ THE฀
���฀PAINTINGS฀AND฀DRAWINGS฀THAT฀SURVIVED฀THE฀WAR�฀THEREBY฀MAKING฀IT฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀
PREVALENT฀FORMS฀OF฀ARTISTIC฀EXPRESSION฀IN฀THE฀CAMP�฀7ITHIN฀THE฀CAMP฀SETTING�฀THESE฀
PORTRAITS฀HAD฀A฀BIOGRAPHICAL฀MEANING฀AND฀GAVE฀THE฀SUBJECT฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀PERMANENCE฀
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WHEN฀ ACTUAL฀ PHYSICAL฀ PRESENCE฀ WAS฀ SO฀ FRAGILE฀ AND฀ TENUOUS�฀ 4HE฀ PORTRAITS฀ OFTEN฀
CONVEYED฀ THE฀ PLIGHT฀ OF฀ PRISONERS�฀ INCLUDING฀ THE฀ ARTISTS฀ THEMSELVES฀ THROUGH฀ SELF

PORTRAITS�฀-OREOVER�฀THE฀REALISTIC฀DEPICTION฀OF฀ONE�S฀LIKENESS฀WITH฀NO฀SYMBOLIFICATION฀
OR฀ABSTRACTION฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀AS฀A฀COHESIVE฀METAPHOR฀FOR฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀INDIVIDUAL฀LIFE฀OVER฀
THE฀ TERROR฀AND฀ANONYMITY฀OF฀ THE฀CAMP�฀8AWERY฀$UNIKOWSKI�฀A฀PROMINENT฀PAINTER฀
AND฀SCULPTOR�฀DREW฀MANY฀PORTRAITS฀OF฀SICK฀PRISONERS�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀0ORTRAIT฀OF฀!LFRED฀
7OYCICKI฀��฀ SINCE฀ MUCH฀ OF฀ HIS฀ TIME฀ WAS฀ SPENT฀ IN฀ THE฀ CAMP฀ HOSPITAL�฀ 4HE฀ 0ORTRAIT฀
OF฀!LFRED฀7OYCICKI฀DEPICTS฀A฀ RESIGNED฀PRISONER฀AWAITING฀DEATH฀AND฀ IT฀ IS฀DIFFICULT฀ TO฀
PINPOINT฀THE฀SOURCE฀OF฀THE฀EXPRESSIVE฀STRENGTH฀OF฀THIS฀WORK�฀HIS฀INNATE฀TALENT฀OR฀THE฀
HORROR฀OF฀THE฀CAMP�฀

&RANCISZEK฀*AZ|WIECKI�฀A฀PAINTER฀AND฀GRAPHIC฀DESIGNER฀FROM฀+RAKOW�฀IS฀RECOGNIZED฀
FOR฀ HIS฀ MORE฀ THAN฀ ONE฀ HUNDRED฀ DEEPLY฀ MOVING฀ PORTRAITS฀ OF฀ PRISONERS฀ OF฀ VARIOUS฀
NATIONALITIES฀AND฀AGES�฀ALL฀WITH฀STRIKINGLY฀SIMILAR฀FACIAL฀EXPRESSIONS�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀THE฀
ARTIST�฀ALL฀HIS฀PORTRAITS�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀0ORTRAIT฀OF฀-IECZYSL�AW฀3TRZELICHOWSKI฀��฀HAVE฀EYES฀
WHICH฀ARE฀AWESOMELY฀HELPLESS฀AND฀HORRIFYINGLY฀STRANGE�฀-OREOVER�฀EVERY฀SUBJECT฀SHOWS฀
A฀DETERMINATION฀TO฀SURVIVE�฀5NLIKE฀OTHER฀ARTISTS�฀*AZ|WIECKI฀DREW฀ONLY฀FOR฀HIMSELF�฀SO฀
HE฀DID฀NOT฀SHARE฀HIS฀PORTRAITS฀WITH฀FELLOW฀PRISONERS�฀(E฀IGNORED฀THE฀DANGER฀OF฀ILLEGAL฀
ACTIVITY฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀FORGET฀AND฀ENTER฀ANOTHER฀WORLD฀THROUGH฀HIS฀INNER฀CREATIVE฀DRIVE�

)N฀CONTRAST฀WITH฀THE฀CRUEL฀REALITIES฀SHOWN฀IN฀THE฀PORTRAITS฀OF฀8AWERY฀$UNIKOWSKI฀
AND฀&RANCISZEK฀*AZ|WIECKI�฀:OFIA฀3TE�PIEN|
"ATOR�S฀PORTRAITS฀OF฀WOMEN฀PRISONERS฀BEAR฀
NO฀TRACES฀OF฀THE฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMP฀EXPERIENCE�฀(ER฀WOMEN�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀PORTRAIT฀
OF฀:OFIA฀0OSMYSZ฀��฀HAVE฀LONG฀HAIR฀AND฀TRANQUIL฀EYES�฀!S฀THE฀ARTIST฀HERSELF฀EXPLAINED฀
LATER�฀h%VERYTHING฀WAS฀SO฀UGLY�฀GREY�฀SAD�฀AND฀DIRTY฀THAT฀)฀WANTED฀TO฀INTRODUCE฀A฀LITTLE฀
BEAUTY฀INTO฀MY฀DRAWINGS�v�฀
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&IGURE฀ �฀8AWERY฀$UNIKOWSKI�฀0ORTRAIT฀OF฀!LFRED฀7OYCICKI�฀ �฀

&ROM฀*ANINA฀*AWORSKA�฀@.IE฀WSZYSTEK฀UMRE��฀4W�RCZOS|C|฀PLASTYCZNA฀0OLAK�W฀W฀
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฀������฀7ARSAW�฀�����
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4HE฀ TRANSFORMATION฀ THAT฀ THE฀ REALISTIC฀ PORTRAITS฀ UNDERGO฀ IN฀ LATER฀ YEARS฀ IS฀ DRAMATIC฀
AND฀SYMBOLIZES฀ THE฀DESTRUCTION฀OF฀ THE฀ IDENTITY฀AND฀ INNER฀SOUL฀OF฀ THE฀PRISONERS฀BY฀
DEPICTING฀ THEIR฀ FORSAKEN�฀ FEARFUL�฀ AND฀ HOPELESS฀ EYES�฀9OU฀ CAN฀ ALREADY฀ SEE฀ IN฀ 0ABLO฀
0ICASSO�S฀HAUNTING฀PORTRAIT฀OF฀A฀CAMP฀PICTURE฀PRODUCED฀IN฀����฀THE฀WORM฀LIKE฀LINES฀THAT฀
DISFIGURE฀THE฀FACE��฀4HIS฀TRANSFORMATION฀IS฀ALSO฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀*�ZEF฀3ZAJNA�฀WHO฀
PRODUCED฀A฀PAINTING฀OF฀A฀MULTITUDE฀OF฀GAUNT�฀SKELETAL฀FACES฀NAMED฀4HE฀&ORSAKEN��฀

,IKEWISE�฀-ARIAN฀+OL�ODZIEJ฀IN฀HIS฀COLLECTION฀OF฀!USCHWITZ฀THEMED฀WORKS฀+LISZE฀
0AMIE�CI฀,ABIRYNTY฀;&ILMS฀OF฀-EMORY฀n฀,ABYRINTHS=�฀STATES฀THAT฀h)N฀THESE฀CROWDS฀THERE฀
WERE฀SO฀MANY฀BIG฀OPEN฀EYES฀IN฀EXTREMELY฀EMACIATED฀FACES�v��฀(IS฀WORK฀)N฀THE฀#AMP฀
%VERYONE฀,OOKED฀-ONSTROUSLY฀!LIKE฀��฀EXEMPLIFIES฀THIS฀REPRESENTATION฀BY฀SHOWING฀EYES฀
FILLED฀WITH฀HORROR฀IN฀A฀SWARM฀OF฀NEARLY฀IDENTICAL฀FACES�฀4HE฀EYES฀WERE฀WHAT฀CONTINUED฀
TO฀HAUNT฀+OL�ODZIEJ฀AFTER฀THE฀WAR�฀7IKTOR฀4OL�KIN�฀ANOTHER฀ARTIST฀IN฀THE฀STUDY�฀DESCRIBES฀
+OL�ODZIEJ�S฀EXPERIENCE฀IN฀ART฀IN฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀WAY�฀

7E฀WERE฀COMING฀BACK฀TO฀CAMP฀FROM฀WORK฀AND฀WE฀PASSED฀A฀COLUMN฀OF฀MEN฀AND฀
WOMEN�฀%NORMOUS฀FEARFUL฀EYES�฀4HEY฀WERE฀ALL฀GOING฀TO฀GAS�฀+OL�ODZIEJ฀DEPICTS฀IT฀
SUPERBLY�฀(E฀EXPRESSES฀WHAT฀WAS฀HAPPENING฀INSIDE฀A฀MAN�฀.O฀SHOUTS�฀MOANING�฀
KICKING�฀3UPERB�฀)฀TRIED฀TO฀MEMORIALIZE฀THIS฀HUMAN฀TRAGEDY฀IN฀THE฀MONUMENTS฀
WHICH฀)฀CREATED฀WHICH฀WERE฀SUPPOSED฀TO฀BE฀A฀MESSAGE฀FOR฀THE฀PILGRIM���฀

&IFTY฀ YEARS฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ CAMP฀ EXPERIENCE�฀ +OL�ODZIEJ฀ PRODUCED฀ ANOTHER฀ COMPELLING฀
IMAGE฀OF฀DESTRUCTION฀OF฀HUMAN฀IDENTITY฀BY฀DEPICTING฀HIS฀OWN฀FACE฀AS฀A฀MASK฀WITH฀HIS฀
NUMBER฀WRITTEN฀ON฀THE฀FOREHEAD���฀

&IGURE฀ �฀&RANCISZEK฀*AZ|WIECKI�฀
0ORTRAIT฀OF฀-IECZYSL�AW฀3TRZELICHOWSKI�฀ �

&ROM฀*ANINA฀*AWORSKA�฀@.IE฀WSZYSTEK฀UMRE��฀
4W�RCZOS|C|฀PLASTYCZNA฀0OLAK�W฀W฀HITLEROWSKICH฀
WIE�ZIENIACH฀I฀OBOZACH฀KONCENTRACYJNCH฀
����฀
฀������฀7ARSAW�฀�����

&IGURE฀ �฀:OFIA฀3TE�PIEN|
"ATOR�฀
0ORTRAIT฀OF฀:OFIA฀0OSMYSZ�฀ �฀

&ROM฀*ANINA฀*AWORSKA�฀@.IE฀WSZYSTEK฀UMRE��฀
4W�RCZOS|C|฀PLASTYCZNA฀0OLAK�W฀W฀HITLEROWSKICH฀
WIE�ZIENIACH฀I฀OBOZACH฀KONCENTRACYJNCH฀
����฀
฀������฀7ARSAW�฀�����
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&IGURE฀ �฀7L�ADYSL�AW฀3IWEK�฀-EN฀3ELECTED฀FROM฀2OLL฀#ALL�฀ �฀

&ROM฀IN฀*ADWIGA฀-ATEJA฀AND฀!NTONI฀3IWEK฀�EDS	�฀@+IEDYS|฀TO฀NAMALUJE��฀
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2EPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀PRISONERS

)N฀THE฀CAMP฀AND฀IMMEDIATELY฀AFTER฀THE฀WAR�฀MANY฀SURVIVOR฀ARTISTS฀PRODUCED฀ART฀TO฀
DOCUMENT฀ EXISTENCE฀ IN฀ !USCHWITZ�฀ 7L�ADYSL�AW฀ 3IWEK�฀ WHO฀ RETURNED฀ TO฀ THE฀ CAMP฀
AFTER฀THE฀WAR฀TO฀WRITE฀CHRONICLES฀OF฀THE฀WORLD฀BEHIND฀THE฀WIRES�฀HAD฀A฀PHOTOGRAPHIC฀
MEMORY�฀ WHICH฀ RESULTED฀ IN฀ THE฀ METICULOUS฀ DOCUMENTATION฀ OF฀ CAMP฀ REALITY฀ FOR฀
THE฀ HIGHEST฀ 7AR฀ #RIMES฀ 4RIBUNAL�฀ 7ORKS฀ PRODUCED฀ FOR฀ THE฀ 7AR฀ #RIMES฀ 4RIBUNAL฀
INCLUDED฀-EN฀3ELECTED฀FROM฀2OLL฀#ALL���฀

4HE฀IMAGES฀OF฀-IECZYSL�AW฀+OS|CIELNIAK฀DEAL฀DIRECTLY฀WITH฀DYING�฀AND฀THE฀DEATH฀OF฀
PRISONERS฀IS฀EVEN฀REFLECTED฀IN฀THE฀TITLES฀HE฀GIVES฀HIS฀WORKS�฀&RIENDLY฀3ERVICE�฀(E�S฀&IXED�฀
AND฀THE฀IMAGE฀DEPICTED฀HERE�฀2ETURN฀FROM฀7ORK���฀4HE฀ARTIST฀DISCUSSES฀THE฀GREATNESS฀
AND฀ WRETCHEDNESS฀ OF฀ MAN�฀ HELPLESS฀ AGAINST฀ THE฀ EVIL฀ COMMITTED฀ BY฀ OTHER฀ PEOPLE�฀
HOWEVER�฀THE฀ARTIST฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀SHOW฀WHAT฀CAMP฀FRIENDSHIP฀MEANT�฀TO฀BE฀CLOSE฀TO฀YOUR฀
FRIEND฀AT฀THE฀TIME฀OF฀DEATH฀AND฀NOT฀LET฀HIM฀DIE฀ALONE�

)N฀ THE฀ POST
WAR฀ PERIOD�฀ WE฀ SEE฀ A฀ TREND฀ TOWARDS฀ A฀ DEPARTURE฀ FROM฀ REALISTIC฀
REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀PRISONERS฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀DAILY฀CAMP฀ROUTINES฀AND฀TOWARDS฀
REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ PRISONERS฀ WITH฀ A฀ VARIETY฀ OF฀ DIFFERENT฀ SYMBOLS�฀ &OR฀ EXAMPLE�฀
-AXIMILIAN฀+OLBE�฀WHO฀VOLUNTEERED฀TO฀DIE฀FOR฀ANOTHER฀PRISONER�฀BECAME฀A฀MARTYR฀
AND฀ A฀ NATIONAL฀ ICON฀ IN฀ COLLECTIVE฀ MEMORY�฀ (IS฀ IMAGE฀ OCCURS฀ FREQUENTLY฀ IN฀ NON

PROFESSIONAL฀ART�฀BOTH฀IN฀PAINTING฀AND฀IN฀SCULPTURE�฀(IS฀IMPRISONMENT฀AND฀SUBSEQUENT฀
DEATH฀BY฀STARVATION฀IN฀A฀BUNKER฀IS฀SYMBOLIZED฀HERE�฀IN฀A฀WORK฀BY฀(ENRYK฀:ACHWIEJA���฀
BY฀A฀BARBED฀WIRE฀CAGE�฀4HE฀REPRESENTATION฀IMBUES฀THE฀VIEWER฀WITH฀A฀STRONG฀SENSE฀OF฀
THE฀SOLIDARITY�฀SACRIFICE�฀AND฀SUFFERING฀NOT฀ONLY฀OF฀-AXIMILIAN฀+OLBE�฀BUT฀OF฀ALL฀THE฀
PRISONERS�

H�฀K�฀ULATOWSKA฀ q฀ SYMBOLIC฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀CAMP฀EXPERIENCES

&IGURE฀ �฀(ENRYK฀:ACHWIEJA�฀
4HE฀#AGE�฀ �฀

&ROM฀@+ATALOG฀7YSTAWY�฀0RZECIW฀7OJNIE��฀
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!NOTHER฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀EARLY฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀PRISONERS฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀THE฀INFAMOUS฀
DEATH฀WALL฀IS฀PRESENTED฀BY฀PROMINENT฀SCULPTOR฀"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY�฀!LTHOUGH฀HE฀WAS฀
NEVER฀A฀PRISONER฀AT฀!USCHWITZ�฀HE฀PRODUCED฀THE฀!USCHWITZ฀3ERIES฀ FOLLOWING฀A฀VISIT฀
TO฀ THE฀ CAMP�฀ #HROMY฀ CREATED฀ A฀ NEW฀ REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ PRISONERS�฀ DEVOID฀ OF฀ FLESH�฀
STATIC�฀AND฀OF฀MYSTICAL฀CHARACTER�฀STANDING฀IN฀A฀LINE�฀THEREBY฀FORMING฀A฀UNIVERSAL฀AND฀
POWERFUL฀SYMBOL฀OF฀SUFFERING�฀)N฀A฀STATEMENT฀ON฀HIS฀ INSPIRATION฀FOR฀PRODUCING฀THE฀
!USCHWITZ฀3ERIES�฀#HROMY฀STATES�฀

4HE฀ REASONS฀ WHICH฀ LED฀ ME฀ TO฀ UNDERTAKE฀ THE฀ THEME฀ OF฀ MARYROLOGY฀ ARE฀ QUITE฀
COMPLEX฀AND฀ARISE฀FROM฀MY฀PERSONAL฀EXPERIENCES฀DURING฀THE฀WAR฀n฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀
MY฀CLOSE฀FRIENDS฀IN฀CONCENTRATION฀CAMPS�฀SHOCK฀WHICH฀)฀EXPERIENCED฀LOOKING฀
AT฀THE฀PICTURES฀AND฀EXHIBITS฀IN฀THE฀!USCHWITZ฀-USEUM฀AND฀THE฀NEED฀FOR฀HUMAN฀
PROTEST฀AGAINST฀THE฀ANIMAL
LIKE฀(ITLER฀SUPERMEN���฀

4HE฀FINAL฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀PRISONER฀COMES฀FROM฀*�ZEF฀3ZAJNA�฀A฀PAINTER�฀SCULPTOR�฀
AND฀STAGE฀DESIGNER฀WHO฀SPENT฀�฀YEARS฀IN฀!USCHWITZ฀AND฀ESCAPED฀THE฀DEATH฀SENTENCE฀
SEVERAL฀ TIMES�฀ 3ZAJNA�S฀ ART฀ IS฀ SATURATED฀ WITH฀ PHYSICAL฀ AND฀ PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ AGONY�฀
TORMENT�฀AND฀DESTRUCTION�฀(IS฀EARLY฀POST
WAR฀WORKS฀SHOW฀CRIPPLED฀PEOPLE�฀DECAYING฀
TORSOS�฀AND฀BLINDED฀PUPPETS�฀ALL฀MUTILATED�฀WITHOUT฀HANDS฀AND฀LEGS�฀.AMELESSNESS฀AND฀
A฀LACK฀OF฀INDIVIDUAL฀FEATURES฀REFLECT฀NOT฀ONLY฀THE฀PRISONER�S฀SOCIAL฀SITUATION�฀BUT฀ALSO฀
HIS฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀STATE฀OF฀PASSIVITY฀AND฀SUBMISSION�฀.UMBER฀���฀SHOWN฀HERE�฀DEPICTS฀A฀
PRISONER�S฀UNIFORM฀AND฀NUMBER�฀4HE฀OBJECTS฀WHICH฀FORM฀THE฀WORK฀SERVE฀AS฀A฀WAY฀OF฀
REMEMBERING฀CAMP฀LIFE฀IN฀COLLECTIVE฀MEMORY�฀THEREBY฀MAKING฀THE฀PRISONER�S฀UNIFORM฀
A฀SYMBOL฀OF฀PLANNED฀CRIME�

&IGURE฀ �฀"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY�฀
4HE฀$EATH฀7ALL�฀ �฀
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&IGURE฀ �฀*�ZEF฀3ZAJNA�฀
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2EPRESENTATION฀OF฀$EATH

4HE฀ MOST฀ IMPORTANT฀ POINT฀ OF฀ REFERENCE฀ TO฀ ALL฀ STAGES฀ OF฀ OUR฀ BURDENSOME฀
PILGRIMAGE฀TO฀THE฀END฀IS฀THE฀AWARENESS฀OF฀DEATH�฀WHICH฀GIVES฀HUMAN฀LIFE฀ITS฀TRUE฀
VALUE฀ BECAUSE฀ IN฀ ITS฀ PRESENCE฀ ALL฀ THAT฀ COUNTS฀ IS฀ WHAT฀ A฀ MAN฀ CAN฀ MAKE฀ OF฀ HIS฀
EXISTENCE฀;���=�฀(OW฀CAN฀WE฀TALK฀ABOUT฀LIFE฀WITH฀FULL฀AWARENESS฀OF฀DEATH฀;���=฀ART฀IS฀
GIVING฀SENSE฀TO฀LIFE฀WHEN฀YOUR฀EYES฀ARE฀FILLED฀WITH฀DEATH���฀

4HE฀SIMPLE฀AND฀EVER฀PRESENT฀THEME฀IN฀!USCHWITZ฀WAS฀DEATH฀AND฀THE฀WILL฀TO฀SURVIVE�฀
!LL฀THE฀CAMP฀ARTISTS฀STRUGGLED฀WITH฀THIS฀EITHER฀CONSCIOUSLY฀OR฀INSTINCTIVELY�฀DIRECTLY฀OR฀
INDIRECTLY�฀USING฀ALL฀ARTISTIC฀FORMS฀AND฀THEMES�฀!RTISTS฀SUCH฀AS฀-IECZYSL�AW฀+OS|CIELNIAK฀
AND฀MANY฀OTHERS฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀PERIOD฀OF฀DOCUMENTING฀WAR฀CRIMES฀DEALT฀WITH฀DEATH฀
DIRECTLY�฀(OWEVER�฀ THERE฀ IS฀AN฀ENORMOUS฀DIVERSITY฀OF฀SYMBOLS฀WHICH฀COMMUNICATE฀
DEATH฀WITHOUT฀DEPICTING฀THE฀ACT฀OF฀DYING�

8AWERY฀ $UNIKOWSKI�฀ IN฀ THE฀ WORK฀ $YING฀ !MARYLLIS฀���฀ REPRESENTS฀ DEATH฀ AS฀ A฀
DELICATE�฀ FRAGILE฀ FLOWER฀ THAT฀ IS฀ MORTALLY฀ WOUNDED�฀ FORMING฀ A฀ POETIC฀ SYMBOL฀ OF฀ THE฀
SUFFERING฀AND฀HELPLESSNESS฀OF฀DYING฀PRISONERS�฀4HE฀GREY฀AND฀BLUE฀COLOUR฀OF฀THE฀FLOWERS฀
ACCENTUATES฀THIS฀FORLORN฀MOOD�

4HE฀ ICONOGRAPHIC฀ SYMBOL฀ OF฀ THE฀ 0IETA฀ IS฀ USED฀ BY฀ :DZISL�AW฀ 7ALCZAK�฀ IN฀ HIS฀
PAINTING฀ ON฀ GLASS�฀ !USCHWITZ฀ 0IETA���฀ 4HIS฀ 0IETA฀ REPRESENTS฀ -AXIMILIAN฀ +OLBE฀ IN฀
HIS฀PRISONER�S฀ UNIFORM�฀ WITH฀ HIS฀ NUMBER�฀ AS฀ #HRIST�฀ THEREBY฀ SYMBOLIZING฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀
+OLBE�S฀ SACRIFICE�฀ BUT฀ THE฀ SUFFERING฀ AND฀ DEATH฀ OF฀ ALL฀ THE฀ TORTURED฀ AND฀ MURDERED฀
PRISONERS�

H�฀K�฀ULATOWSKA฀ q฀ SYMBOLIC฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀CAMP฀EXPERIENCES
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,IKE฀7ALCZAK�฀"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY฀ALSO฀CREATED฀A฀0IETA�฀WHICH฀EXPRESSES฀THE฀DIGNITY฀OF฀
DEATH�฀(IS฀SCULPTURE฀!USCHWITZ฀0IETA฀���฀MADE฀OF฀HEAVY฀METAL�฀SHOWS฀TWO฀PRISONERS฀
AS฀DEHUMANIZED฀FORM฀WITHOUT฀FLESH�฀THEREBY�฀REPRESENTING฀THE฀IMMENSITY฀OF฀HUMAN฀
SUFFERING฀ THAT฀ ENDED฀ IN฀ DEATH�฀ )N฀ ANOTHER฀ REPRESENTATION฀ OF฀ DEATH฀ IN฀ THE฀ CAMPS�฀
#HROMY฀CREATED฀A฀MEDALLION�฀4HE฀3ONG฀OF฀THE฀7IRES฀���฀SHOWING฀TWO฀HANDS฀PRESSED฀
AGAINST฀THE฀WIRES�฀4HIS฀IMAGE฀REPRESENTS฀PRISONERS�฀DEATHS฀BY฀SUICIDE฀WHEN฀THEY฀WOULD฀
THROW฀THEMSELVES฀AGAINST฀THE฀ELECTRIFIED฀FENCE�฀4HIS฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀DEATH฀IS฀USED฀BY฀
OTHER฀ARTISTS�฀SUCH฀AS฀8AWERY฀$UNIKOWSKI฀IN฀HIS฀WORK฀4HE฀7AY฀TO฀&REEDOM�

*�ZEF฀3ZAJNA฀EMPLOYED฀A฀SIMILAR฀APPROACH฀WHEN฀HE฀SYMBOLIZED฀DEATH฀ THROUGH฀
CAMP฀ ROUTINES฀ IN฀ HIS฀ WORK฀ /UR฀ #6S฀���฀ 0RISONERS฀ ARE฀ REPRESENTED฀ BY฀ THE฀ VERTICAL฀
LINES฀OF฀THEIR฀UNIFORMS฀AND฀THEIR฀FACES฀ARE฀REPLACED฀BY฀FINGERPRINTS฀TO฀INDICATE฀THEIR฀
ANONYMITY�฀4HE฀CUTS฀REPRESENT฀THE฀DEATHS฀OF฀THE฀PRISONERS฀WHO฀DID฀NOT฀SURVIVE฀ROLL฀
CALL�฀3ZAJNA฀ALSO฀SHOWS฀ THE฀DEATH฀OF฀PRISONERS฀ IN฀A฀VERY฀DIFFERENT฀WAY฀ IN฀ THE฀WORK฀
7ALL฀OF฀3HOES฀���฀IN฀WHICH฀A฀PILE฀OF฀SHOES฀IS฀HEAPED฀INSIDE฀THE฀SILHOUETTE฀OF฀A฀HUMAN฀
HEAD�฀ 3HOES฀ WERE฀ OFTEN฀ THE฀ ONLY฀ REMNANTS฀ OF฀ THOSE฀ KILLED฀ AND฀ BECAME฀ AN฀ ICON฀ IN฀
COLLECTIVE฀ MEMORY�฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ REINFORCED฀ TO฀ THIS฀ DAY฀ IN฀ MANY฀ MUSEUM฀ EXHIBITIONS�฀
3ZAJNA฀COMMENTS฀ON฀THIS฀SYMBOLIZATION฀OF฀DEATH฀BY฀SAYING�฀h)฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THESE฀DAYS฀
WE฀CAN฀SAY฀MUCH฀MORE฀THROUGH฀OBJECTS฀THAN฀BY฀SHOWING฀IMAGES฀OF฀DEAD฀PEOPLE�v��฀

4HE฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀DEATH฀IN฀!USCHWITZ฀CONTINUES฀TO฀THIS฀DAY�฀)N฀CELEBRATION฀OF฀
THE฀��TH฀!NNIVERSARY฀OF฀THE฀LIBERATION฀OF฀!USCHWITZ�฀AN฀INTERNATIONAL฀FINE฀ARTS฀EXHIBIT฀
ENTITLED฀0EOPLE฀$OOMED฀0EOPLE฀TO฀THIS฀&ATE฀WAS฀HELD�฀3HOWN฀ARE฀WORKS฀BY฀TWO฀0OLISH฀
YOUTHS฀CREATED฀FOR฀THIS฀EXHIBITION�฀4HE฀FIRST�฀A฀WORK฀BY฀!GNIESZKA฀!NISZEWSKA�฀IS฀A฀
TRIPTYCH��฀REPRESENTING฀A฀PRISONER฀BEFORE฀ENTERING฀THE฀CAMP�฀AS฀A฀PRISONER�฀AND฀WITH฀

&IGURE฀ �฀"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY�฀
!USCHWITZ฀0IETA�฀ �฀

&ROM฀*ERZY฀-ADEYSKI�฀@"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY��฀
+RAK�W�฀�����

&IGURE฀ �฀"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY�฀
4HE฀3ONG฀OF฀THE฀7IRES�฀ �฀

&ROM฀*ERZY฀-ADEYSKI�฀@"RONISL�AW฀#HROMY��฀
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OF฀THE฀��TH฀!NNIVERSARY฀OF฀THE฀,IBERATION฀OF฀!USCHWITZ�฀4YCHY�฀�����
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&IGURE฀ �฀)WONA฀'AJDA�฀
5NTITLED�
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��TH฀!NNIVERSARY฀OF฀THE฀,IBERATION฀OF฀
!USCHWITZ�฀4YCHY�฀�����

&IGURE฀ �฀0AWEL�฀7ARCHOL��฀
&IREBURNT฀"LOCK�฀ �฀
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+RAK�W�฀�����
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AN฀ OBLITERATED฀ FACE�฀ REPRESENTING฀ DEATH�฀ 4HE฀ SECOND�฀ BY฀ )WONA฀ 'AJDA�฀ REPRESENTS฀ A฀
PIETA���฀A฀0OLISH฀CULTURAL฀ICON฀OF฀SUFFERING�฀)T฀SHOWS฀TWO฀SUFFERING฀CHILDREN฀IN฀PRISONER฀
UNIFORMS�

)N฀ REFECTION฀ ON฀ TESTIMONIAL฀ ART฀ AND฀ ITS฀ MANIFESTATION฀ IN฀ MODERN฀ TIMES�฀ THIS฀
DISCUSSION฀ IS฀ ENDED฀ WITH฀ THE฀ WORKS฀ OF฀ TWO฀ ARTISTS�฀ 4HE฀ FIRST�฀ 0AWEL�฀ 7ARCHOL��฀ A฀
0OLISH฀ ARTIST฀ BORN฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ WAR�฀ WHO฀ CHOSE฀ TO฀ LIVE฀ AND฀ CREATE฀ ALL฀ HIS฀ WORK฀ BESIDE฀
THE฀!USCHWITZ฀CAMP�฀(IS฀ART฀REFLECTS฀HIS฀SEARCH฀FOR฀A฀SYMBOL฀THAT฀SYNTHESIZES฀MASS฀
MURDER฀ TO฀ ELICIT฀ A฀ CHAIN฀ REACTION฀ OF฀ IMAGES�฀ (IS฀!USCHWITZ฀ 3ERIES฀ IS฀ BASED฀ ON฀ HIS฀
PREVIOUS฀RELIGIOUS฀ART฀OF฀THE฀/RATORIO฀AND฀THE฀7AY฀OF฀THE฀#ROSS�฀&IREBURNT฀"LOCK฀���฀
SHOWS฀THE฀TYPE฀OF฀BLOCK฀WITH฀WHICH฀THE฀'ERMANS฀WOULD฀SEND฀THE฀ASHES฀OF฀PRISONERS฀
TO฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀AND฀THEREBY฀ACTS฀AS฀A฀SYMBOL฀OF฀DEATH�฀!NOTHER฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀
LASTING฀CONSEQUENCES฀OF฀77฀))฀AND฀THE฀.AZI฀0ERSECUTION฀OF฀PRISONERS฀IN฀!USCHWITZ฀
IS฀BY฀!RGENTINEAN฀ARTIST฀!LICIA฀3CAVINO�฀)N฀2EQUIEM฀���฀3CAVINO฀USES฀THE฀ICON฀OF฀SHOES฀
PAIRED฀WITH฀AN฀OMINOUS฀LOOKING฀RAVEN�฀A฀UNIVERSAL฀SYMBOL฀OF฀DEATH�฀TO฀REPRESENT฀THE฀
DEATHS฀OF฀PRISONERS�฀

4HROUGH฀ARTISTS฀SUCH฀AS฀7ARCHOL�฀AND฀3CAVINO฀THE฀TESTIMONY฀OF฀SURVIVORS฀OF฀THE฀
!USCHWITZ
"IRKENAU฀CAMP฀CONTINUES฀THROUGH฀TIME฀AND฀SPACE฀AS฀A฀UNIVERSAL฀WARNING฀
AGAINST฀VIOLENCE฀AND฀EVIL�฀)N฀THIS฀VEIN�฀-ARIAN฀+OL�ODZIEJ฀STATED�฀@9OU฀ARE฀SAVED฀NOT฀
JUST฀TO฀BE฀AMONG฀THE฀LIVING�฀4OO฀LITTLE฀TIME฀FOR฀TESTIMONY�฀"UT฀WHAT฀ELSE฀CAN฀YOU฀BE฀
GIVING����฀
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